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Abstract

In this paper the development of “State Shinto”and its historical developments have been reexamined, especially
noting the concept of“Shinto”and it's development in history. As a result the following conclusions were
reached:(1)“State Shinto”is a national religious system which combined the doctrines of “Shinto”,which is nationally
ideological by nature, with shrines which were religious institutions peculiar to Japanese society. The infusion of
Tennoism and statism into the minds of the common people was intended through that combination.(2)The basis
of“State Shinto”was founded in 1871 and established in 1889-1890.(3)“State Shinto”underwent restructuring during the
Shino-Japanese War and the Russo-Japanese War. The restructured“State Shinto”remained intact until the end of the
Second World War.(4)There were some theoretical flaws in the work of Kunio Yanagida, the most severe critic of*State

Shinto”,which have resulted in today's mistaken concept of“Shinto”.
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