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Notes on the Excavations of Ainu Skulls by Kodama Sakuzaemon(1):
Background and Outline

oA ¥ W
UEKI Tetsuya

F—7—F: HAPMHRE S RE#AYS NEE  EEY &

Abstract

Kodama Sakuzaemon collected lots of skulls and goods from Ainu graves in
Hokkaido, Sakhalin and the Kuril Islands. Although his excavations have been
criticized by Ainu people, they still hold a decent position in the academic field.
The opposite attitudes toward them disclose the social power activated behind the
authority of academic knowledge. The first part of this paper tries to provide the
background and the outline of Kodama’s excavations. The craniological studies
resulted from them and their socio-political problems will be treated in the next

part which will appear in the following volume (s).
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1. FUSIC

19824E bl R E I, AbiEE Y 7 VIR OMwE&bEIcx LT, 1004
DT A4 X NEDFEFRRE SN TWDLIEZREL, NBR2TRELRNXD
W U AW RE D OZFNIC g ] 2B L TRFTAZEE2HH L.
[#EE ] IZ1I9844FEFICHER L. Z NIRRT ¥ VIEITE B4 F v L8 (HE3E5%)
PHAETDON TS, Lo L, FHIHRITEL > TAEORERLZ Hwabe
7o IR, deRKiE Tirge ] 2B HICH& Z2IEA TW i (F)21983).
T )MAOEFIH LT, A UHH TREICEERE R L7, &
HEOMEBED, 74 XMOFZ0OFHFZ LiEFo LolkFELZs720TH b, &
DL EIRPZOBME LTRHBI L7z [l L. WEELAHMICX
5T A XEE ORI & FET AR S 22\,

BEICE A7 A X NE5RIE. S EFTHIEABIIEOMAIL LTLIEL
WEERENTE T, 728 ZIX1985EICF 7 v TREETHHEHER S 2 HF 108
SL72 I7 A4 XESMERN] < BEEMIBEL, [74 XOWEEELHEMWMLT
ZOMERREENZELHL, H5VRHELAOESEFHRLTTA XOREN,S
HHRELALEEZRELZEANE LT, #8MICRFEHEIATVwEE] ©
—NEBEL, ST il RFEFIEIZ L ) 2 FAH L. A8
PO ETERREITE TOMIC, FXTHRUESOANEERELZ. HAE, &
NAEZTAXEHLOMBRE > TBMW L. A5, JFICHETZT 24D
TWeDThHs] L LA FBRAME1988, 23, 65),

L2l ZRICH20b ST, Ll b [l oRkikTid, 74 X
WeE & LCOREDMEDTRFHMARE B LZ L) IR v, &
& Z2IE 200069 HO H2510H 9 H ¥ el B ix, By - BE
ALy arilAhBIORTAXOMR] LETLEIEEZFAKEL, [JBEa
Ly yav] & TENRABBEOTA XLy var] ALz, 72007
B O R — A R—=VF, RO LX) RFHEZERL TV 25,

[ 5 O JCAb 8 K 2 8 e B A P&, 4 R Rk iy
BBAERET LT A XRIRFEHEEOF T, 74 X RIEEROHITH 2 &
DEFFRZ BN, M A2 CHNHEICB L RT7 4 XRIEEROIUE -
AL - BRI HRAEL F L, SIESINERHE. BIC—IIEEIC X 20X
BEFNCE LT B LR bYEICBIT ST A X RIEFHROERE T
BELEFRE LT, wooER2L2 [BEILZ P a v ] LIRS X9
Ry FELAL

' http://www.museum.hakodate.hokkaidojp/ (200548 H22 H¥ w7 > ua— ),
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Nigix THER ] TREBR] oWBIckEsh, [ ] & v BEAHEERD
SO ZE S ZED, [FI] OREZHVTW 5,

b A, — I THRZMHLUAFICELET 212 W2 245, FEEC
NEBPTHEIREIIEDRD D 5. [W7E] 2 [FH] 2 [HEH] & K
LTHEAOHHEZ L, ChEHAZHIEIEONERELTE, BELOK
HFEHIE, RIEEPORMEE LT TR, MOMIMEH L VI BETS D,
ERELT 2R LTVWEDTH S,

LA, HLIETEROHATIED A, ZORMOFERBIIMKE L TH
FIIZL2ESNRTOWARWE ) ICBDbN S, FEE RN 2o 72 XHTE 2,
T A REBIICIZITE A LMA TRV, WTFTR, SHBORHD7200D
FhifEE L LT, REOANEREEROE2RA D, RAOER L L 5
X, BEBEE R LA SER O Z 5 S O TR WA RAICIHEHED
TREMEL T L, KTUT THRNESLFENME R &2 KT %,

2. EEEOER

2—1 7AXEM [FEiE] OFRE

TAXERO 5 IXEEICIZCEDL LOTIER V. FCRTABHFERE
TR, BRI TT 4 XGOSR S5 & 1R,
EFZICE D74 2B [FHH] 2L T o725

HAT, 74 XBEEPSONED [FEHR] 2SRMICEEE Shold, BE
JCAE (18654FE) DEROFHFE HIMOFETH 5. HEEOEEEFHE 2L
W EE 124D, HFA»S 4K BTN 2 51307 4 X NG 2EBNITEDHIN
L7ze EMOFMIIH NCTR SN, 74 X O CHERTAEEHF & %
WL, FHHH LU 3HIIRMEMICILIEE & L CTRE Sz, JEEHFIIMT S
M, BREEIN, 74 XNBEEDZHDLNELEZ LR, Thzd il

2l 2IEVHEA (1983) IREDT A X EMIEHIC OV IE (A 181) TREE (1936)
WICE R L7272 Ty AT H T v,

PEICI L TA XEG ORI, 1867 AEICHERAY 3 — Y - N 7 GBusk AL
HET A XOHET 1O 5 L720OPRITH S, Hi\»T 1870 127 1 ¥ A J.B.Davis
WAEOIHEET 4 XEFZFM L7z TNUUE, RO EL LI, BELDTA
AEFEFNEZIT R > TwAD (JBE 1939, 2-8. 1 1971b & &),

T ZOFEIC oW TR, BN AR OIS IZ R AR - TW D (WA 1866)6
INBHIZH EDWT, PO THERIECY [AHHFEMRE] ([CHFoMEL S L (M5
1918<1983>) \ JEAR/NHH TR (1987) A3EHR %2400 ¢ B L7ze 2 RIFRM (1967,
%12 %) IZREMER 2 AV CREMORNIE 2 BRET LT 5, S E 2R Ediis
COXEIZR SN,
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1IBADER . S 7z,

—J\ FoO4kiFay FoAFbELR, EEEANIFERTOH =0
HVFVRBEEETHRVBELTOZD, LIRS EEIFEAHIC o TERESR
720 LA L, BREENZBOEBIZOVTIREMIEL L, BRSNEEr Y
FAZE0FFREINZEZEZLNTVSS,

TAXDEBFELEE L-0IE, AHEEREWYEE- L7257, #HEHER
WBZFOEFEEZITT, TAXOFEFBH LA, L-L, wFhitg L Zo®
fECid, ZEWRMIIRM SR E Sh, TRl sEbishs e b,
LCENZHHICRIEINLZ LD Lh o7,

Z D%, WREHE 2R T, WEIRY (BRISFEIRS) ZHulb &3 5 F#iili s
RIS NS &L BT, EE— AL BREWVIEAZMIC L > THARIZE
FIGZEMRGEDSD 72 5 SN sz 18844F I I EEH IE TR %2 F I Bt ASHSE A DS
BALE I, EHFR NEHFOMIENFMEALT 50 COFTHARADERZ D
Ly, BHSICEoTauRy 2 VEHPBI LN E, T XD
NFZEBODE E > T L,

Hl DS EO— N2 5 7275 ER A RFER AR A HEZ O/ I R R 1L, 1888
ELIBBIEDE, [T 4 X NFHGROZ ] bl & JefT L7ze [A~XEHK
DG, BEERET L] DI R b 2 ORRITHIZ, 1RIZ1604 0 7
A XFAFZNET L Ll AEHERREZE L LTELDOLNDL EZ A
Je2 THIANZ= B2 OBEES N2 TR, ZORMIC K > THED-HF O
WD EOLBE L O EREL, HAREZRBT2MHFH - NHSEHE L
TOMERHELL TV,

NEIHIT L o TIHRO SNHZFWE AL, KIERRIZ R 2 EmEtFED
BAL LB, BWAFTOFHNICL AWML EREICAL IR D, ZOHL
. EEREK R E S OFE TR IZ o 72 (BF1934) . B IE Ko A
FEPR 2 FEMRAOIZHE LED 72720 TH  1244EBRERTT A X OEZFH L.

