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Argument of Mark Twain’s Anti-lmperialism

Junichiro Sano

Abstract

Mark Twain presents various anti-imperialistic speeches and writings in the latter
period of his life. Twain accuses Civilization in China and the Philippines as American
Imperialism in “To the Person Sitting in Darkness.” Although he religiously and
politically accuses Civilization, he rather satirizes the adherents who support it without
value judgement by themselves: for he uses the same word — Civilization — as a punch
line in the same way in “The Dervish and the Offensive Stranger.”

By way of illustration, citations from The Innocents Abroad show Twain’s point of
view. Heinsists that there is no assurance in the people who depend on authority without
examination by themselves. In The Autobiography of Mark Twain, he indicates kindred
implicit faith in religion and politics allegorically, illustrating superstitious idea about
depilation. Besides, the theme of “True Patriotism at the Children’s Theater” comes from
his skepticism against artificially created public opinion; he criticizes his contemporaries
non-examined opinion that makes their public pronouncement, such as a Civilization
policy, merely at second hand. However, he supported the Children’s Theater at once to
educate coming generations to think and act for themselves.
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Voicesout of Utah

The White Chief (to his people) : This wide plain was a desert. By our heaven-
blest industry we have dammed the river and utilized its waters and turned the desert
into smiling fields whose fruitage makes prosperous and happy a thousand homes
where poverty and hunger dwelt before. How noble, how beneficent, is Civilization!

Indian Chief (to his people) : This wide plain, which the Spanish priests taught
our fathers to irrigate, was a smiling fields, whose fruitage made our homes
prosperous and happy. The white American has dammed our river, taken away our
water for his own valley, and turned our field into a desert; wherefore we starve.

(MTWS 148-149)
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There is not a modern plow in the islands, or a threshing-machine. All attempts to
introduce them have failed. The good Catholic Portuguese crossed himself and
prayed God to shield him from all blasphemous desire to know more than his father
did beforehim. (1A 44)
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“If | [an Itaian traveler] dared, | would say that sometimes they use a blasphemous
plow that works by fire and vapor and tears up an acre of ground in a single hour —
but — but — | see by your looks that you do not believe the things | am telling you.
Alas, my character isruined, and | am abranded speaker of untruths.” (1A 213)
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In my schoolboy days | had no aversion to slavery. | was not aware that there
was anything wrong about it. No one arraigned it in my hearing; the local papers
said nothing against it; the local pulpit taught us that God approved it, that it was a
holy thing, and that the doubter need only look in the Bible if he wished to settle his
mind.... (AMT7)
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.. .; when | hunt him remorselessly home he has to confess at last that “everybody
says’ water rots the roots of the hair.

Strange — it is just like religion and politics! In religion and politics people’s
beliefs and convictions are in almost every case gotten at second-hand, and without
examination, from authorities who have not themselves examined the questions at
issue but have taken them at second-hand from other non-examiners, whose opinion
about them were not worth abrass farthing. (AMT 401)
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And this so-called patriotism we mistake for citizenship; but if thereis a stain on that
flag it ought not to be honored, even if it isour flag. The true citizenship isto protect
the flag from dishonor — to make it the emblem of a nation that is known to all
nations as true and honest and honorable. And we should forever forget that old
phrase — ‘My country, right or wrong, my country!” (MTWS 188)
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“And best of dl, they [children of the theater] are taught to act for themselves and to
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think for themselves. It is this self-thinking that goes to make up the true public
opinion. We say we have public opinion in America. We have none. We only think
second hand.” (MTWS 188-189)
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Psalms |107:10 Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being bound in affliction
andiron;

Psalms |107:11 Because they rebelled against the words of God, and contemned the counsel
of the most High:
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