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South Asian Association for ‘%ﬁ
Regional Cooperation

SAARC
for, Ahmed Sareer

Director, Information and Media Division

South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation

The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC) was formally established when its charter was
adopted on December 8, 1985 by the heads of state or
government of Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka. SAARC provides a platform for the
people of South Asia to work together in a spirit of friendship,
trust and understanding and aims to accelerate the process of
economic and social development in member states.
Regional cooperation is seen as a complement to the bilateral
and multilateral relations of its member states. In order to
discuss the regional issues and achieve its aims, SAARC
holds regular summits, its highest authority, attended by the
national leaders. The first SAARC summit was held in Dhaka,
Bangladesh in December 1985 and the eleventh, the latest
SAARC Summit was just held in Kathmandu, Nepal, January
2002.

The Council of Ministers, comprising foreign ministers of
the member states, meets at least twice a year to discuss
about the issues of the region. It formulates the policy,
reviews progress of regional cooperation, identifies new areas
of cooperation, and establishes additional mechanisms that
may be necessary to run the SAARC. The Council is
supported by the Standing Committee, comprising of foreign
secretaries, which monitors and coordinates programs,
approves projects, and mobilizes various resources. The
SAARC secretary-general is appointed from the member
countries on the rotation basis. The current secretary-
general is from Bangladesh.

The idea of regional cooperation in South Asia was first
mooted in November 1980 and five broad areas of
cooperation were identified initially. The areas of cooperation
pursued now in SAARC’s integrated program of action
through technical committees are agriculture and rural
development, social development, environment, meteorology
and forestry, human resource development, science and
technology, transport and communications, and energy. It
convenes ministerial level meetings on specialized subject-
specific themes such as commerce, international economic
issues, housing, tourism, environment, information, women
and youth. Some of the important issues SAARC has
undertaken are establishment of SAARC preferential trading
arrangement (SAPTA) to reduce tariffs and other
impediments to the regional trade, initiatives for a free trade
area, adoption of conventions on the suppression of

(to be continued on P. 5)
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The 69th IDEC Asia Seminar
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The 70th IDEC Asia Seminar

Speaker; Fazal-ur-Rahman (Visiting Research Fellow, IDEC, and Senior Research Fellow, Institute of Strategic Studies,
Islamabad, Pakistan)

Theme: Japan’s Relations with South Asia: A Pakistani Perspective

Date: July 13, 2001

Regional cooperation in South Asia has long been hampered by the strategic factors and Japan’s finally entering the
scene symbolized by the recent visit of Prime Minister Mori seemed to turn the event. More cooperative relations may
be brought about, though Japan’s primary interest is in its improved relations with India. (Reporter: Osamu Yoshida)

The 71st IDEC Asia Seminar

Speaker: Victor A. Shnirelman (National Museum of Ethnology and Russian Academy of Science)

Theme: Ideology of Ethnic Feud: Myths of the Past, Religion and Demography as Instigators of the Georgian-Abkhazian
Conflict

Date: September 14, 2001

The South Caucasus (Transcaucasus) region is a particularly conflict-prone area in the 1990s after the disintegration of
the Soviet Union. Dr. Shnirelman focuses upon one of the conflicts in the region, that is, the Georgian-Abkhazian
conflict. The myths of the past golden age such as the ancient Kingdom of Colchis, the religious difference between
Christians and Muslims, and the in-migration of the Georgians into the Abkhazian area, all played important roles in
fanning the opposition between the two nations. These ideological and demographic factors were resorted to by both
sides and contributed to the breakout and the aggravation of the armed conflict. Dr. Shnirelman convincingly showed
that ideology creates an ethnic feud and may bring about an armed conflict. (Reporter: Masatsugu Matsuo)

The 72nd IDEC Asia Seminar
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The basic theory of corrosion and the currently used methods for corrosion prevention were discussed. Oxygen and
water in natural environment such as seawater, soil and atmosphere result in a corroding process of metallic materials,
and such a process will be accelerated due to some kinds of corrosion cell such as the oxygen concentration difference
cell and the different metallic materials contacting cell. Corrosion results in damnifications in ship hulls, offshore
structures and underground pipelines ect., and tremendous economic losing has been being undergone. It is possible to
realize the corrosion prevention for ship hulls, offshore structures and underground pipelines ect. by using coatings and
cathodic protection jointly, and sacrificial anodes made from aluminium alloy and zinc alloy as well as impressed current
have been being currently used for cathodic protection. A reasonable and reliable design of cathodic protection system
for a large scale and complicated structure can be achieved on the basis of numerical simulation analysis, and the very
large floating airport with the long life (more than 100 years) would come true in near future. (Reporter: Kimio Saito)
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The 73rd IDEC Asia Seminar
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The 74th IDEC Asia Seminar

Speaker; Pam Rajput (The director of Women’s Centre and a professor in Political Science at Panjab University, India;
Visiting professor, IDEC)

Theme: Women’s Movement in India: Some Critical Questions

Date: November 2, 2001

The focus of the presentation was placed on the last three decades during which resurgence of the movement was
taken place (mid-70s) and it has grown in magnitude and its outreach. Main topics discussed were the problems
(internal political and economic situations, physical/mental abuse against women, declining sex-ration, poverty
development debates and globalization, fundamentalism etc.), the strategies for equal participation, and the critical
challenges the women have been experiencing. (Reporter: Asako Uehara)

The 75th IDEC Asia Seminar

coobO0ooooOocoobooOoooocOooboOooooono
cooooooooooooon
00020010110 150

groibECcOCO0O0OO0OO0ooOOooooooomeECccOoooooooooooooooooooobooooonn
goooOoO0oO0oo0ooo0oooooooooUooooooooooooooooooooooDsnooooon
oooooobooboooooooboooooooooboooboooobobooobooo0obo0oooooooong
cobooooboobooooooOoobooOoboOoOoOobOOobOOobOobOOoOoOO0obOOoObObOOObOObDOObocOOoODo

oo oooooobobobobbobobbobo gddooooooooooboboboon
fromP. 2
(fromP.2) | » 0000 IDECO
terrorism, narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, trafficking of women and
protection of children. 200l0100000000000

SAARC promotes cooperation-dialogues with other regional organizations such as alalalaiaiaisls
Association of South-East Asian Nations and European Commission and works alalalaiaiaisls
closely with various United Nation's organizations and other international bodies. ooooooon
Beyond official linkages, SAARC also encourages and facilitates interactions among ooooooon
the private sectors; chambers of commerce and industry, legal communities, 0oooooo
professional groups and civil societies of the member states. 000000160

The SAARC Secretariat is based in Kathmandu, and coordinates and monitors 000001300
SAARC activities, services the meetings, and serves as a channel of communication alalalaiaisisls
between the SAARC, other regional organizations and inter-government institutions. 0o0ooo0oooon
The building is located in the heart of the city, near the royal palace, ministry of
education and Thamel, the tourist area.

The SAARC regional centers relating to tuberculosis, meteorological research,
human resource development, agricultural information, and documentation are
established in Kathmandu, Dhaka, Islamabad, Dhaka and New Delhi, respectively.

For any enquiries: SAARC Secretariat

P.0O.Box 4222 Kathmandu, Nepal

Phone: +977-1-221794 & 221785  Fax: +977-1-227033 & 223991
E-mail: saarc@saarc-sec.org, dirmal@saarc-sec.org

Web: www.saarc-sec.org
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