N (1987, 272)0 LA L. [H#EBHEH] 1213, 74 XIHETOEICETHL
THizH»EN2TT, #LHBERZL bR Do) FEdREHRIN TS E v
5 (N 1987, 276),

CHEDOBRIVoAT Y FUICHEIEN, WWREETA Y4 ADFIES TV 5B, FffdH
o4 AL REBINZHDRERLHARICE 72 LTWAED, SEM% W (K
% 1967, 386-7)

T 1888 AE WX IE HIER DS —F 75 o 720 S ORIEHATIZOWTIE, /IR EKE (1935)
R, MEFOHEIZD EDWAE (2004a. 2004b) ICEEL W, 1889 4RI EEET-HFEAT
L7206 HATOMFEIEETDPFELLRLELTWSD, BRIZMIAShTwiwy UhEHE
FT7-1897)
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S50LL T 4 R N ARFELIRY . HARFABABEZ 725,
REMELABEMOFIIEZ ) LIWROERR LI EL TW5, BEHE,
X DOHTHCRDOWE7EH & & I/ LIEHOMEZ Y R, oz
R HH LT de LA L, ASIFRHEORMIE, JRE IS N Eho72d
DDBHLETTAXDREBA T b, LR FEPLEERMEZZIT 2L
Bbhd b OOMEBEMAOEMMLOFHMERE CBR LD TR
720 THUTH L TREDFEIIZ, FIL S NI ) O HARZEMARE S OBF7EHR
B O—BE LT, OARBKHAEZZBEMREZD LlfE2720 5, dLigE
EIRZEMHFHEZHHEL, 74 XAFO (1] 28 [ 72 MEkraFsE &
LTirebhiee 74 XEHO [543, RAWI3EIR & L TLE S h7zas
FAFTEARBI ORET & & b1 KB BRAEEI N EE L T DTH %o

2—2 BFRFHRESOHERE
WREDOFEMATTONIZ19304FRUE. EIFRKIZ X HHRAMZEOB RAEE - 72
BT H Ho 5 1 KIFRIRLK, FREHHBEOLEFHrhsd L)1k
D\ L9274R IS BRI R AV IE S A, BHANFIE O IEFTI NG 720D LA D36 £
> TCWizo ZOWNOHT, FAFIREUZ BT 2 BARM R 2 7.3 2 LB
FRABEPSDBEAOND X HI12% % (AEI79, 202-11)

19304E 1% 5 & HADS [H I TIH % HERI IS 8 Ui F oo e %
BT ] I %% & & DI, THOHMZHEILIZFTH L X OBFI1H
BRSNS MRARB L HIL AW FEDIRPL 2 5 TS | v, v ) AT
FHEFUCE £ 5720 19314F 1 B LBebe R oA~ HEROHTA
e /NP ESPR 2 OIS LTy AT SR HEE AR B D S Bl & 00 ST B AN 2
0\ [4E 3 HII AR B9 % Sk BB - Rk Be i i &% (23R th S 7o
LG —BTakEI N, 7 HICIEREAERSBOFICIRIE S NS, [FRO
SEE) I IR S ESER ORI & ) AR OBGRZ L TR R | S, [ ER R

8 FEIMOMT1E, IHE (1943, 215-61) ICEEL Vo WWHICOWTETHELTHL &,
TR R DO BFIE & 47 7% o 72 731 SRR DS HUAR AT R 2 R S 5B 78 D IRE & KD 72
B, BEEOFHIE=S & & DI IICHEMBICH T L. BREICEHBR~OSIN %8
DN TH B (A 1994, 220f) o FHBHIZ KRB CRELEIIZEICIEHE T 5 & & I,
ZHFAIDEL Db, T [HE] BE LT HHEOFRED 5L O H HE R R
ZRHM L. 19384F 6 A 30 HRTHRF L KREF I SN RRMISKBIZEF RO
05 2 CRAR 2 FHATIH T S FOMAHER L. 1941 IS K Z Tk M2 SR A RL40F
FRHTRSP R HEERRHIZZ B (354 1987)

O HAEMARELS (1935)0 FUHICEELTIE, XA Z A F 2050512, TREFOT
A BRI D 720 MO THRIZDOWT b FREDOIL % U757 %
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T 7 SE FR 25 b T TR OV 2 2240 O R % (X 1) LLC IR O FEFERESE O B % & 13X
LEDEROEERD—HEADIC] BEoizb v, H19324FE 9 HIIIGHRKE
DEF, ¥R, BEPREoREFLWRE L, FEI2H M FEA B RS AR
BV ENTzo [FIR] 1380, HMOIRMZE U7z TEORE] [FEED
%] ZHIELTW/A0TH D (HARZEMIRMR1935, 1-2, Ji E1965,
147f)

& OBBAIBLE A B LD, ORSRIITINBERAKRE Tl E R0
FEEIRAE Uzo MERIZEF S, B, B3 BB, A SRR S
. 5%AOMFETICBIFESR. &FEA. 55 FROBBREISML. K¥
POIHEL KB Bk, BO&EWERY B X ORAH, BERAORED
HEDO5RATWE (A2-3. 6-7)o

EE&IZ. REPSOTIHE, BFHBI4E, FNEIcd &%, §TI219324
8 HIZ&HiBh LTIS0H M [T 2SHLES N TWAAS 19344E 1 A
OB E T TICTHE0H M. Bl S 04705 HASRE &I bz,
FA &, EEREOIC19344E 3 A31IH A TI80H6611IHDH LiAA D H
0. 42F6111HDINAFEA L SN TWb, RLLZHEOENZH L0, =
EGBSOER/NER L ZHEHSHOZHEAT, L HIT50HH, 2ow
THEREGaA (ERELAHEM) . MMk att REORIR) o255 1
7207z (F65LAT)o BAIREAIE, HAE2000MH 2D XL, FHLA
FEENPET ST EBRIIZZOI05D1IEERE 728w (JAEL79.
205-6) o

M IE A ZE 2 RS PR - 72 DI EMR T, R 14 (BRI RE AL
KBE) . BLEML 1 AANE»NE0, R OEEKRE L LT, HM5
BFHNCLLT O120 8 E R H X 3%IE S iz,

BowEZRES B BURY

BEBEZRRES T Wy

BEEEZRRS R XY

BUEERES By PHEY KX HERWIEAE

BHEBELZHS MR LY RHE RS Y BREy ALY

EARERES HWHEY: MY RS

BLEEZREE By WWE ANEYE

FBINVEEZRRS BEY WA

FIVEEZRS ISAWEY BWMIE NI MUz R
¥OREY

BTHERES IDHEXY BRIE
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Br—WEZRES bARY By

BTOWBEZRAS BY MY BEY KER
FAHEERZERIEL HNEESEEHONEHEZHE L THTOERE
MRS LARSHORANIZEZ AT 2 3hi,

FMAIRE LS ORI, 1AV SoRFEE2SE LB E5 2508,
2) AR B S SRR A 2 4T 72 9 b DIl Tz, WFZEBIBIE 19334
BEHSRE SN, YNFE~OB & U<, piflldlff o Bggicsk LT25H
5833H504%. £ HA1641F 12Kk L T25776740 3585 D i B AsE S /2 (.
10, 14) % E 512, [HEMEROIEIMK ) Fk O REAZ O e FE] &
LT, 10057 — <IN s, ZRICS U TOMNBEASSRB SN, 20
Ho—od%, BIVNERED [[T74 X ] OEZNEEEWFENRENE] T
HD. BESOREBIZORENIEED—HE LTITLbN/bDTHb, Ih
L1005 NRRESTH T L. MIEREREH, ZERA. MEEEZESF 713
UToksi1c%s ([H56),

B— WA MRS 2 LR ONFTE EETh BT
B SREMEE RO AN KL NEFEEE L
B AT RO FRHEET A
U LSBT AR A IR AT SR BMER BT
N =W ) | o R A N R e R 2

FEOE BL
BN ORBBURBORICEE§ 2 BlGn M EBRMDIZE  MHBEE B2
Bt [Foa—~<] CHT A% ES5X  HBA
BN T4 X OEFHRIEADFRENE  AF & HBA
SEIL BHIR DARE ST SR O T A A B IEEIE®R
B FHBRONZE MIH®EA

FBIVNERRZ GO TEY - HAFOEINFERZBEZONIEL 3 DDIED,
i EHEEREZPZEAETN 209D L, BT R Z L L 7208 H b 7e
D% L BA SRS HRY . MREEEFEILE T+ NERZOTHEM O
RIEFTH D, T L, ERMHEEL L TELSNAMIRAEZIZL 5
[BITOEEME] 128 LT, RESOBIRIIAT b, Yk

U7 A XMEoOMEE LT, BUEERRSOMBAE L LT RS LR
MOARFREZICL 2=20W%E 7 —< ([[74 X ] MHEFHEZEO [La—F] OWGALL
(M7 421 Bfgo-tREmmi | [TRGENEEERO AT M) 1231 T
WP ED A I N T D,
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REHOPT, T4 AMEPEE LN Z HEOTWAZ Ldbhrd',
FIVNERRIL, FRGFERFEREFBEROAFABHIRZBEREZHED. UToO
7ODEMD LR ENT Ve Hy INFHLE LTBEERETH 5,

IR (LK EdR - B, RV R

HEPEEES GRREIE - &H #)

RIBEAWEE (SRHEZ - R HE)

AR (LREIZ - H EETED)

A (LREIZ - 4 #)

WEFEES (b R#IZ - ABED)

Kt aEEs (AL K#Ez - WAL
RGNS EHIT, HEFOK L EZIEETEREZOBBREVED TV S
ZEND, ORI HAEMIRILS & L HIS, FAREZSPEELRHOTT
HotzZ R INDG (HARREKEEEFS1934) .

