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Environment and Soils in Sociological Context

Araxi Shigeru*

Ecological area studies should focus on elucidating the dynamic relationships between environ-
ment and society, rather than describing human activities of a certain area on the basis of conven- -
tional knowledge of the environment, or conducting ecological studies within the framework of
academic disciplines. A study of permanent banana gardens in the west of Lake Victoria,
Tanzania, revealed that the land-use is controlled by both environmental settings and cus-
tomary land tenure systems, thereby creating rather tight landscape in terms of utilization.
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