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Patriarchy in D.H.Lawrence's Novels
from the Viewpoints of Sexual Politics by Kate Millett

Rie Suda

Abstract

Sexual Politics by aradical feminist Kate Millett coped with D.H.Lawrence's novels
on different terms than done in the past. It is true that the biographies of Lawrence's
admirers had a great impact on the formation of Lawrence's criticisms in the past.

While in Sexual Politics Millett criticized the mechanisms of patriarchy of
Lawrence's novels which was utilized intentionally by the author in order to dominate
females by the use of sexual power.

On the other hand, Lawrence called his literature 'art for his sake' as he thought his
art was personal and that his fate stigmatized him as awriter.

After a close comparison | came to the conclusion that Millett as well as Lawrence
considered patriarchy as a system which inevitably involved the modern in the male
dominant systems. Both writers thought that such a mechanism as patriarchy should be
destroyed in order to aid restoring health to males and females who suffer under the
morbid modern systems.
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Margarete Beede Howe, The Art of the Self in D.H.Lawrence (Athens. Ohio University
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The Letter of D.H.Lawrence, ed. by James T. Boulton (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press), 1969, p. 476

Dear Garnett,

Your letter has just come. | hasten to tell you | sent the MS. Of the Paul Morel novel
to Duckworth, registered, yesterday. And | want to defend it, quick. | wrote it again,
pruning it and shaping it and filling it in. | tell you it has got form-form : haven't |
made it patiently, out of sweat as well as blood. It follows this idea: a woman of
character and refinement goes into the lower class, and has no satisfaction in her own
life. She has had a passion for her husband, so the children are born of passion, and
have heaps of vitality. But as her sons grow up she selects them as loversfirst the
eldest, then the second. These sons are urged into life by their reciprocal love of their
mother- urged on and on. But when they come to manhood, they can(t love, because
their mother isthe strongest power in their lives, and holds them....

JMiddleton Murry, D.H.Lawrence: Son of Woman (London: Jonathan Cape) 1980, p.21
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