2—-3 XHELAFRIKGHEZST

E512H ) =2, HELMBAZ b o Tz, JLRBAD HHEICS
ML72ZADH b, ZREOKIFEEHARKEHELEFRXOFRUROBFET
HY. HERFHEDRZOMAEAD—NEo72, 19334E12A 3470 [R5
3BHE27ICH, [74 X ANORREWANHTRORMG | A ShTw b,
ZHZ L UE, 19324 LRI ILEE 2 kAT L [ 7 4 X EFEDF LA 247
oz TOMBENHBEEL 2, kI HESAUCRORB MR &L
TAR 2R L, [HERICHE 2 7 4 X RIEOWE, HCTORRK, HRIRH@E
FORLFHEZWENIEL, HWROPRNFEREA] 2L B2 v), &
DOFAENIK LT [FREAHREL S X ) AFER o2 e ] Shized~oh,
PR OPLFEMEME & & B KIPADIHEEN 2T 5 B0 LE 51T
Wa (HARRBEREY21933b) 0 SAMRILS I X A AT 781, AR R %
A AR DOEEORBILKR & V) T Z EHbED > Tz,

11926 AEHHT [EZ MM AHE] 2B S, ASEH 5 1000 4 D EoFf2
ENRBIMLZR OB L 22 o 72 TANHEHFER AR ] SREPRT LN 7 A X KR,
ZORBEMERE OBR] BT —<& LTHRY EiFsh, 74 X~OEREO
DESEHLROT2. B (2003) 1Z. T LA, [HHROFR] MFRRELRES
L) ETHHREMBESZOBEIIAR L, 714 XMREOHMIZO LN o722 LT
Wb,

U IRIR#E] #35E6 oMM TR, BRERIEIZE 2o TWAEY, MOEHTIZ
1929 4D S HIZTH 5o
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18594F 27— 4 ¥ 8 [HiDi#EJi] CTHAREIGHEAZHE, 7903 A - T
N U ATISSIEIT [HEEYN:] #4RMET 5 &, dMefbaiem A BALZ, [EFES &
HARIIK] TERLHK - EEAr] osXodb i, &5 —v1=X2kL
THARIZHA L7725 IR —ROKER 2 5 A 584 B O TK 52 1SRRI 12
BHINWTH L. Mhid. [ALE] % & — By k%@ U4 B0
RRIGT 24T — )7 BIGICEN TREERT Z L PEROBCICHE R Y
AR L LT, BESNECK DTV % BOF IS L CRBIYICIR S LT
(HEEF1998, 52-60) o

29 Lz ze 20 € ERE A M e 2 S MM 2 2 2R L
LCy MU ER PR AEN OB EYAZ 72 - 1ok HERIC, BRFEER
BIZFEADP O %2 [HARRERHASES] 25 1930411 H30H IR Shiz, B
AZE L AR OME ClE R (. RIKEROEZERTH 2 & v ) Bl
2o, [RE&A] OFEN TEA%] TR THw SR (1998, 80,
110, 115),

&0 HEEEMZE 720 T < BAEBOREMIC T 72 R OBIs R it
W2 D B> 720 FRFHMIIHERUH KAERFHEICE 2 N205, WifiEED
PERk, sy, [REuSfr A B . [BAE BRI & L% U R
DT AGE R, BEAEFIBLIE D O OREESRE R L35, HAR0HEL L TEHS
N7z (BEEF1998. 142-4). 19354E 9 HIZid. Mo [#4&] » 56 [BEEANA
REBEEARS ] ICUHILTWvW b,

HARZMIRE A OREM IS RIEH EFRXOFEETE_mES L) 2 &
X, FICETENTTA XD -BEEFWEROXR T Cho7o2 b %
HRT 5 (HEEF1998. 216-59) Mo

2—4 S—[EHEE
EAHRELA S/ VNERE SO T 4 XA, 19344 7 H11H 25290 120 F

BRIk OIEE 2B, T4 X E [ROWRE] EHEL, RIRENZBELZ
LIy, EALROEENP IR TENS (Siddlel1996, E—1 Z = £K 2000 % &) o
Wy g xFERO—BICA% RN kD, MEREEREO—ATH), FF X
DT XYANPERIZOWT, [HEEFEOVIGE» LR VWAREZETEEW] &L, 2
FXYAND TMAAEZRMEHERW ARG ZFEFCELLVLD] 205, [ZARNHE
PR3 201k, B xRz &2 EEELTWZEWS (BEE 1998, 302-3), F7z
F&RRAZH D 1928 4E 5 A RIEOHFHEMMET LEEALT 5 L) Eirs, BERD
EEZUET 5 72012 AART AR L 72 [ RE#H A RS S | © RIEFEHE L.
WIKENFERL T (SRR oZEflE LT, 74 XRRe, (86, BaRiE] 28
FFohizews (R 1998, 140-2),

10
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Abstract

In 1998, David Aldwinckle, an American who took Japanese citizenship, rocked
Japanese society when he challenged a rule that banned non-native Japanese from
entering public baths.

His subsequent fight against the local and national systems of law and beliefs
is forcing all members of the Japanese community to ponder various questions.
These include:
® To what extent does racism permeate Japan?

® What is the role of Japan’s citizenry and government in combating racism?
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Why this paper?

I am an Assistant Professor of International Communication for a small

university in northern Japan, so why am I writing a paper that will likely
delve into psychology, sociology and other non-language acquisition subjects?
There are two reasons.

The first is to take a panoramic view of my adopted homeland and
attempt to contribute something to a social revolution that is decades in the
making —a collision between the inevitable massive increase in non-Japanese
who will call this small island home as Japan’s native population grows
smaller and grayer and the equally massive social resistance to people and
ideas not purely Japanese.

The second is because this topic is the Holy Grail of my career choice, my
Golden Fleece: am I contributing to world peace through education---the
stated objective of Tomakomai Komazawa University--or am I an academic
mercenary who is only helping one group become proficient in the language
of an adversary so that adversary can be overcome?

My objective is to find answers to both.

Conclusion

This paper will break from the tradition of argument leading to a
destination; I instead will tell you where I have arrived and then proceed to
explain the journey that led me there.

After reading, researching and pondering Aldwinckle’s book, Japanese
Only, I have come to the following conclusions.

1.) Legislation, both federal and local, will not grant Mr. Arudou the
inclusion he his seeking.

2.) The act of discriminating is imbedded in our species, most likely for
self-preservation purposes.

3.) The eradication of racism is far more likely to be achieved by

countless acts of individuals than by any action taken by federal and
local governments.
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A Personal Note About Arudou Debito

Before beginning my argument, I want to state that I have great respect

for Mr. Arudou for numerous reasons.

Mr. Arudou has committed himself to life in Japan without exception. Mr.
Arudou’s taking citizenship implies that his financial and social contributions
to Japan will surpass those of the majority of expatriates who are temporary
visitors.

Mr. Arudou has also invested in the lives of foreigners who live in Japan
both legally and socially. His website is a goldmine of information and he
swiftly responds to inquiries. If you have any questions about life in Japan
ranging from taking citizenship to securing a video rental card; I suggest
you visit him in cyberspace.

Mr. Arudou also has a refreshingly honest approach to his views on social
issues. He neither tries to make friends or smash his critics; he simply states
what he believes and shows what he can prove, repeats what others have
said and then let’s others make their own assessments. He freely publishes
criticism of him that others would most likely edit or delete. There are
leaders in Washington who could learn from Mr. Arudou. I do not agree
with everything that Mr. Arudou writes, but I was happily surprised to see
that “spin” is conspicuous by its absence.

I believe that Mr. Arudou was the victim of racial discrimination and I feel
for him because I have also been turned away from a bathhouse in Otaru
and can empathize.

The World As We Are

A sage once said, “We do not see the world as it is but rather as we are.”

I subscribe to this theory for the simple reason that examples abound. Case
in point; U.S. conservatives and Neo-cons see liberation while liberals and
Neo-liberals see imperialism and wanton destruction in the same event-—-the
Iraq War.

Therefore, to understand why I see the racism as I do, you must first
understand who I am. Here is where I stand on various social issues.

The role of government. I stand before you as an advocate of minimal
government interference in the lives of its citizens. I believe that the role of
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government is to provide the basic infrastructure needed to maintain society.
Beyond that, it has no place interfering in the lives of its citizens.

I am a social liberal. I support individual rights and choice. I support gay
marriage and the rights for homosexuals to adopt children. I am pro-choice
(ie. I support the right of women to choose to have an abortion) . I support
the legalization of marijuana. I support the separation of church and state.
The only caveat I add to these statements is that the rights of one must not
be granted at the expense of another’s.

I am a fiscal conservative. I generally do not support welfare and have
doubts as to the feasibility of the other social insurances such as social
security and unemployment. I believe that with “the right” comes “the
responsibility” and that the many of society’s ills are exacerbated by
government intervention.

Japan as itis

Japan, in comparison to my native United States, is an ancient country with
a culture that dates back thousands of years. Japan is also a remarkably
closed society; less than two percent of the population is comprised of non-
native Japanese. This has contributed to a monolithic culture and mindset
that can be described through the phrase, “ware ware nihongin” (we
Japanese) .

Japan was thrust into the international arena through a number of events,
the largest possibly being World War II, which culminated in the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and saw a significant portion of the
northern-most providence of Hokkaido occupied by Russia. Japan’s strong
economic showing in the 1980’s increased both its international presence in
and pressure from the international community.

Despite Japan’s economic reliance on the international community---a
reliance that Japan acknowledges-——there is a strong current of resistance to
all things foreign. Japan is routinely one of the lowest countries in terms of
refugee acceptance and while the amount of overseas aid is considerable,
Japan has been reluctant to involve itself in most international conflicts with
the current Iraqi War being a notable exception. Japan requires foreign
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residents to have a hoshonin (a Japanese person who can financially and/or
socially “guarantee” a transaction such as applying for an apartment) for an
array of social functions. Foreigners are reputed to be targets of the police
and are often blamed for a variety of social and economic ills even when
information suggests otherwise. The United Nations even sent a special
envoy this year to probe racism in Japan.

