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The Significance of Context — How to Use Denominal
Verbsin English Compositions —

Yoshiharu Kawamura

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze how students describe everyday actions in
English, and to show the significance of the contexts in which the actions take place when
students compose English sentences.

Many Japanese students tend to memorize English words by translating them directly
into Japanese equivalents. They do not give consideration to the context in which the
words are used. Thus, they tend to trandate Japanese sentences into English ones word by
word or phrase by phrase. That iswhy they are unable to write good English sentences.

| set up a conceptual model of general actions which are involved in certain semantic
roles: agent, instrument, patient, place, state. In atypical action an agent(actor) does an act
with an instrument which affects a patient (the movable object of the act) , as aresult, the
location or state of the patient is changed. | make up Japanese sentences which reflect the
conceptual model. | ask students to translate the sentences with denominal verbs.
Denominal verbs are verbs which are converted from common nouns without any change
in form. Many of them are originally nouns which have the meanings of agent, instrument,
patient, place, and state. Those denominal verbs indicate to students that they should
focus on the context of a target sentence and see it from different angles when they
translate it into an English sentence. That might be an effective way to cultivate
composition ability.



22 oooo

1 0000

goobobom@ooboobooooboobooboobobobmoooooo
goboboooooboobobooooobobooboooboobobooooooo
goooboobobuoobobboobuoobobnooboboboobooob
communicatived O creativel 000000000000 O0OOO00ODOOODOOOOO
gbobooobooboobgooboooooboboboooboboboooooooD
ggoooooooobobooboobbobobbbbboboooooogo@m oo
gooboooboobobooboooboobobooooobobobobooobooo
goboomooooobooobooooboobuooobobooobooboooo
gooboooobbooobbooobbooobobbooobboooobo
gooboooboobooboboooboobobooooboobobooooooo
gbobooo

gogbooobooboboboboobooobooboobboobobooobooba
gbobobooobooooobobobobooooooboobooboboboooboDo
gbobogoooobobgbooooobobooooboboboobooobooon
gobobooobbbooobbooobbooobbooobbbooooobob
OO0O0O0COD0OOdenomina verbsD O OO OOOODOOOOCOOOODOO
gogoboooobbooobobooobbooobobbooobobooooo
goboobbgooboobobooobooboooboob

2 0DO0OO0OOO

goboooooooooocooboooooa
guooooooboooobooooooooooooon
t20000obooboooooocoooooboboobooobooooooDLmoo
tomoooboboobobooooocooooboobooboOooooooo
ocooooooooooon
o3qboo0ooooOoooobooooooooooOoocOooonon
c40000000000D00000000000

gbobobooobooboboooomibobooobooboboooobooo
gogobooobobbooobbooobbooobbbooo™@m2nogooo
gobobooobbbooobbooobbooobobooobbooobobo



oooooooooboooooo 23

ooboooOooooooooboooooooooooooooooooooo
OoO0oOoooOOoOkickOOODODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOO0O
toboobooooocobooobooooooooooooooOoooOooonoOoon
ooMmaboooboooboooboooooooboooooooooobooooon
ooboobOoobooooocoboooooooom400obooooooooon
oobooboooooobobooboboobooooboooooooooooooan
oobooboooooooboobooooboooooooooobooooboooDoOon
coboooOooooooboocobooOooooobocobooOobooOoOoooOoooOon
oooooooooooooocoon
cobooobooooooboocoooobooooboooooooooooooo
oobooooooocoobocooooa

3 ODO0O0oOoooooooboocooon

0000000000000 @eceonversionD 00000000000 DOOOO
goooobooboobobooboooboobooomoboooboboooo
goboboooobbooobbooobbooobbbooobobboooobo
gobobooobobbooobbooobbooobbooobbbooooobob
opooo

ggobogobbooobobooobbbooobbooobboooono
OO0O0OO0O0OOmopO pind tape D0 D0OO0O0D0OOOOOOOCOOOODOODOOO
goboboooboobobgoobooobooboboouoobobobobboobooo
gbobibobooboooboboboboomoooomhooooobon
oo obooboooooobobooooboobuobDobooooo
googoobooboobobooboobooooboobomobooboooD



