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Zen-Noh Grain Elevators
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Paul Muehlemann Photographer
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Zen-Noh has the world largest Grain Elevators here in Louisiana along the Mississippi River. This facility has
the most important function to support Japanese food supplies and promote corn based industries. Sugai
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The Consulate General has a new home page; please let us know your opinions and /or comments. Thank you.
Consul Kojima  http://wwwneworleans.us.emb-japan.go.jp/index_j.htm
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The English translation of this article will be
published in July Newsletter. Editor

To Consul General Masaru Sakato

Paul Muehlemann and I had a wonderful time on
this visit and wanted to share some of the photos
with you!

The Japan Club trip that Patty and | participated in
was interesting, but long. Zen-Noh sent a big,
modern 55-passenger motor coach to pick up a
group of Japanese Tulane Students before picking
up the rest of us at Clearview Shopping Center at
about 1:45 P.M. The bus had numerous video
screens, and they showed us two Zen-Noh videos
while we were traveling to their plant. It then took
us to Convent, LA to tour their grain elevators and
grain handling facilities en route. Their grain
elevator in Convent is the largest one in the world
and is there to ensure an adequate supply of corn
and soybeans (and a little wheat) to Japan. The tour
at the grain elevator involved a lot of walking (not
so good for me or Patty), but it was

interesting. After the tour the bus took us to
Houmas House Plantation. It is beautifully
maintained. There Zen-Noh treated us a leisurely
walk around the park-like grounds and later on to an
open bar, appetizers and then dinner on the porch
crawfish etouffée, pork roast, beef roast,
sandwiches, etc. They even had a crawfish, corn
and pumpkin bisque in a kettle over a

fireplace. Everything was good. Zen-Noh even
provided a little Cajun-Country band with a
Japanese drummer girl for entertainment after
dinner. Our bus did not leave Houmas House until
after 7:30 P.M., so it was a long day.

Patty Habeeb Muehlemann, Vice President of
Japan Society
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Manufacturing Diamonds

Diamonds hold a mythical position in people’s
minds. They are the hardest substance know; so
hard that they can cut glass. Natural diamonds,
pure carbon, are formed deep in the earth’s crust
where carbon is subjected to high temperature and
pressure. It was long held that man could not
duplicate these conditions.

Yes! Diamonds can be manufactured and have
been for over 50 years. It was known that naturally
occurring diamonds were formed at high
temperatures and pressures and during the 1950’s a

process was discovered to make synthetic diamonds.

By subjecting graphite, a form of carbon used in the
common lead pencil, to a pressure of 55,000
atmospheres in molten iron at a temperature of 2550
degrees F synthetic diamonds are formed. The only
trouble here is the size; they were no larger than
diamond dust. Even this dust has a place in
Industry as an abrasive for cutting very hard
substances and for sharpening stones used to
sharpen carbide tipped shop tools

Quite recently a process has been developed to take
this diamond dust and turn it into diamonds of a
much larger size. Large enough and good enough
to be used as gem quality diamonds. But more
important this process will allow diamonds to be
used for many other purposes.

Everyone is familiar with growing crystals from a
solution using a seed crystal. This is the method
used to make rock candy, which are only large
crystals of pure sugar. Rock Candy can be made
by anyone by coating a moist string with ordinary
table sugar and then letting the string stand in
concentrated sugar solution. Over several days the
small crystals of table sugar will grow by the
deposition of molecules of sugar from the solution
onto the tiny crystals. How big they grow will
depend in the patience of the person.

Diamonds are crystals of pure carbon and can be
grown by the deposition of carbon onto the tiny
seed crystals. But, rather than using a water
solution as a source, a different technique is used.
Methane (CHa4), the main component of natural gas
used in our homes, is heated to a temperature high

enough to decompose the methane to carbon and
hydrogen known as plasma. If high pressure is used
the carbon from the methane will deposit onto the
tiny crystals which can be grown to the size desired.
These man-made diamonds are called synthetic
diamonds and in all aspects are the same as
naturedly occurring diamond

This new technology will make diamonds more
readily available to Industry to make use of their
unique properties of clarity, heat resistant, stiffness,
hardness and transparency. Due to their heat
resistance they can be used in the electronics to
dissipate heat and as transistors in heat sensitive
spots. Their stiffness and hardness make them
attractive as components of woofers and tweeters in
the audio industry. These two properties could be
utilized to made scalpels and blades for precision
cutting. Their clarity and heat resistance makes the
attractive for focusing lasers. Their hardness and
clarity could be utilized as windows for spaceships
to withstand the bombardment of micro meteors.

J. T. Barker, Ph. D.
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JAFANESE
RESTAURANT
8433 Oak St.
N.O., LA 70118

ﬂl“dn 504-866-111

NIN JA

Monday: Closed
Tue-Fri 11:30-2:30Tue-Thu 5 -10
Fri-Sat : 5 —-10:30 Dinner
Sat-Sun 12 — 3 Lunch
| Sundav: 5 —10 Dinner

&S

Holinoya Restaurant& Sushi Bar
920 Poydras Street, New Orleans
Mon-Fri Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm
Mon-Sat Dinner 5:00pm-9:30pm
(To 10pm for Fri and Sat)
Closed on Sunday

M UBWAY:
eat fresh-

Yoni & Raj Pannu
Pannu Enterprises, Inc.
(501) 417-3282

Kyoto Restaurant
4920 Prytania Street, New Orleans
Ph 504 -891-3644
Mon-Fri Lunch 11:30am-2: 30pm
Mon-Sat Dinner 5:00pm-10pm
(to10:30pm for Fri and Sat)
Closed on Sunday




Japan Club Tour Group at Zen-Noh Grain Corporation March 24, 2007
Taken by Jose Huerta
FENR—TAPMAZH+/N\NBLRACEFIADOBETHY £, K : 12:00 -5:00
BRRZECTHEELZWEEREVETLLMp—EBELZEY, B

We will have the Craft Party at Mrs. Teruko Von Bargen’s residence. This is a pot luck lunch. Please
Bring one item. Time 12:00 to 5:00 p.m.  Sugai

Please send your article to: Jack & Sugai Barker 165 W. Forest Dr., Slidell, LA 70458-1123
Tel: 985-649-2781 E-mail: s2u5gai@peoplepc.com

Japan Club of New Orleans
P.O. Box 8501
Metairie, LA 70011
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