But despite all of this, it is too simplistic to state that Japan is a “racist”
society, for if this were true, we must ask a number of questions. Some are
as follows.
® Why do so many people come to Japan to work and live?
® Why are so many of the signs in Japan are in languages other than

Japanese?
® Why do so many Japanese study foreign languages?
® Why do so many international marriages occur in Japan?

In considering this cultural balance and struggle and its relation to the
Otaru Bathhouse case, I now wish to discuss my reasoning for the three
conclusions I mentioned earlier, specifically why legislation is not the most
effective manner of dealing with Mr. Arudou’s grievance against the Otaru
bathhouse.

The Problems with Claiming Racism

To say that racism is a social ill and should be eradicated is a profound
understatement. But before we can begin the eradication process we must
examine what racism truly is, why it happens and how is the best method of
removing it. My pondering of these points in connection with the Otaru
Bathhouse case has led me to these problems.

Discrimination is part of humanity

To discriminate means to distinguish or differentiate between two or more
of something; to choose something over another on the basis of some form of
advantage. I make this point because I believe that it is important to
remember that the word “discriminate” is not inherently evil.

Now, let’s take a look at some of the ways various societies discriminate.
® Bathrooms are segregated by sex and handicaps/physical challenges.
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® Train cars are sometimes segregated by sex (in response to women
being molested) .

® Speed limits are slower in areas with high numbers of elder citizens or
children.

® Churches sometimes refuse citizens on the ground of different faiths.

® Insurance rates are automatically higher for younger drivers.

® Alcohol, tobacco and driving privileges and restrictions are decided by
age.

My purpose in listing these decisions is not to complain, for these measures
and others like them are common sense responses to social issues and I
support them. Rather, my purpose is to show how society does discriminate
even when there are unpleasant consequences for a certain group-—-a fair or
festival where women had to suffer in a line for the restroom that stretched
as far as the eye could see while the men’s restroom was practically empty
is one obvious example.

In regards to business, companies both large and small have target
customers profiles, ideal patrons who make their businesses profitable. Any
company competent in marketing will be able to give you the age, median
income, race, and other forms of information if asked for the profile of their
general customers. Businesses direct their efforts to these people at the
possible expense of others and this sometimes means refusing service to
certain patrons. I can recall numerous signs at restaurants that read “No
Shirt, No Shoes, No Service.” People with tattoos are bared from entering
Japanese bathhouses as such body art suggests a link to organized crime.
Some restaurants have a dress code. Some private colleges have certain
academic and social requirements.

Again, the point I wish to make is that society, both collectively and
individually, does discriminate on various levels. Discriminate, you might
say, is in our DNA.

Racism lacks a consistent definition necessary for legislation.
The point I wish to make in this section is that there is a significant
difference between state-sanctioned racism and individual discrimination. A
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dictionary I have defines racism as believing that some races are superior to
others and then treating people summarily. I understand the words but
walk through the next exercise I use with my students to understand why I
have trouble with this definition.

Please write “agree” or “disagree” to each statement.
® Most Japanese men work a great amount of overtime.
® Most Japanese men expect their wives or mothers to do housework and raise the

children

® The statement, “You should not marry a Japanese man because he will probably
work a great deal of overtime and expect you to do the housework and raise the

children” is a racist statement.

Every student who has done this exercise has answered the first two
statements with “agree.” The response to the third statement is split.
People who write “disagree” generally defend their decision by saying that
the first two statements are true and therefore not a racial slur but a
realistic view of a cultural situation. Those who write “agree” do so for two
reasons: 1.) Because of the anguish the statement may inflict on Japanese
men, and 2.) Because there are some women who might actually be happy
with a total control of a household resulting from an absent husband!

So what was the defining factor in deciding that this statement was racist?
It was the individual’s perspective and whether or not he or she felt
offended and I believe that such criteria is not adequate for legislation. Laws
are necessary; they set standards for behavior and maintain social stability
but the government cannot regulate feelings or emotions. Hitler’s Germany,
America’s slavery and segregation and South Africa’s apartheid are cases of
government sanctioned racism while the marriage example mentioned
earlier is an example of personal choice.

The difference is profound. In the former, the government is promoting
racism through the use of its legislative and economic powers. This is the
racism that government can and must abolish. In the latter, however, the
government has no control over the individual’s choice and neither ability
nor responsibility to compensate either party should the desire for
compensation arise.
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Now let’s consider this from a legislative and enforcement perspective.

Passing laws against murder is relatively easy because ‘murder” is
relatively easy to define: there is a dead body, a weapon and a person who
used it or some variation of this sequence.

Now, let’s take a word I find totally repugnant: nigger. It is common
knowledge that should a Caucasian use this word to address an African-
American, the consequences would be understandably severe. However,
this word is often used-—-and sometimes as a sign of unity-— between African-
Americans.

So when is this word appropriate and when is it not? In my opinion, the
answer is never. And can we legislate something that is sometimes
acceptable and sometimes not depending on individual perspective? Let’s
return to murder; race, religion and other social factors have no bearing on
this crime. If a Caucasian murders a Hispanic, it is murder and the same is
true should the circumstances be reversed. Law and justice are blind to
other circumstances (save for extreme cases such as self-defense) . It
would be ludicrous to say it is acceptable for one group to murder another
while not acceptable for another, not to mention a possible recipe for
anarchy.

In regards to the Otaru Bathhouse case, Mr. Arudou was refused entry on
the basis that he is a foreigner and previous foreigners had caused
disturbances that resulted in the bathhouse losing customers and
subsequently money. This is a form of discrimination, to be sure.

But does it warrant government intervention that would have forced the
bathhouse to open its doors to all patrons? Before we can answer this, we
must examine rights as guaranteed and protected by the government.

The taking from one to give to another.

The point I wish to make in this section is that the transferring of civil
rights from one to alleviate the misfortunes of another is self-defeating as
such policies are likely to foster dependency and increase resentment.

When I was a high school student, I visited California and found myself in
a store that sold Nazi memorabilia. I was shocked and offended by the
depictions of Jewish people as garbage, African-Americans as stupid and
lazy and Asians as conniving. After my revulsion overcame my curiosity I
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left the store for some fresh air and never returned.

Do I like such establishments? No.

Have I ever purchased anything from one? No.

Do I believe the government should shut down such establishments? No.

Why? Because in the United States we generally hold the freedom of
speech in high esteem and this includes speech we find offensive or not to
our liking. If I attempt and succeed at banning one stores expression
because it opposes my beliefs, then I have forwarded my personal rights at
the expense of another’s and this is a certain course for social unrest. One
of the prices of freedom is tolerance and I believe this extends to private
businesses as well social issues.

Let’s return to the Otaru Bathhouse. The Otaru bathhouse is a private
business. To the best of my knowledge, it is run without government
subsidy, which means if customers do not patronize it, the business will lose
money and ultimately go out of business. Therefore, the owner has to do
whatever is necessary to keep customers coming into the door.

One of the reasons for the store owner baring foreigners is the claim that
previous foreigners have used the facility improperly. More specifically,
there were charges urination and defecation in the baths. Some have
claimed that these charges were exaggerated or even false. My response is
that to a business owner, perception is reality; if customers believe that your
baths are being used as toilets then nuance or degrees or even the truth
don’t matter. If you need an American example, check out Wendy’s
Hamburger Restaurant webpage and see how much they lost when a
woman planted a human finger in a bowl of chili in order to file a claim and
extort money. The claim was false; the losses, both financial and social, were
real.

If the government ignores the storekeeper’s arguments and forces him to
open his doors to all patrons in order to accommodate Mr. Arudou, then the
rights of one have been forwarded at the expense of another. The key point
is government subsidy; public investment must precede public intervention.
In my adopted hometown of Tomakomali, there is an impressive public gym
that is maintained with citizen taxes. If I were denied entry, would I
protest? Yes. Why? Because I paid for part of the damn thing, that’s why!
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Ignorance and Assumption of National Immunity
The main point I want to make in this section is that foreigners and the
countries they reside often assume that each knows the other’s customs and
set and enforce standards accordingly. A personal experience for the
purpose of illustration:
Many years ago I was a serious runner but the only time that I found
convenient was late at night. Now I try to avoid absolutes but in the fifteen
years I have lived in Japan, I have never seen anyone jogging after 10:00pm.
My running schedule could safely be called unique. The police sure thought
so because after I began my late-night running, I was often waved over by
an officer who asked to see my alien registration card or other such
documentation. When I didn’t have these things on my person, I was
quizzed on where I live and other such information. This went on for a
month or two until they grew accustomed to seeing me and I them. There
were no problems but rather a cultural exchange that resulted in the
following understanding:
® Jogging in the late-night hours is unique, at least in Tomakomai.
® Japanese police often pre-empt a potential crime by intervening before a
crime has been committed.

® Foreigners are expected to carry some ID on their person at all reasonable
times.

® United States citizens will run late at night and are not inherently dangerous.

The exchanges with the police were never hostile. They legally asked for
information and I provided it. When they ascertained I was not a danger,
they sent me on my way. After a while, the officers started waving when
they passed me during their patrols and I waved back.

I have often heard stories of foreigners who refuse to show their IDs or
refuse to speak Japanese. Their reasons are they feel they are being treated
differently or these practices are not done in their countries. My opinion on
this matter will offend many radical liberals; we are different and we are not
in our home country. We are in a different country with its own set of social
and legal laws and we have a reasonable responsibility to adapt. We must
remember that the privilege of inclusion requires the willingness of
assimilation. I offer the same answer to Muslims who wish to practice
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Shariah law in the United States or other people who wish to receive the
benefits of a host country while deluding themselves that they have “cultural
immunity” from its laws.