24 oooo

ooobDoooooooooo
oboooooocooooooboobooboobooOoobocooooooDoOoboOonboOoD:
coboooooobobOobooocooooooobOOobOobOoOoooboooo
ooboooooooooobooboooooooobooooooooooboooooo
coboobOooooooooboooboooOoooooOoooOoOooOOoOoDOOon
cbooooooooobodobobooooooooooooobOoooooooo
ooboobooooboooobooboooooooooooooobooobooDon
toboooOoooooooboocobooooboOoOoboooooooOobooOoooOon
coboobooooooboodoooooooooooooooooobooooono20
ooooooo7zoooboobobooooobozoooooon

01iooooooboboooddgooogoogod

gjd—goooooboobobboboboboboon

00O O O refereed nursed pilotD guard™
o —000oooooooooon

0 0O O O buttonO telephonel] mopO hammer(
goooo—0OQ0O00OC0O0O0O0O0O0OOUUOLOUUOOUOOUOOOOo

goddddooooooooo

00 0 O carpetd wax[0 waterd butter(
goooo—0OQ0oOopoOoOoODOoOooboooo

00 0O 0O boxO stage air0 fileO
gdoooo—C0O0O00O0O0O0OO0O0O0O0OUU0UUUOODUOOOUOOOOog

ooo

0 0O O 0O groupO curlO cashd pile

4 O00O0O0O

giliobo400C0C0000000000DOOCOODOOOOOOOSO00s800O
oobooboboibDl1200000b000b00Db1bO0Oooooooogy
oobz20b000bo0ooboocoboooboooobocoooobooooooooOon
ooooooooboobooboboooboooooboooooOoobDOobOOobOonn
OmvibOOOOOOOO0OO0OO0OO0OO0O0oO0oooooom@ooooooooooo
cbooboooooobobobooooobOobobOoobObOOoOOoobOoobOOoDnno
od



oooooooooboooooo 25

4100000000000 —010040
0000000000000 0D000O Hewasarefereeinthegame’ Obed OO
000000 DODO0O000OOplayddoOworkO OO Oreferee0 00000 DODODO
goooenboooomoooobbobodooooooooDloooono
beD0OOOU0U0OODODODOOOOOUOUOUOOODDOOOOOOplayD” play the
role of"0 dod “ dothejobof"OworkD“ workasd” OO O0OOO0OODOOOOOO
goooobbbbbooddooguoobobbbbboooooogooooo
OO00000oooooooO0o0ooooooomo2000Do0oo0o0o0oOgesd
O000Onurse0 00000 DO0O0OO30000000000000OOypilotdO
O0000037000bed 00200 000fly0steer0 0000000 DOOOO
040000000000 U000OguardC OO OO0 ODOOO

4200000000000—050080

0500000000000 00000000000put0 000000000
000000oDOoooDbOooooooboo2s000000dputD00nooonon
00O putthebuttonsonthejacket” OOODO0D0DODOOOOOODOOOOOODO
OO0000000Dooo0ooCcOUOhutton 00O O00OO0OO0ODOOOOOOOO
O00OfestenD OO0 doup0 OO0 OD0OD0OD0OODOODOODOOOOOODOODOODO
00000000000 oUUoUUoUoooUooUoooooooooooo
deld 0000000000000 00DO0O000Otelephoned 000 0OOMO43
O0telephoned D00 0cadlDOODOO" giveacal” OO0DO00OO0O0O170000
Oo070000000000O00D00O000000000000O00270000
O00O0ceanD 00000000 OOOO0OO0OO0OOOOOODOODOODO
0000000000000 0D00D0000000 mop on the floor” O OO O mop
O0000o00O0ooo0ooouMooUoooooooooosoooooooo
00000 hitwiththehamme” OO0 O0OO00O0O0460000hammer0 0000
O000o0oooooooooooood

o0o00oo00ooo00ooo0Oooo0omoooooooooooooo
0000000000000 00000buttonOmop0 OO O OOODOOODODO
0000U00oooooooO0oU0U0ooDooooOUoU0oDoDOoooooooOoo
ooo

