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Effects of Changein Speech Stylein TV Debates

—In Terms of Politeness Theory—
Y oko Otsuka

Abstract

The objective of this paper isto find the answers to the following questions.[] Cwhich speech style they
usein TV debatesllIwhen they change their speech style, if they do, and O Owhat the effects of changein
speech style are.

The two kinds of TV debates were transcribed, and their utterances were analyzed in terms of Brown
& Levinsorl[(ITT10s Politeness Theory and Usamid (I TT10 s Discourse Politeness Theory. We show
that in one TV debate, their choice of speech styleisvaried and their speech styleis changed according to the
content of their utterance. As aresult, it is suggested that what they really want to say istalked with the plain
form, and general information is conveyed with the polite form.
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