This also extends to Japan as well as to foreigners who live here. In
addition to the xenophobia and other less than honorable actions exhibited
by Otaru bathhouse owner, this person exhibited a considerable lack of
foresight. A simple sign at the entrance or a spoken explanation of Japanese
bathhouse customs could possibly have steered everyone clear of the
cultural donnybrook this incident has become. The bathhouses owner says
that this was impossible because neither he nor anyone on his staff speaks
or writes Russian. Well, this is nonsense. First, Otaru and Russia do so
much business that there must be someone who speaks Russian and second,
the signs stating “Only Japanese” are written in Russian. For all of Japan’s
“Internationalization” and their “Yokoso, Japan (Welcome to Japan) !”
campaign, Japan lags far behind other countries who sustain most of their
economy through exports. Japan can and must make more effort to help
foreigners assimilate. What Japan lacks is not resources, but the will to find
and use them.

Reverse Psychology and Dubious Connections

The point I wish to make in this section is that when people are denied
something, they often desire it that much more and, in doing so, cause
imbalances in other areas of their lives. This can become an ugly downward
spiral and was clearly the case in the Otaru bathhouse dilemma.

When I am teaching young children, I often introduce new material by
telling my students that it is too hard for them and they probably won’t
understand so we shouldn’t do it today. Their response, as you might have
already guessed, is to protest and demand that they be given a chance.
This, of course, is known as reverse psychology; when we are told that we
can’t have something, we suddenly decide that “the something’” we can’t
have is the key to our happiness.

In the Otaru bathhouse case, Mr. Arudou is denied entry into a privately
owned bathhouse. Understandably he feels a concoction of negative
emotions and as time goes by, these feelings increase both in number and
intensity. The denial of entering the bathhouse led to a feeling of having
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been banned from an integral part of Japanese life, which is connected to the
death of his closest supporter’s son and regret for focusing so much time
and energy on the bathhouse trial rather than the son’s disease and this is
connected to the falling out with a social activist named Tony Lazlo and on
and on and on. And all of this misery can be traced to the single act of
xenophobia by one silly bathhouse owner.

But can it really?

There is no doubt that Mr. Arudou was discriminated against. But I would
challenge his claim that public baths are an essential part of Japanese daily
life--maybe twenty or thirty years ago when the majority of Japanese did
not have bathing resources in their houses but not today. I talked to the
owner of one of the public baths I attend he said that attendance is down
and decreases yearly. Is this a Tomakomai-only phenomenon? No, it’s
pretty much across the country according to him.

As for the death of the son of Mr. Arudou’s supporter, my heart goes out
to the family. But we cannot blame other people for our choices; when my
father was diagnosed with the cancer the eventually took his life, I left Japan
in the middle of the semester to see him. My father trumped my
professional responsibilities and I would make the same decision in put in
the same situation.

The bathhouse owner in Otaru is guilty of racial discrimination to be sure,
but all other dilemmas and sadness directly or otherwise related to this case
cannot be laid at his feet.

How do we stop racial discrimination?

The simple answer to this question is through the committing of a
thousand acts of kindness by each individual. When a person commits an
act of kindness to another person, an image is created. If that image is
reinforced enough times, it will at the very least squelch negative
stereotypes that lead to discrimination.
® So when a person stares at you, don’t make an obscene gesture. Rather,

say your name and say “hajimemashite” (nice to meet you) .

® When the police ask to see your ID, show it to them. If you think you are
being treated unfairly or targeted, take down badge numbers for future
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use. But don’t make your situation worse by refusing to speak or
becoming verbally or physically abusive. Remember, the police are
people, too.

® If you’re turned away from an establishment, leave and go to another
that will be more than happy to accept your patronage (i.e. money) .
Tell your friends about how you were treated and let word spread from
mouth-to-mouth. Meanwhile, you can get on with enjoying your life—do
you think there is really only one bathhouse in Otarul!

® Finally, remember the Golden Rule; treat others the way you would like
to be treated and good things will happen.

In closing.

Again, I believe in the power of the individual over the power of
government. The breathtakingly fast pace of Internationalization in the 20™
and 21* Centuries have overtaken our ability to relate with the inevitable
blending of people and cultures. Government and ensuing legislation will
play an essential role in setting and resetting boundaries but it is individuals
who must make the peace that is needed for prosperity.

To Mr. Arudou, again I salute your many accomplishments in Japan and
your contribution to all people foreign and domestic. You have truly
improved life her for many and I am saddened by your refused entry into
the bathhouse.

At the end of this ordeal (the appeals, etc. are still in progress) , I hope all
involved and all watching will have a better understanding of the fact that
people are people. And regardless of race, age or nationality and there are
good and bad in all nations and we must learn to live with each other, not
because of some lofty idealistic goal, but rather because our survival as a
species depends on it.
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From The Japan Times
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Court of Inquiry
Pacific Fleet Information Paper
An Outline of Key Points to Help Explain the Proceedings
(Feb. 17. 2001)

A court of inquiry is an administrative fact-sinding body that consists of
three or more officers and has an appointed legal advisor for the court.

It is not a court in the normal sense of the term, but is a formal board of
investigation charged with examining and inquiring into an incident and,
when directed by the convening authority, making opinions and
recommendations about the incident.

Testimony is given under oath and all open proceedings, except the
arguments of counsel, are recorded verbatim. The board possesses the
power to order military witnesses and subpoena civilian witnesses to
testify at the hearing.
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The Historical Context Surrounding the Emergence
of English as a Lingua-Franca in Japan

HRIZBUZ [V 7500 ] ELTORENHILZBERNE R
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Key words : lingua-franca, historical context, seclusion laws,

Neo-Confucianism, foreign incursions.

ABSTRACT

In this article, I discuss some historical trends and ideas behind the emergence
of English as Japan’s lingua-franca during the dying years of the Tokugawa
bakufu. I specifically focus my attention on the historical context of the time. To
get a better appreciation, I focus my attention on some of the first contacts Japan
had with the West. Second, I discuss, although briefly, the role Japan’s other two
historical /ingua-franca played in shaping Japan’s identity and serving as a source
of scientific, technological, and cultural inspiration. Third, I argue that the role of
Neo-Confucianism, in both Tokugawa and Meiji societies, encouraged and limited
the spread of foreign language study. Finally I create a chronology of foreign
incursions in Japanese waters by Western powers. Here we see English speaking
Americans taking a lead role in trying to open Japan. When all these historical
factors are considered, it paints a particular picture of how English emerged and

why many in Japan continue to have mixed feeling about foreign language study.
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INTRODUCTION

The emergence of English as the world’s first truly “global language” is not
without controversy. Some scholars question the motives behind the
supposed altruistic role of English." For these scholars, the historic legacy of
imperialism continues to linger and cannot be ignored. They argue that the
historical context of imperialism was the soil from which English emerged.
Yet, there are many others who celebrate its role as a global language.?
Indeed, the spread of English is a mixed bag, including empowering and
disempowering elements that pull on the hearts and minds of all people who
find themselves in a class studying English. The Japanese people are no
exception. The narrative of English in Japan cannot be told unless the
historical context of the time is more fully understood. To do this, I include
contemporary accounts of events in Japan from both major (Fukuzawa
Yukichi) and minor (Ranald MacDonald) figures of the day.

The Emergence of English in Japan as a Lingua-Franca
Currently, the English language serves no official institutional function in
Japan—that is, the laws, the government, and the educational services are
done entirely in Japanese. English, unlike Chinese and Dutch—Japan’s other
two historical lingua-franca—was brought to Japan mostly by the threat of
force and the need to modernize as a reaction to such threats. Out of the
need for political survival, and quite possibly out of a secret desire to exact
revenge, the Tokugawa bakufu ordered a small number of Japanese Dutch
interpreters and scholars to study English. English did not emerge as a
lingua-franca all at once, but emerged gradually in a period clouded by the
uncertainty of a Tokugawa bakufu on its last legs.

This article attempts to highlight some of the important historical
events and ideas of the Tokugawa era behind the emergence of English as a
lingua-franca. First 1 provide some historical background. This, I believe, is
necessary in order to understand how the West’s “discovery” of Japan and
their initial encounters with Japan in the late 16™ and early 17" centuries

' A. Suresh Canagarajah, Resisting Linguistic Imperialism in English Teaching (Oxford:
Oxford, 1999) , 57-77

 David Crystal, English as a Global Language (Cambridge: Cambridge Press, 2003) ,
1-28
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shaped how the West would eventual construct an unbalanced and often
unflattering image of Japan. Second, I discuss the emergence of Chinese and
Dutch as lingua-franca. Both languages, especially the former, were important
sources of inspiration and innovation. Their contributions to Japanese society
are briefly discussed. Third, I reflect on the historical role “Neo-Confucianism”
played in the maintenance of the status quo—that is, the continued existence
and vitality of the Tokugawa bakufu and later, although in a slightly
different form, the Meiji government. Nothing remains the same and all
things eventually must change—either from the outside or inside. In Japan’s
case it was a little of both. Reactions against “Neo-Confucian” orthodoxy were
clearly visible just prior to the collapse of the Tokugawa bakufu. Yet, “Neo-
Confucian” ideas could never be totally displaced or forgotten.

