T h e The Japan Club of New
Orleans
“a—F Y U XEAAEES
No.261 March 2007 the 32™

BRI VA VHEBRIRSPABHAT L _N—F —REZDBHLE

AARANZORR1I ASH4 MIULEFEFORE) TCIEZARL RTFEL-EBEY, 27 L1V
O ZTHEIZL D FftOBYFEAALHAT L X—F —Z2 R IFTHS Z IRV ELE, 34
248 () IZFROKBIZLY RFEEZITWETOT, 55-oT TFEH > TIBIMTF I,
THEMAL OB OEREIL, i 504-529-2101 (Ex.12) , FAX, 504-568-9847, E-mail
hiroshi.hiramatsu@mofa.go.jp OV DHFIEIZ LV | MREFAE O E CHEEEZ BV L ET,

B
SRS
13:15 HE£EH K7V T7Ea—-vavyrrerZ— - 7T —ADEN)
RRET VA FETFRLO N RATRE
15:00 RETLAA ML R=F =3 (R b VoA LR T L_R—F 5
17:008H N—7 71—
19:00WE #&T
BIfEE Pk ®

Tour of Zen-Noh Grain Corporation on March 24™

Zen-Noh Grain Corporation kindly invites members of the Japan Club of New Orleans to a tour of their elevator
facility on March 24™. Reservations will be accepted until March 16™. This is a family event; please
participate as a whole family. Please get in touch with Hiramatsu by telephone, 504-529-2101 (Ext12), Fax
504-568-9847, Cell 504-782-0014 and/or Email:hiroshi.hiramatsu@mofa.go.jp.

Schedule

13:15 Meet at the backside of the Sears Store, loading area at Clear view Mall.
15:00 Arrive at Zen-Noh Grain Corporation in Saint James Parish by bus.
17:00 Party

19:00 Return to the Parking

Hiroshi Hiramatsu
Vice-Consul
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Dear Mrs. Mihoko Strong

It has been a long time and | wonder how have you
been? After | left my post in New Orleans in 2002, |
returned to Japan via New York. I am working for
the House of Representative now. | tried to
communicate with Dr. Strong immediately after
Katrina at no avail. I heard about the situation in
New Orleans from several friends of mine.

Mrs. Eguchi, wife of late Consul General contacted
me and others who held a post in New Orleans. |
apologize for this delay due to my busy schedule.
Mrs. Sugai wrote me a letter and informed me that
you are the treasurer. | am enclosing this check with
my apology for this delay. Please accept this small
gesture. This check is made payable to Mihoko
Strong.

My post in New Orleans remains as a treasured
memory which I will not forget even one day! |
met five governors in my region such as the ones
from Tennessee and Kentucky over twenty times.
However, my relationship with various people in
New Orleans was a very special and heart warming
one. | appreciate the kindness expressed toward me
in New Orleans. While | was there, we experienced
9/11 terrorists attack.

I received a tremendous support from the Japan
Club when the Japan Defense training ships called
on the city.

My wife and | very often talked about our enjoyable
and wonderful 2 year stay in New Orleans. |
remember having a good time when you and Dr.
Strong came to visit us often in our official
residence. It would be my utmost pleasure if I could
be of any assistance to all of you.

I believe that elegant and beautiful New Orleans
will be resurrected. | wish to visit New Orleans with
my wife when we have some time in the future.

| pray for your health and continued success and
extend my best regards to Dr. Strong. My two sons
are now attending medical school.

Sincerely,

Hideto Mitamura, Director General, Research
Office on Security, House of Representatives,



National Diet of Japan
Second Members' Office Building,2-1-2, Nagatacho,
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Dear Japan Club Members,

It has been a while since the Katrina event; | am
hoping everyone is well. Due to my new job, we
have moved to Columbia, Missouri.

I was the member from Mississippi for 18 years. |
enjoyed reading your activities in the Newsletter.
When | participated in your events, | was very
happy, and appreciated the members’ efforts.

As soon as | moved to Missouri, there was an ice
storm and | was afraid to drive under the unfamiliar
road conditions. | am trying to cope with subzero
temperature with the help of the local people here.

Columbia, where | was transferred, is located
between St. Louis and Kansas City, off Interstate 70.
Columbia and its surrounding towns are collegiate
towns, having University of Missouri and other
universities. It is a bigger public education system
than Mississippi. The highest employment is
education related jobs. There is a Japanese
language class taught by Japanese teachers in High
Schools here, as well as other foreign languages.
The second employment is Medical School
Hospitals and Medical School Research Centers.
The third employment is major insurance
companies.

We have four seasons. The town is a combination of
the old and new. There is no noticeable crime here.
There are many retirees living near the golf courses.
There are lots of fields and grazing within 1 to 2
miles of the city. It is obvious that the city is
expanding in each direction by building luxury
home sites, leasing apartments and fourplexes. In
case if anyone who want to get away from
hurricanes, high humidity, scolding temperature,
ants and mosquitoes, |1 would like to recommend
Columbia, except for rare occasions, we have ice
storms and tornadoes.
Please stop by if you are visiting this area.

Sincerely,

Yumiko Smith



P.S. I enclosed a small amount as a donation; | hope
Japan Club can use it.

Dear Sugai-San, January 22, 2007
Thank you so much for sending me the Newsletter
of Japan Club.

| appreciated very much the Eulogy for Ikuko and
the printing of her Haiku.

She enjoyed the Japan Club so much and her
friendship with her Japanese friends.

Also thanks for inviting me to remain a member of
the Japan Club and I will because Ikuko enjoyed it
so much.