4300000000000O00—09001200



26 oooo

go0o0oDO0bOO0bO00O00OC0carpetD D0 O0O0OO0ODOOOOOODOODO
COoobOOobDput0OOD0O02400000000000000000000O0CO
O27r0000000000C000120000000000000butterD00O0O1
OO0O0D0OpuOD 0000 MO0D0O0O00O00OO00O0O0OOOODOOO37ODO0O0O00
O0O000D0O0O0O0000O0COspreadd D0 O00O0OOspreadd 00O00OO0O0O0OO
cooooooooooobobooboooooooooooboboobomon
cooooom@moobooboooooooobooooobooobooboboooooboo
COo0OO0O0O0O0OO0O0O0O00C0CO00O0Ospreed0 D O00O0O0O0OOOOCOOOOO
oobooboooooobooobooooooooooooooooooooOon
000000000000 000000000000001200spread 000
OO00400000000000spread0000O0O0O0OCOOOCOOOOO1000
gbobobobobobobobobobobobobolen0ibononwax
O“ waxonthefloorr 0000000000 O0O0O0OOOO01600000000
O700000000000CO00O0C0OOfloordO* onthefloor” O0OOOO
oOooo0ooboooOo0oooboooooobOOooboobobO0obDoooODnnooooobooo
OOOoOOOwaerdOOO" givewater” 0000000000 O0O0O0OOO

4400000000000—01300160

gwoooboooooooosooobooooooomooomoooonn
coooooodobobooboobooisoo2s00o0muonooooooooo
ooboobO0o01e00bOOoO0obOOoOooOoooboooooooooooooon
coboooOooooooocobobocOoooOoobocoooooooooOoooOon
cobooboooooobooobooooooooooooooooooooOon
oobooobooooboooobooobooboooooobooooooooooooooo
coooOooooOobooOobOoooOooOoOoOoOoOOoOoOobOOoOoOoobooOoo

0100000000000sagel D0 000090 0Oplayd DO O OO O 220
Ooo00oO0ooooooO00000OHametDOOO0O0OO0O0O0ODOOOCOOOOOO
t0i1vooooO0ooOoobOocOobOoOobOoooobocOoooooooooOoooOon
ooboOooOoOoooooooooooooooooooooosvoooogono
cooooooooobOobobooooooboooolsobooooobooboooboon
ooooooooooooboooo

4500000000000 —01e00200
Olehoz200000001800000000000000000O000D0A0



oooooooooboooooo 27

00OoOooO0ob0obO0obOo0ooobOOobOobO0obO0oboboboobowOoon

46 0U00OOO0OOOOOODODODOO
ggobooobbooobbooobbbooobbooobboooobo
opooo

1. 00boobbOooboobobooboobooooba

spread0 (D O0O0D0OO0O0O0ODOOOODOOODOODOOOOOOODOODOO
goboboooooboobgboooobobobooboobobooooooon
OO0O0Osprexd0 00 00OCCOO0O0000O0O0OODOOOOODOOOOO0OMOIO
ooboooboboobooboooboboobooobomooobuooboo
O00000000O000o0bD0o0oD0o0000n operated controlDl DO OO0
00000000000 0oO00oDoofyDdooOoood0O0Osteer00nooQ
gooboooboobobgobooobooboboouoobobobobobooboo
goboooboboobooboboooobdg

2 0O000OO0OO0OobOoOoOooooOooooon

obooooooooooobo1boloooboooooooboooooooDoo
tooooooboobooboooocoboooooobOobOOoboobOocooboOooo
obobooboootnooooooobobobooooo@@mooobooooooo
oo0o00oOnoooobOoboooooooooboboooboooOoo2sbOzrg
oooooooooooon

3 DoOOosvouoonooooooobooooooobooa

svoooooooooooUoUooo+00+00oo0ooooooooooooo
0oodooobooooombooooooomoooooooooooog
gobooobboobbuooobooobboobobooobbooboboo
O0o0U0oooooooOOoU0U0oooooooUoU0UoooooooooOooo
00000000 moponthefloor® waxonthefloor” OOOO0OO0OODOOOO
goooobbbbooddoogoooobbbbbboooooooooo
ooo

