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Development of Next Generation Support Fighter “XF-2”
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The XF-2, which is the successor to the F-1 support fighter, is assigned for the missions of air interdiction, close air
support, air support of maritime operations and defensive air counter offense and also provides the territorial air space
defense. The XF-2 is jointly developed based on the U. S. F-16 fighter, applying superior Japanese and U. S. technologies.
MHLI is the prime contractor for this first co-development program of a fighter in Japan. After the maiden flight in October,

1995, the XF-2 has been flown by MHI to confirm its basic characteristics. From March, 1996, the XF-2 has been flown
by the JDA (Japan Defense Agency) in order to evaluate its overall perfomance.
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