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Abstract

In Japan, many products incorporating Universal Design (UD) have recently been marketed and successes
with such products have been increasing. In December 2002, the International Conference for Universal
Design in Japan 2002 was held in Japan, this being the first conference on UD to be held in our country.
Based on ideas proposed at this conference and the conclusions drawn, the International Association for
Universal Design (IAUD) was inaugurated in November 2003. Membership of the IAUD is not limited to
manufacturing industries. Its many members span all representative Japanese industries from the
distribution to the service industry. The IAUD will not just concern itself with educational programs related
to UD and the promotion of UD, it is hoped that it will be an influential proactive organization which addresses
complex UD problems that could not be solved by individual companies or industries, through cooperation
between industry, government, and academia. This paper describes the history of the establishment of the
IAUD, outlines its activities, and reports on Designing for the 21st Century Ill, a recently held international
conference on UD. Also, this paper looks at Fujitsu’s involvement in IAUD, the impact of IAUD on business
and its role in the creation of new business opportunities, and gives an outlook for future activities.
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Fig.1-Organization of the International Association

for Universal Design.
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