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Consul General Sakato, Lady Tokuko RF#EEIRE Mr. & Mrs. Hirabayashi bk ZRZE




The Award Presentation of the 2007 Spring
Conferment of Decorations of Foreign Nationals
(The Order of the Rising Sun, Gold and Silver
Rays)

The Government of Japan honored Mr. George
Hirabayashi, former President of The Japan Club of
New Orleans, with The Order of the Rising sun,
Gold and Silver Rays for the 2007 Spring
Conferment of Decorations of Foreign Nationals. Its
presentation was held at the official residence of
Consul General Sakato on July 12th.

After congratulating Mr. Hirabayashi on the award,
Consul General Sakato introduced Mr.
Hirabayashi’s major accomplishments in
establishing the friendship between Japanese and
U.S citizens in this city through The Japan Club
of New Orleans, The Asian Pacific American
Society and the formation of The Japanese Garden
etc.Then, he read the testimonial both in English
and Japanese and presented the testimonial and the
decoration to Mr. Hirabayashi.
Mr. Hirabayashi’s reply was “It is a great honor to
be given such decoration. Because | have been
supported by many members of The Japan Clubas
well as my wife, I will receive it with my wife as
representatives of the Club.”
About 50 people attended the ceremony; among
them were former presidents of the clubs, members
of the clubs, Japanese business people, and the
media.
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At of the end of June 2007, the number of crimes
committed in New Orleans was 9,021. This reflects
an increase of 191.4%, up from 3,096 crimes
committed during the same time frame in

2006. The number of murders has risen from 37 to
83, an increase of 124.3%; and the number of
burglaries with a weapon has risen from 213 to 413,
an increase 93.9%. The spike in crime may be due
to the fact that those involved in criminal activity
before Katrina, such as drug-dealers, who had
evacuated to other parts of the country after the
storm in August 2005, are now returning to New
Orleans. These statistics suggest that criminal
activity involving drug-dealing may continue to
rise; and, as "turf wars" heat up among gang
members, the number of homicides may also
increase as a consequence.
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Consul General Sakato and Mrs. Sakato visited
the Japanese Garden

The President of Japanese Garden Society, Dr.
Strong informed us that Consul General Sakato &
Mrs. Sakato donated a $500 check toward the
Japanese Garden. We all are deeply appreciated
Consul General Sakato’s personal interest toward



the Japanese Garden. They also donated $500 to
the Japan Club which makes their donations totaled
$1,000. Thank you very much to

Consul General Sakato and Mrs. Sakato. Editors
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LSUHSC’S STRONG HONORED
INTERNATIONALLY

Dr. Jack Perry Strong, Boyd Professor and
Chairman of Pathology at LSU Health Sciences
Center New Orleans’ School of Medicine, has been
selected as the 2008 recipient of the President’s
Award by the United States and Canadian Academy
of Pathology.

A 1951 graduate of the LSU School of Medicine,
Dr. Strong joined the ranks of Drs. Michael
DeBakey, W. Walter Menninger, Victor McKusick,
and Denton A. Cooley when he was presented the
John P. McGovern Complete Physician Award by
the Houston Academy of Medicine in 2004.

In 1980, Dr. Strong became the first Boyd Professor
on the LSU Medical Center campus. The Boyd
Professorship, established at LSU in 1952 is LSU’s
highest designated rank, and is awarded only to
faculty scholar-researchers who have attained
singular international recognition in their respective
academic disciplines.

Dr. Strong is the principal investigator of the PDAY
(Pathobiological Determinants of Atherosclerosis
in Youth) Study, the longest running and most
comprehensive source of information in the U.S.
about how early heart disease begins in young
people and how it progresses.

Dr. Strong was the first person in the world to
conclusively document the relationship of smoking
to atherosclerosis (hardening of the arteries), One
of the major causes of coronary heart disease.