The Meiji era was a time of great change, but also considered a
time of “renovation,” or a renewal or modernization of the past. In a way,
“Neo-Confucianism” would also have to be renovated and modernized. Even
Western-leaning thinkers like Fukuzawa Yukichi, who often derided Chinese
learning,® could not totally divorce themselves from their “Neo-Confucian”
background.! As long as the study of English served its role as a conduit of
Western learning—albeit minimal—it had a place in Japanese society. If
English went beyond its appointed role, it was discouraged, sometimes
violently. This was plainly visible when a number of Japanese and foreign
residents were murdered in the streets by Japanese extremists for showing
a little too much enthusiasm for the West.” The fear of the “shadow of
assassination” became so intense one well-known Japanese scholar of “foreign
culture” had a secret trapdoor built in his house to evade “ruffians” who
might want to cut him down.? Such incidents are not uncommon in history.

* For a good example of this, see Fukuzawa Yukichi, The Autobiographer of Yukichi

Fukuzawa (New York; Columbia University Press, 1966) , 91-92

* Helen M. Hopper, Fukuzawa Yukichi; From Samurai to Capitalist (New York: Pearson

Longman, 2005) , 107.

® Sam Patch biographer F. Calvin Parker, in his book The Japanese Sam Patch: Saga of a

Servant (Notre Dame, IN: Cross Culture, 2001) , recounts the murder of one Dan

Ketch (also known by his Japanese name Iwakichi) , a former Japanese castaway.

According to Parker, he was probably murdered for “playing up his Western identity.”
113-118.

® Fukuzawa, 225-238.
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In modern day Iraq, Iraqi baseball players are threatened for playing and
spreading an American sport.”

And finally, I build a chronology showing how Western imperial
powers constantly treaded on Japan’s seclusion laws by brazenly intruding
in Japanese waters. Some had benign reasons for their intrusions—Ilike
returning Japanese castaways or just visiting Japan out of curiosity—while
many were working under the assumption that it was their “Manifest
Destiny”® to do so. This was especially so with the ever westward expanding
U.S. It is no small coincidence that many of the intruders in Japanese waters
were Americans, and it would be the American Commodore Mathew C.
Perry who finally convinced Japan to do away with its isolationist policies.
From the first American ship to land on Japanese soil in 1791 to Perry’s
second visit to Japan in 1854, English would gradually displace Dutch as

Japan’s new lingua-franca.

SOME HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Europe Discovers Japan

The so-called “enigma of Japan” has fascinated the West ever since the
famous traveler Marco Polo first described the fabled island of “Zipangu” to
a European audience following his supposed twenty-year sojourn across Asia
in the late 13™ century.” Polo describes Zipangu as an island of “considerable
size,” “situated about fifteen-hundred miles from the mainland” in the
“eastern ocean.” He tells his readers that her inhabitants are of “fair
complexion” while possessing “civilized” manners. Their kingdom is
“independent of every foreign power” and ruled over by a king that has “gold
in the greatest abundance.” The king’s wealth was in such abundance, Polo
tells his readers, that the roof of his palace was “covered in gold platting.”
Polo also reported that the inhabitants of Zipangu have a taste for the flesh
of their enemies. These were the descriptions that later Europeans would
have to work with as they tried to plot their way to Zipangu and the

" Ken Simple, “Baseball in Irag: As Pastimes GO, It s Anything But,” New York Times,
7 September 2005.

8 Hopper, 23-25.

* The Travels of Marco Polo (Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Classics of World Literature,
1997) , pp.207-210.
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fabulous wealth that awaited them. Such images would later inspire
Christopher Columbus of Genoa to sail west in search of Polo’s Zipangu.
Japan would continue to invoke images of riches that inspired generations of
Europeans to be the first to set foot on her soil. His description was a bit on
the far end, but to an eager audience ready to believe, the Japan of fiction
proved to be very alluring.

Beyond Polo’s fantastic accounts, not much was known about Japan,
her people, and customs. It was not until she was visited by a flamboyant
Portuguese fidalgo (a Portuguese nobleman) named Ferndo Mendes Pinto
in 1544 that the West would get a more realistic image of Japan."” He would
later go on to write a popular book about his adventures in Japan. In his
book, Peregrination, he writes about his observations of what life was like in
Japan at the time. The Portuguese harquebuses (primitive matchlock
muskets) were of particular interest to the rulers of the time. So great was
their interest that the Japanese took to producing their own indigenous
version with much success. By the end of the 16™ century, Japan was
producing guns of equal or better quality than what could be found in the
countries of their origin.* Despite this, the production of guns was eventually
phased out do to cultural considerations following Tokugawa leyasu’s
victory at Sekigahara in 1600. Following his victory, Ieyasu established a
rigid and set vertical hierarchy based mostly on “Neo-Confucianism,” with
the samurai warrior class on top. Neo-Confucianism stressed the importance
of filial piety and obedience to one’s superiors, providing and reinforcing the
nascent Tokugawa bakufu’s legitimacy and continued existence.” This is
discussed in a little more detail in the next section. After its initial
acceptance and profusion, the gun, being a foreign invention, had to give
way to conservative elements fearful of the encroachment of things foreign.
The Tokugawa bakufu felt it would be cultural suicide to allow peasants the
right to bear guns—especially those in the survice of the reticent tozama

1 Giles Milton, Samurai William: The Englishman Who Opened Japan (New York: Penguin,
2002) , 9-19.

" Jared Diamond, Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fate of Human Societies (New York: Norton,
1997) , 256-258.

2 H. Byron Earhart, Japanese Religion: Unity and Diversity (Belmont, CA: Wadsworth,
1982) , 137-143.
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daimyo—that could possibly neutralize any martial skill and bravery the
samurai warrior class may have over those they ruled. Foreign languages,
which were probably viewed along the same lines as the gun, had to be
limited or totally abandon for the sake of the status quo.

During this period, there would be a concreted effort on the part of
Western powers to be the first to establish diplomatic and economic ties
with the reclusive nation of Japan. It was one of history’s first truly “Great
Games” that involved such Western powers as Russia, France, Britain, and a
United States imbued with “Manifest Destiny.” It was also during this time
that Japan witnessed the disastrous outcome of the first Opium War of
1839-1842." With the fate of the Chinese weighing heavily on their minds, a
floundering Tokugawa bakufu had to confront the reality that Japan’s
centuries-old seclusion laws would have to come to an end. Prior to Japan
opening its country to foreign trade in 1854, the feeling among many of the
political elite of the Tokugawa bakufu was that they saw no reason to open
Japan to the rest of the world. They knew that trade would benefit the West
but they weren’t quite convinced that it would benefit them. They also
knew that if they stood their ground against the West, a disastrous war
would ensue with almost no hope of victory. Unsure of what to do next, the
shogun, the military head of the Tokugawa bokufu, took the unusual step of
assembling the country’s daimyo and sought their advice on how best to deal
with the Perry ultimatum"— “Open your country or face open conflict.” A
few hardliners, like Shimizu Nariakira, the daimyo of Satsuma, advised the
shogun not to give into foreign demands because it would be interpreted by
other Western powers as a sign of weakness. He advised that the Tokugawa
bakufu employ delay tactics to buy more time to shore up the country’s
national defense. The battle cry “joi" or “expel the barbarians” could be
heard emanating from the many daimyo supporting Shimizu’s hard-line
stance.”

¥ The Opium War of 1839-1842, according to historian W. Scott Morton, “was the least
defensible war Britain has ever fought” because it was waged mostly to protect the
opium trade. See W. Scott Morton, China: Its History and Culture (New York: McGraw-
Hill, 1995) , 148-159.

" Hopper, 26-27.

" Donald Keene, Emperor of Japan: Meiji and his World, 1852-1912, (New York: Columbia
Press, 2002) , 15-19.
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The Threat of Christianity
Since the disastrous and bloody conclusion of the Shimabara Rebellion
(1637-1638) , where the symbols of Christianity were invoked in response to
a heavy tax burden,'® the ruling shogun of the time, Tokugawa Iemistu (r.
1623-1651) , issued an blanket ban on Christianity. It was widely believed
that the Jesuits were a major part of the conspiracy, if not the main source
of inspiration. In the process to cleanse Japan of Christianity, draconian
measures, including public mass executions, were implemented to ensure the
eradication of the Christian faith. In July 1640, the crew of a Portuguese ship,
on a diplomatic mission to convince the Japanese to reconsider its seclusion
policy, found out the hard way when it entered the waters of Nagasaki Bay.
The crew and passengers, numbering about seventy, were sentenced to
death by beheading. Before this sentence could be carried out, however, the
Japanese offered to spare their lives if only they would renounce their
Christian faith,” most likely by trampling on a cross or some other sacred
image. No one accepted; the sentence was carried out in quick and brutal
fashion. A few lucky Portuguese (if you can call them that) , thirteen in all,
were given a one time pardon to relay the message that Japan was a closed
nation. Those seeking to enter Japan did so at the risk of torture and death
—usually in that order. Foreign books, especially those delving into the
realm of Christian thought and traditions, were mostly viewed as subversive.
The Jesuits, having fled to the Philippians and surrounding areas, were
completely taken aback by the ban and tried to re-enter the country illegally
to aid their Christian brethren. What followed were generations of Christian
persecution and isolation."

In 1636, the Tokugawa bafuku ordered that all foreign residents be

6 Many historians point out that the role of Christianity was nominal with the heavy
tax burden being the greatest cause of dissatisfaction. From this perspective,
conversions are looked at with suspicion. Yet, historians also confirm that Christianity
did have a strong influence in the area. Some important daimyo had been won over to
the Christian faith.

