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Abstract

TERASHIMA Shigenobu (F7EJ%18) began to be an advocate of auxiliary cruisers (JRZER M) when joining
the navy as a civilian in 1890. It was the year in which the first session of the National Diet convened. He
wrote pamphlets aiming at gaining support for naval expenditure. His point was the simultaneous buildup of an
ordinary fleet of warships and auxiliary cruisers. Japanese naval power at the time of the Russo-Japanese War
in 1904-1905 was the completion of his earlier advocacy. In 1897, he was invited to join Nippon Yusen Kaisya
(HAREBA44E) as an executive. The company had a fleet of merchantmen contracted with the government in
advance to be laid under requisition during a war. His 1923 doctoral dissertation was the first analysis about the
making of merchant marine policy in Japan and its relationship with war.
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