Dr. Strong is a member of the International
Academy of Pathology and US-Canadian Division
and Japanese Division, the American Society of
Clinical Pathologists, the College of American
Pathologists, the International Atherosclerosis
Society, and is a founding member of the Jefferson
Parish Medical Society.

Dr. Strong is either the author or coauthor of 331
articles, books, and book chapters on the natural
history of human atherosclerosis; the epidemiology,
geographic pathology and pathogenesis of
atherosclerosis; and the geographic pathology of
cancer.

Dr. Strong is President of the Japanese Garden
Society of New Orleans and other
Japanese organizations.

These are only few extracted from much longer
information, and did not even mentioned about Dr.
Strong’s huge donations to Japan Club and the
Japanese Garden Society.
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Bonodori Laughing with my friend, happy a
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Haiku

Children are dancing in lovely Kimonos
Children in long sleeves followed the dance
They are so cute dancing very seriously

Music; | made my powerful steps forward
Bonodori laughing with my friend, happy day
We meet with new friends, that is Bonodori

In the U.S., we have Bonodori without a Shrine
A Youngman danced a sword dance at Bonodori
I made a pose in Kimono show off beautiful OBI
Introducing Japanese Classic Dance at Bonodori
My three friends show us beautiful Classic
Dance

Sugai EF

We received a thank you letter from Mr. Cecil
Murphy for the flowers. We are so happy to see
him in good health as usual at Bon Odori.
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Congratulations!!!

Dr. & Mrs. Ohkochi, congratulations! A Baby
girl was born last August 30", her name is Suzu
Nola.
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Consul General Sakato wrote the history of the
relationship between Japan and New Orleans as
he mentioned at the Bon Odori. Japan Club will
publish it as the separate booklet and mail it to
you. Editors
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Our trip to Japan during this summer break
Sanae Keyser

This was the first time for all of our

family members together to travel to Japan during
this summer vacation. I'm from Osaka City. But we took the
first trip immediately to see the Kozakura Dance School's
Yukata Matsuri Recital in Kanagawa Prefecture. | was very
happy to see the Grand Master Sumako Kozakura and

many familiar faces. We became good friends with those
Kozakura members when they visited us for the past Japan
Fest in New Orleans. They were worried about our situation
after the Hurricane Katrina. At this event Teruko von Bargen,
a member of the Japan Club, was with Nicole Dinardo and
Andrew Farrier, both students of Tulane University, who were
there to represent Kozakura USA to perform Japanese
traditional dances. They received a big round of applause for
their performances. They were also invited to the ceremony
where Teruko gave a speech about the process of their arrival
and our community. After this memorable event, we also
went to Tokyo Disneyland and Disney Sea. Luckily, those
theme parks were not too crowded at that time since Japanese
schools haven't started summer break, yet. A friend of mine
in Tokyo took us all around the Tokyo area. She is now
married and has a son. We were able to renew our friendship
as a family.

After we came back to Osaka Prefecture, we visited
Kaiyukan aquarium, Tennohji zoo, Osaka castle, Universal
Studio Osaka, Shitennohji Temple, Tenmangu Shrine, Osaka
Tower and etc. Also Grand Master Hidewaka Hatsuneya and
his wife Kazuki kindly took us to their events to participate for
three nights. | became friends with them when they were in
New Orleans to perform Kawachi-Ondo at past Japan Fest for
a few times. At one of his events | was able to see the exotic
Tenjin Festival's dragon dance which is taught by his
friend. We also visited Hatsuneya Memorial Stone in Hirano
Park. Osaka became very convenient in the past years. My
father who is the eldest son took us to the house which he
inherited from his parents in Ibaraki City on newly
built monorail. He kept this rare traditional house, at least 100
years old, for us to visit. Our schedules were packed everyday
in Osaka. But I managed to meet my childhood friends and
talked until the last subway train.