17 Sansom, 38-39.

18 See Japanese novelist Shusaku Endo, Silence ( ik B%) (New York: Taplinger, 1969,
English translation) , and The Samurai (Tokyo: Kondasha, 1982) . Although these are
novels, they do capture the spirit and immediacy of what one historian calls “The
Christian Century in Japan.”
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removed from their current place of domicile and sent to Dejima, an artificial
island off of Nagasaki Bay. Later, in 1641, the Dutch would be removed from
the nearby island of Hirado and permanently located there until the end of
the Tokugawa bakufu. The Dutch were virtual prisoners on Dejima; they
weren’t allowed off the island or to have family members stay with or visit
them. It was a harsh and mostly solitary existence. The Dutch were even
forbidden to learn Japanese. Scholars point out that the Dutch, despite the
difficulty in realizing any real profits, maintained trade simply because of the
status of being the only European country allowed to do trade with the
reclusive Japanese."” By then, despite being given many of the same trading
privileges as the Dutch in 1613, the English factory failed miserably following
the untimely death of the English born hatamoto William Adams, leaving the
Dutch as Japan’s only window to the western world. The English failure to
make the factory profitable may have helped the Japanese dodge a bullet as
the British would later turn their imperial ambitions on a hapless China in
the proceeding century.

Some foreigners, like Adams, would garner considerable influence
among the Tokugawa political elite.® Ieyasu was pleased when he found out
from Adams—known as Awnjin-san or Mr. Pilot in his adopted country of
Japan—that the whole of Europe was not under the thumb of the Catholic
Church. The chief factor at the Dutch factory, Francois Caron, on occasions
would instruct Ieyasu on the most recent world affairs.?® The world
geography lessons were of particular interest to Ieyasu. It was a complete
shock to him to find out that Japan was just one of many countries—and a
very small one at that! Although its not exactly known how much Ieyasu
and the political elite of the time knew about world affairs, especially those
relating to Western European powers and their imperial conquests in the
New World, Asia, and Africa, it’s a sure bet he knew enough to know that
the presence of foreign peoples (including their languages) and ideas on the
sacred soil of Japan would endanger the relative peace he had won on the
battle fields of Sekigahara in 1600. In the end, Ieyasu was reported to say

1 Loveday, 53.
% See Milton (2002) .
' Sansom, pp. 43-45
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that he “heartily wished that his land had never been visited by any
Christian.”*

JAPAN’'S TWO HISTORICAL LINGUA-FRANCA:
CHINESE AND DUTCH

Chinese: Japan's first lingua-franca

Contact with the Chinese language allowed the Japanese to make important
cultural and technological innovations. One such innovation was the
development of a writing system based on Chinese logograms. Writing
systems arose independently in only a few rare instances.” China was one
place where writing may have developed independently some 3,000 years
ago. In any case, writing allowed the Japanese to record its history—further
coalescing the idea of a Japanese people—and more efficiently and accurately
administrate a vast government bureaucracy and wage war against reticent
bands barbarians and wayward Japanese—for instance, writing allowed
generals to elaborate on the ancient texts of Sun Tzu’s The Art of War and
rulers to develop a cultural legacy based on the ancient teachings of
Confucius found in the Classics of Filial Piety and the Great Learning. So
important was Japan’s contact with China that without it Japan may have
been stuck in the Late Stone Age, like their Ainu neighbors to the north?
As a conduit for cultural and technological innovation, the Chinese language
achieved a level of importance that cannot be overstated.

Dutch: Japan’s second lingua-franca

Dutch began to emerge as a replacement of Chinese as the foreign language
of choice during the reign of Tokugawa Yoshimune (r. 1716-1745) , the
great-grandson of Tokugawa Ieyasu (r. 1603-1605) . Prior to Yoshimune’s
ascension to power, there was a strict ban on foreign books. The ban was
mostly focused on foreign books written in Chinese. Books written in other
languages were mostly considered harmless”® This was in no small part due
to the fact that almost no Japanese spoke European languages. Contact with

2 Francois Caron cited in Sansom, 43.

% Diamond, 215-238.

# Leo ]J. Loveday, Language Contact in Japan: A Sociolinguistic History (Oxford: Oxford,
1996) , 27.

% George Sansom, 4 History of Japan 1615-1867 (Stanford, CA: Stanford, 1963) , 168-170.
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other European languages came to a complete halt in 1640 following the
beheadings of 57 Portuguese diplomats who had tried to convince the
Tokugawa bakufu to reconsider its seclusion laws. The ban was in no small
part in place to prevent the further spread of Christianity. Even a harmless
mention of Christianity in a book was enough to ensure its—and possibly its
owner’s—destruction.”®

Only a few select individuals from aristocratic backgrounds were
allowed the opportunity to study Dutch following the shogun’s relaxing of
the ban on foreign books. The relaxing of the ban on foreign books did not
generally apply to the general public. When a book about Holland was
published in 1765, for example, the printer blocks for the book were
destroyed and all surviving copies confiscated; all this because it contained
illustrations of the Dutch alphabet.”” This clearly indicated that the
Tokugawa bakufu intended to limit the spread of Dutch to people it had
some control and influence over.

Of those allowed to study Dutch, many specialized in a particular
field of research. Areas of study like astronomy and medicine were very
popular among the Japanese Dutch scholars—the former being of particular
interest to Yoshimune. Yoshimune’s interest in Western science was piqued
when he was told that important discoveries and innovations in the field of
astrology found in Chinese texts were mere copies of Western works.
Progress, he was told, could only go forward when the Japanese could
directly translate Western works into their own language.

The Dutch on Dejima Island were not allowed to step foot on
Japan® and were forbidden to learn Japanese. They were there in small
numbers and most were not well educated. Yet, there were some top-notch
scholars among the Dutch contingent at Dejima. One of these was the
German born physician Philip Franz von Siebold (1796-1866) . While in
Japan, the German Siebold gave lectures to the Japanese on a wide variety
of academic subjects. All of his students had to write reports in Dutch.?

% Thid.

7 Loveday, 53.

% Dejima was artificial so not really a part of Japan.

® Great Contributions By Foreigners to Japan'’s Modernization (Japan: World Economic
Service, 2000) , 165-172.
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Siebold later was forced to leave Japan when it was discovered that he had
received a map of Japan from one of his Japanese friends. Although the
Dutch language did not provide the Japanese with exact “blueprints” of
Western science and know-how, much of what was learned and discovered
was the product of the scholarship of Japanese Dutch scholars.

The realities on the ground were changing, as the old rigid rules of
the early Tokugawa period began to lessen. To be sure, there have been
other foreign languages studied in Japan that have played the role of lingua-
franca—the most notable being Chinese and Dutch prior to the Meiji
Restoration of 1868. The Japanese did commence to studying other Western
foreign languages such a French and Russian, but never really to scale or
influence of Chinese or Dutch. Most of these attempts were done during the
hectic and confusing moribund years of the Tokugawa bakufu. The events
of the time paint a particular picture of why foreign languages were pursued
with such gusto and caution. Indeed, they give some interesting detail as to
why English, which followed Dutch as the foreign language of choice,
emerged and has remained a powerful factor in how Japan understands and
orientates herself to the rest of the world. Emperor Meiji’s own feelings
toward foreign language study, as we will see later, were mixed.

Japan’s experience with the outside world, especially with the
Western imperial powers, caused much consternation among the political
elite of the Tokugawa bakufu. First, as mentioned earlier, there was a deep
concern over the spread and influence of Christianity in Japan following the
visit of St. Francis Xavier, a devoted Jesuit and co-founder of the Society of
Jesus, in 1549. (In fact, some 300,000 Japanese converted to Christianity.”
This number even included a few influential daimyo.) Second, coming at the
heels of a long and bloody period of civil war know as the Sengoku-jidai
(1534-1615) , the peace that had been won needed to be preserved. The
Tokugawa bakufu increasingly turned to “Neo-Confucianism” for answers to
some of the more pressing problems of the time—more specifically, the need
for a rationale legitimatizing their hold over power.

% Earhart, 122.

88



HNEEEER AL E 8147 20054E11H

NEO-CONFUCIANISM AND REACTIONS AGAINST
THE “STATUS QUO”

Neo-Confucianism derives its source of inspiration mostly from the work of
Chinese scholars during the Sung dynasty (960-1279) . It was during the
Sung dynasty that we begin to see a revival of Confucian studies. Combining
both Taoist and Buddhist philosophy, Sung scholars developed a dynamic
system of thought that offered a practical view of the secular world. The
Tokugawa bakufu created a system of government based in no small part on
the writings and teachings of Sung Chinese philosopher Hsu Hsi (1130-1200).
The Tokugawa bakufu elaborated on the works of Hsu Hsi while focusing
their attention on the formulation of the harmonious bond of the five
relationships: (1) ruler and subject, (2) parents and children, (3) husband
and wife, (4) elder and younger, and (5) friend and friend. This was the
moral philosophy the Tokugawa bakufu employed for that maintenance of
the status quo. Instead of the emperor being on top, it was be the shogun. A
moral person was one who knew his place in life. Such a person was
essentially a modal of one who lived a moral life. However, some Japanese
would find the rigid and set nature of Neo-Confucian orthodoxy a little
constricting.

