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Toward the Compatibility of E-L earning with Copyright Law:
With Referenceto the U.S. Revision of Its Copyright Law

Takafumi Hirose

Summary

Just like copyright laws of most other countries, the Japanese copyright law has exemption clauses for
non-profit educationa purposes; i.e, instructors are allowed to use reasonable amounts of copyrighted mate-
rids in classrooms without obtaining permission from copyright holders. In the case of present Japanese
copyright law, this practice is permissible only in face-to-face classroom situations and in live transmission
to another classroom operated in the similar manner to aface-to-face classroom. This, by definition, excludes
the use of copyrighted materialsin on-demand e-learning instruction.

In the United States, the[TTT] Copyright Law had created an environment just like the onein Japan now.
However, American copyright holders and educators discussed the matter very extensively for aconsiderable
length of time, and finally succeeded in amending the copyright law in(TTT1. While the new law allowed
more liberal use of copyrighted materias in digital transmission, it also laid out a number of restrictions by
making the entire educational institution responsible for the observance of copyright regulations.

By analyzing therecent U.S. copyright law] TEACH Act of (11110 the author argues amending the copy-
right law in this manner is beneficial not only to educators but also to copyright holders since the new law
makes both educators and students more aware of the nature of copyright and prevents them from violating
the copyright law from carelessness or ignorance. For the benefit of the development and dissemination of
the e-learning method of instruction in Japan, it is strongly recommended that the Japanese copyright law be
amended to make the digital transmission of copyrighted work possible in a restricted educational environ-
ment.
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