4 J00OO0OO0OO0O0OO0OO0O0OOOoO0obOoOOo
gboooooboooooooobooboboooooobooomuoboonn



28 oooo

000000000000 020000000001600000000000
000000ooopooooo00oooooooCooooooooooOooo
Oo0o0U0oooooooOOoU0UooooooooOoU0Uooooooooogooo
goddddooooooo

O000000oooooooo0oooooDoooOOoU0UoooooDooooog
oo00o0ooo0ooooU0ooo0ooooooo0oooomooooooo
goboobobboooboboooboooobb oo booobooooo
000D00D0OO0ODOO0D0O0D0O0DOO0ODOD0D judge the game as a referee” 0O “ clean
the floor withthemop” OO OOOCOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
0go0obooo0ooooooboooDmoooooooboooooooooon
Oo0o0U00oooooooOU0oU0UoooooooUoU0UoDoooooooOooo
0ooooooooooddoogoooooooobbooooooooooo
goooobbbbooddooguooobobbbbbobooooooooooo
gooooooooo

5 000000

510000000

0000000000000 0o0U00oDoooOooODOrefereel0OO
oo0o0oooooOO0o00o0ooooooooogoooooooooooooooo
000000000 oDoObO@Ooooooooooooooooobooboon
OO000U00o0oooooOoO0oU00oooDooooOoU0UooDoooooooOooo
OO000000oooo0o00ooooooO000ooDoooo0o0U0Ooonbed
OO00D00O0" Hewasthe goakeeper.”* Hewasarefereeinthegame” 00O 0000
0000000000000 oooooooooooom
o000 ooobbooobooooooooooooon
0 [ Hejudged the game as areferee.”“ Hedidthejob of areferee” DO OO OO0
OO0000000000D000D Herefereedthegame” D O0OO0OOOOOO
ddddooooooooooo

gbbdoobbooobbooobbuoobboobbbooobbuobbo
oo00o0oo0o0oooo0ooooooooooooUoooooooooooooo
gooooobobobooddoogooooooobobboooooogooo
0000000000 0o0UooUUUUUoDooDoooooooOooooooo
0000000000 o0of0ooo0oomooooooooooooooo



oooooooooboooooo 29

goooooooboodooogoooooooobboooooogooo
0000000000 o0ooooDmoo0ooomooooooooon
OO0000000000O0U0ooU0ooooooooogn will you wash the
floor with the mop?’ O Will you dry the floor with the mop?’ O Will you clean the floor
withthemop? O OD0OD0O0OD0ODOOOOD Will you mop the floor?” 00O
oooooOoOoOoooooooooo

520000000

gbobooooinooobobooooooooooooonooooooon
oobOoooboooooooocoboobooobooooboooboooooooooooon
tboooooooobOOoboOoOooOoooOOoOobOobobOOobOOOobOOoOobOOoDO
Oreferee0 0000000000000 Orefereed 00 0000O0OO0O0OODOOO
oobOooboooobooooboooobooooooooooooomoobooomon
tobomoooomoocoobooooooobooooobooobooooogoo
ooboOobOoOoooooooboobo0oobooooooooooboooobOooDOoo
oobOoobOoooocoboocoboooboooooooooooOoooOoOonooDooOon
oooood

obooooooooooooboobobobooooobooboooobooboOoDo
OOO00OO0O00000000@uoooooooO0OOrefereed0 0000000
coooooooooomooocoooooooboboobobooooooo
ooboobOoooooobooboooooooooooooooooonoDOon
ooooooo

6 OO0

gogobooobbuooobbooobbooobobbouoobobbooooobo
goboboooobbooobbooobboooobbooobbooooon
gbobooobooboboboooboobobooooobobobooboooboooD
gogoboboooobobooobobooobbboooobbooobobooooo
goboboboooobbooobbooobbooobobbooobbooooboon
gooboooboobobgobooobooboboouoobobobobboobooo
gooboooobobooobobooobboooobbooobobooooo
oboboboooooooooobon



30

oooo

References

Clark, Eve and Herbert Clark. 1979. “When nouns surface as verbs.” Language 55. Pp.767-
811.

