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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to compare various texts of the Shin-gi poetry contest and provide notes on the
poems and judgments given in the contest. The poems were selected in the third month of the first year (1201)
of the Kennin period. It was just before the compilation of the Shin-Kokin Waka-shii was begun in earnest. This
contest was undertaken by Gotoba-no-in, who was later to order the compilation of the Shin-Kokin Wakashii. The
central figures involved in Shin-Kokin Waka-shii selection participated in this contest. The participants criticized
each other’ s works anonymously. Nine works from the contest were later included in the Shin-Kokin Waka-shii.
Therefore the careful interpretation of each poem in the contest is also essential to understanding the Shin-Kokin
Waka-shi.
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