The second trip was to Nara Prefecture. My brother lives
there with his family. They took us to two beautiful national
treasure Yakushiji temple and Todaiji temple in Nara Park
area. His and my children had a lot of fun with playing and
feeding the wild deer which roam freely in the park.

The third trip was to Okinawa Prefecture. Manza beach
was clean and hermit crabs were all over. We viewed the
coral reefs and many different species of fish. Nature's
beauty abounds because there is no housing but this
hotel along the beach in this area. However, Naha City was
very big. My friend built a gorgeous modern house with glass
wall and red roof. The red roof is mandatory building code
surrounding the Shuri Castle. To our tourists' eyes Si-Sa lions

and red roof are rather unusual and cute. But my friend has an
image of them as old-fashioned. She confided to me that she
almost didn't build that house in this location when she found
out about the building code to preserve the old scenery.
Unexpectedly at the end of this journey, we were fortunate
to be invited to Wakayama Prefecture by a family of my
sister-in-law. They were so kind to take us to Koya
Mountain. We took a long steep scary cable car up the
mountain. It took us to the famous temple village on the
top. It was built in year 800 by Kukai. Afterward we walked
through grave sites for many historical characters. The family
treated us to a lunch of Monk food. It has no meat but they
were beautiful and delicious.

We took a long 7 weeks journey. Among all, | treasure the
time | was able to spend again with my family and friends
who live in Japan even though I live far away in the America.
We had so many precious experiences. But it still
wasn't enough time to do it all, yet. So I'm looking forward to
the next trip in future.
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Welcome new Members:

Mr. & Mrs. Shibata, Akira&Yukiko
Koki 2 years son

3443 Esplanade Avenue  Apt 256

New Orleans, LA 70119

Mr. Jun Yamashita



3809 Alfred Place, Jefferson, LA 70121

Farewell Party for Consul General
Sakato &Mrs. Sakato, and his staff
November 16, 2007 at

Smilies Restaurant, 5725 Jefferson Hwy,
Harahan
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How to cook Red Bean and Rice can be found in
almost any cookbook, so we will not translate this
article.

Mihoko-san also wrote an article about Sausage
which will be included in the next Newsletter,
November. The editors
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JAPANESE
RESTAURANT
=3 8433 Oak St.
< N.O., LA 70118
!!INJﬂ 504-866-1118
NIN JA

Monday: Closed
Tue-Fri 11:30-2:30Tue-Thu 5 =10
Fri-Sat : 5 —-10:30 Dinner
Sat-Sun 12 — 3 Lunch
| Sundav: 5 —10 Dinner

Holinoya Restaurant& Sushi Bar
920 Poydras Street, New Orleans
Mon-Fri Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm
Mon-Sat Dinner 5:00pm-9:30pm

(To 10pm for Fri and Sat)
Closed on Sunday

SUBWAYES
eat frest™

Yoni & Raj Pannu
Pannu Enterprises, Inc.

(501) 417-3282

Kyoto Restaurant
4920 Prytania Street, New Orleans




Ph 504 -891-3644
Mon-Fri Lunch 11:30am-2: 30pm
Mon-Sat Dinner 5:00pm-10pm

(to10:30pm for Fri and Sat)
Closed on Sunday
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Jean Okamoto has been sick; she received two surgeries for her cancer and now getting radiation treatment.

I am helping her to take her to East Jefferson Hospital for a treatment, hair appointment etc, but if more people
will call and volunteer to help her, it would boost her moral. Mihoko

There is a message from Jean Okamoto, that she appreciated receiving Maurice’s Pastries from Japan Club.

The next cut off date is October 31, 2007; however, please start to write as soon as you receive this
Newsletter, thank you.

Please send your article to: Jack & Sugai Barker 165 W. Forest Dr., Slidell, LA 70458-1123

Tel: 985-649-2781 E-mail: s2u5gai@peoplepc.com



Japan Club of New Orleans
P.O. Box 8501
Metairie, LA 70011