I am sending $20.00 for 2007 dues and additional
$100.00 donation to the Japan Club in memory of
Ikuko Fukuoka.

Sincerely Yours,

Ashton J. Grayson Jr.
Late Ikuko Fukuoka
6079 Comanche St.
Jourdoan River Shores
P.S. Kiln, MS 39556-8110

Thoughts that I shall always remember of this
courageous Japanese woman.

“Throughout her illness, and weeks and months of
pain, Never, | mean never, did Kikuko Fukuoka
complain.”

While | was translating Mr. Grayson’s letter into
Japanese tears were rolling down on my cheeks
thinking about Ikuko-San. She was the youngest
and the most active in our Haiku Group. She told
me once that she could swim one mile without
stopping. | could hear her saying that as if that was
just yesterday. Sugai

HAIKU by Sugai

I never forget you, lovely winter camellia

You loved fishing, and served the catch the day at
the Haiku meeting
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We greatly appreciate the donors’ deep
consideration toward Japan Club. We will put
our best efforts to maintain the club’s prosperity
for years to come. All of our members thank
you very much. Japan Club Members
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[Zen-noh Grain Group contributed $3,000 to
Japan Club for Japanese Cultural Fair 2007.]
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The Eighth Louisiana Japanese Speech Contest
Louisiana Association of Teachers of Japanese
(LAT))

Due to Katrina we did not have the Contest in 2006.
This year we are very glad that the event is back in
New Orleans. However, shrinkage of audience size
is unavoidable. So please come and cheer the
students who are very dedicated to Japanese
language and culture.

The Eighth Louisiana Japanese Speech

Contest

1PM to 5PM, Saturday, March 31°"

Freeman Auditorium at Wallenberg

Art Center (Art Department Building)

@Tulane University Uptown Campus.
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Introduducing new members to Japan Club
Adam & Odette Williams
810 Cleary Avenue
Metairie, LA 70001

Adam Williams works for Jefferson Parish as an
Urban Planner and Odette Williams is MBA and
CPA and works for National Association of
Security Dealers as an Examiner.

The wife of the new member, Mr. &Mrs. Williams
is daughter of Mrs. Mihoko Strong.
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Japan Cultural Fair Sunday, Junel0,2007

Volunteers needed to cover the tables for:
Craft Products Sale

Calligraphy and Book Markers

Origami Demonstration

Those who wish to help us at the above tables, just
for few hours or more are requested to contact the
following people.

Kay Hirabayashi ~ 504-887-0602
Masako Lastrapes 504-455-4163
Teruko von Bargen 850-393-1413 (cell)

We are process of preparing the work schedule
chart. Your support is greatly appreciated.

Teruko von Bargen
Vice President of Japan Club
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Advertisements

JAFANESE
RESTAURANT
8433 Oak St.
N.O., LA 70118

NINJR  504-866-1119

NIN JA

Monday: Closed
Tue-Fri 11:30-2:30Tue-Thu 5 =10
Fri-Sat : 5 —-10:30 Dinner
Sat-Sun 12 — 3 Lunch
| Sundav: 5 —10 Dinner

Holinoya Restaurant& Sushi Bar
920 Poydras Street, New Orleans
Mon-Fri Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm
Mon-Sat Dinner 5:00pm-9:30pm

(To 10pm for Fri and Sat)
Closed on Sunday

SUBWAYZS
eat fresth

Yoni & Raj Pannu
Pannu Enterprises, Inc.
(501) 117-3282

Kyoto Restaurant
4920 Prytania Street, New Orleans
Ph 504 -891-3644
Mon-Fri Lunch 11:30am-2: 30pm
Mon-Sat Dinner 5:00pm-10pm
(to10:30pm for Fri and Sat)
Closed on Sunday

My sincere request to the gentlemen members of
Japan Club:

It has been 8 months since | became your treasurer.
| found out, by looking our past data that funds
came from Membership dues, advertisers and
donations. In addition, most importantly the large
portion of income came from craft sales and silent
auctions spearheaded by the ladies committee. The
ladies committee is quite active; in fact they held a
very successful business luncheon at Shogun on
February 10™. It is TIME NOW for gentlemen to
WAKE UP and DO SOMETHING for our Club:
The culture Fair is coming soon, on Sunday, June
10™. New Orleans Museum of Art is no going to
charge any admission fee this year and | expect
large crowd this year for this reason. Are there any
gentlemen here to LEAD a fund raising activity
during the Fair? Does anyone has an IDEA | am
asking gentlemen to be ACTIVE and CREATIVE
and DO SOMETHING as a gentlemen group to
promote the Fair and bring income to our Club!!!

Mihoko Strong
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Why don’t we change the Lady’s Group to the Craft Group?
Then anyone, men and women can participate in the Craft Party. | know quit few men
are excellent with Origami.

“We would be here only a few years” is a sad excuse for not joining the Japan Club. Please join Japan Club
that supports Japanese culture. | happened to read the article that appeared in the 15" year of the Newsletter
that was written by the late Consul General Eguchi. | felt as if | encountered him again, and | was deeply
impressed. Don’t you wish to leave part of your memories here with one HAIKU?

The next cut off date is May 10, 2007. RDO#EDHEI Y 1XH A +H TY,

Please send your article to: Jack & Sugai Barker 165 W. Forest Dr., Slidell, LA 70458-1123 Tel: 985-
649-2781 E-Mail s2u5gai@peoplepc.com

Japan Club of New Orleans
P.O. Box 8501
Metairie, LA 70011
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