Fillmore, Charles J. 1968. “ The Case for Case.” in Emmon Bach and Robert T. Harms, eds.,
Universals in Linguistic Theory. Pp.1-88. New York. Holt. Lanagacker, Ronald W.
1987. “Nouns and Verbs.” Language 63. Pp.53-94.

oo0o0.1987.000000000000O0. OOO.

0000.1997.0000000000. OOoO0O.

00000.19¢.00000000000000O0. OOoooao.

od

EXOBRBIMARENTEBEHOTEEL 2 SV, 2720, EETELZVEEE, 208
B2 MEICBB L2 SV,

KEIAETL 7Y —%2HO,  (referee)

i —spELFERF L7, (nurse)
EFSARRITHELRATE 2, (pilot)

SADEDEN (VIP) 2#fi§ 5. (guard)

£ (jacket) DES & HiF% &\, (button)
FHICEHEEPIT TS NELAD,  (telephone)

R (floor) 2y 7THNWTL &V, (mop)
NyZ=TEFDLE (nail) 7o TL 2 & v, (hammer)
RAIEH =~y bR E v, (carpet)

10 58RICT v 7 2% F L, (wax)

SATEH/NT (roses) (kERD F T, (water)

12 737 (bread) /X% —%#aoT{NEEAD,  (butter)
B YVATERHEOLELL).  (box)

14 N4 Ly b (Hamlet) WEEBEEICEEESN D, (stage)

15 7 v 23> (cushion) 2EICHETL s (air)

16 ZDOHEHE (report) X7 7 A WIZANE L1z, (file)

17 ) K> (ribbons) ZHIZ (bycolor) HOHEL LI (group)
18 BRIk (thread) %2F8I12< B0 L&z, (curl)

19 5&A7/MDF (traveler's check) 13 & THEICTE T TH,
20 L4 (bricks) ZFHLIF% v, (pile)

O 00 N N W B W N -

—
—_

=1



ooobooooobooooooo 31
00 ooo etc. |vi. 000 |00D
|1 [referee(9), be(16) play(11) do(10) work(9) perform2) | 1 | 2 | 11 | 1
2 fnursee3d T o |1 ] 38 ][5
| 3 |piot37), be@)control?) | 2 o | a4 [ 6
4 guades)y 77T o0 Jo |1 2"
| 5 |button(2), put5)hangs) | 7 | 2 | 25 [ 6
| 6 [telephone(43), call(13) give(d)make) | 3 | 1 | o | 4
| 7 |mop(5),clean9)y 1 3 |1 | 271 | 4
|8 |hammer(7), hit(46) knock(2)strike2) | 3 | o |10 | 2
|9 [carpet(0), put(24) set(5) sheet(3) cover(2) | 4 [ 3 271 [ 4
| 10 [wax(20), paintdy | 7 |16 | 18 | 7
| 11 |water(28), give(26) take2) | 4 [3 |5 [ 4
| 12 |butter(1), put(16) spread@ paintd) | 3 | 2 | 34 | 9
| 13 [box(11), put(27) make(2) pack(2)take(2) | 6 | 0 | 18 | 4
| 14 |stage(9), play(22) be(7) hold(3) perform3) | 2 |17 | 7 [ 2
|15 |air(11), put(5) make(3) expose(2) give(2)take(2) | 5 | 1 | 25 | 16
| 16 [file(21), put(25)be@) make?) [ 1 |2 |7 |8
| 17 |group(32), collect(15), make(9), gather(6), divide2) | 1 | 0o | 3 | 4
| 18 [curl(37), make(S)roli4) | o | o | 18 [ 13
| 19 [cash(10), change(34), exchange(ts) | 2 | 1 | 6 | 4
| 20 |piles6), make®d "o |3 |5 [ 5




32 oooo