Reactions against the status quo

When concerned with foreign language studies, for instance, Japanese Dutch
interpreters and scholars were of a particular and immobile class, and were
occasionally put to the sword for thinking outside of the parameters of state
orthodoxy. This may account for the odd fact that not much is known about
the Japanese Dutch interpreters. Hardly any written evidence of what they
felt or thought about their role as interpreters exist. At the time, no one in
Japan could escape his or her current position in life. It was set from cradle
to grave. Lower-level samurai, even those with immense talent, were bound
by strict rules governing what they could wear, who they could marry, what
they could study, and what language they could use*' Talented men like
Fukuzawa Yukichi, the great modernizer and interpreter of the West,
himself a lower-level samurai, found the rigidity of the Tokugawa bakufu
and Neo-Confucianism very constricting. As a child, he dreamed about being

' Hopper, 6.
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“the richest man in Japan,” able to “spend all the money [he] want[s] to.”
Under the circumstances of the time, realizing this dream was next to
impossible. In his autobiography he wrote (most likely dictated) :

The thing that made me most unhappy in Nakatsu was the
restriction of rank and position. Not only on official occasions, but in
private intercourse, and even among children, the distinction
between high and low were clearly defined. Children of lower
samurai families like ours were obliged to use a respectful manner
of address in speaking to children of high samurai families, while
these children invariably used an arrogant form of address to us.
Then what fun was there in playing together? In school I was the
best student and no children made light of me there. But once out
of the school room, those children would give themselves airs as
superiors to me; yet I was sure I was no inferior, not even in
physical power. In all this, I could not free myself from discontent
though I was still a child--- I was determined then to run away
from this narrow cooped-up Nakatsu.®? [emphasis mine]

The Push and Pull of Modernization

It must have been with great anticipation that ten eager students, selected
for their academic acumen in English, from an elementary school in Aomori
awaited the arrival of the great Emperor Meiji. In his honor, the ten students
were to recite famous speeches and compositions all in English. The subjects
were varied and Western inspired. The emperor heard these young
elementary students deliver speeches on Andrew Jackson, Hannibal, and
Cicero. Unable (most likely unwilling) to stay until the end, the emperor,
before making his exit, gave each student five yen to purchase a copy of
Webster s Intermediate Dictionary. The whole experience didn’t go down well
with the emperor. A strong believer in the values of Confucius virtues,
primary of which were Chii (loyalty) and ko (filial piety) , he was
disappointed that the proper “moral” education, rooted in the sacred

% Yukichi Fukuzawa, The Autobiography of Yukichi Fukuzawa (New York: Colombia Press,
1966) , 18-19.
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traditions of Japan (or more likely the Tokugawa era and Neo-
Confucianism) , were being neglected and in some cases totally disregarded.
But at the same moment, the emperor knew all too well of the need for
Western learning.®

The Meiji government would spend a considerable amount of
money to modernize its country. Talented Japanese were sent through out
Europe and the United States for study, while foreign experts were hired to
teach at many of Japan’s schools and universities. Japanese would give
entire lectures in foreign languages, meetings and debates at universities
were also conducted in foreign languages. (Such was the rush to learn
foreign languages that one education minister suggested that English replace
Japanese as the national language. This official was later assassinated.)
Actual communicative competency in English was a necessary evil of the
time, but it was an evil nonetheless that would have to be expunged once it
outlived its purpose. This would also apply to the foreign teachers and
advisors brought over from foreign countries.

Japan was changing so quickly, many of Japan’s foreign admirers
rushed to Japan to preserve the “old Japan” they felt was being lost in
Japan’s rush toward modernization® It’s quite possible Emperor Meiji had
some of the same mixed feelings about modernization.

The modernization of Japan’s indigenous narratives

Each people have a narrative. A narrative tells the story and experiences of
a particular people. Even in a country like Japan which is considered
homogenous, various indigenous narratives exist. Language is the primary
vehicle in which narratives are passed from one generation to the next. To
loss one’s narrative and to replace it with an alien one had to be avoided.
This is something the Meiji government would struggle with through out its
years of breakneck speed renovation and modernization. The need to
modernize always had to be tempered by Japan constantly referring to her
own particular, indigenous narratives. It should be noted, however, that the

% Donald Keene, Emperor of Japan: Meiji and his World, 1852-1912, (New York: Columbia
Press, 2002) , 323-330.

¥ Christopher Benfey, The Great Wave: Gilded Age Misfits, Japanese Eccentrics, and the
Opening of Japan (New York: Random House, 2003) .
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Japanese people’s narrative—which were many—were slowly pushed aside
and replaced by state sanctioned narratives of the Meiji government. The
old Neo-Confucian narrative was renovated, and then officially sanctioned.
Emperor Meiji’s concern over the loss of Japan’s narrative, a narrative
carefully managed, was really a concern over a foreign narrative competing
for the “hearts and minds” of the Japanese people of the time. Even today,
Japanese look a little askance at some of the more recent decisions to
emphasize communicative skills over the old tried-and-true grammar-based
methods. Even then learning English was feared to make a person less
Japanese.

FOREIGN INTRUSIONS

There is little written about the reign and person of Emperor Komei, the
father of Emperor Meiji. However, it was during his reign that a number of
foreign vessels intruded into Japanese waters. This was a time of great
concern for both the young emperor and the current Tokugawa political
elite. Beyond sending counselors to the Iwashimizu Shrine “to pray for peace
and tranquility with the four seas,”® there was not much Komei could do. In
1846, Commodore James Biddle of the U.S., under direct orders from
Washington to open Japan up to trade, brazenly entered Edo Bay with two
warships, the Columbus, a one-hundred gun behemoth, and the Vincennes.
Having just concluded a treaty with a thoroughly defeated and humiliated
China following the Opium War of 1839-42, the hope was that Commodore
Biddle would be able to conclude a treaty in similar fashion.® The shock and
outcome of the Chinese defeat and concessions following the Treaty of
Nanking in 1842 sent shockwaves throughout the bakufu government. The
Chinese were forced to cede the island of Hong Kong and open the port
cities of Canton (Guangzhou) , Amoy (Xiamen) , Foochow (Fuzhou) ,
Ningpo (Ningbo) , and Shanghai. From the vantage point of the Tokugawa
political elite, such an unfair outcome would eventually highlight the need to

% Donald Keene, 7.
% Frederick L Schodt, Native American in the Land of the Shogun: Ranald MacDonald and the
Opening of Japan (Berkeley, CA: Stone Bridge, 2003) , 180-183.
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play catch up with the West The skill of the indigenous early Japanese gun
makers were solely needed now that Western guns were now pointed in
Japan’s direction. I’'m sure this is something Komei most likely had floating
around in the back of his mind when he offered the gods of the Iwashimizu
Hachiman Shrine prayers in the hope that any foreigner hapless enough to
come to Japan would be “blown away” by the same divine wind or kamikaze
that had thwarted a Mongol invasion in the 13th century.®

Prior to Commodore Biddle’s mission, there were a number of
instances of Western vessels intruding into Japanese waters. The first
American vessel to reach Japan was the Lady Washington in 1791.
Unfortunately for Japan, she would not be the last. With each intrusion, the
Japanese would be forced to realize the importance of English. The following
chronology shows how Japan was constantly under siege from Western
foreign powers. With this in mind, it is through these episodic contacts that
Japan became more concerned with the study of English.

1791: The sloop Lady Washington, captained by John Kendrick, sailed to
China in hope of selling his cargo of furs. Because of bad weather, the Lady
Washington was forced to make a brief emergency stop in the south of Japan,
thus becoming the first American vessel to reach Japan. Before the
authorities could detain the ship and crew, the Lady Washington slipped out
before any action could be taken against them.

1792: From accounts told to them by rescued Japanese castaways, the
Russians began to become ever aware of Japan. With her eastern frontier
expanding to the shores of the Sea of Okhotsk, the mere closeness of Japan
allowed for some limited trade—trade that was mostly conducted secretly—
that is, without any official government sanction—with the Ainu acting as
go-betweens. In one of the first attempts to use Japanese castaways as a
cover to establish ties with a closed Japan, a Russian vessel, under the
charge of one Adam Laxman, the son of a Finnish-born scientist working in

% Helen M. Hopper, Fukuzawa Yukichi; From Samurai to Capitalist (New York: Pearson
Longman, 2005) , 22-23.
% Keene, 8.
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the service of the Russian government, set sail to Japan. Eventually, the
Russian vessel made its way to Nemuro, which is located on the southern
part of Hokkaido, Japan’s northernmost and least inhibited island. After
much confusion between the two parties, the Japanese accepted the
castaways and informed the Russians that they would be given a one-time-
only permit to re-enter Japan at Nagasaki Bay. The purpose of the permit
was to allow the Russians to repatriate any remaining castaways; the
Russian take on the deal, however, was a bit different, for the Russians may
have believed the terms of the permit meant that further trade negotiations
would ensue at a later date.

1797: The American merchant ship Eliza, transporting goods for the Dutch,
visited Japan once a year from 1797-1803* The Eliza makes the trip because
the Dutch were unable to freely sail out into open waters. Since the British
were at war with Napoleon’s French Empire, which the Dutch were apart
of, the FEliza, sailing under the U.S. flag, was much less likely to be attacked
by the British.

1804: The Nadezdah, a Russian man-o’-war commanded by Nikolai
Pertovich Rezanov, intruded into the waters of Nagasaki Bay. Carrying the
permit given to Laxman some six years earlier and a letter—translated in
Russian, bad Japanese, and Manchurian®—from the czar addressed to the
emperor, Rezanov and his crew were forced to wait in Nagasaki Bay for six
long months. Neither Russia’s costly gifts nor her attempts to make any
headway in trade negotiations were accepted. For the Japanese to do so
would mean they would have to do likewise, which would most likely be
misconstrued by the Russians as an acceptance of trade. The long wait
didn’t go over well with Rezanov. During his six-month stay in Nagasaki,
Rezanov was able to compile a rough Russian-Japanese dictionary and
grammar. In a letter to the czar, Rezanov advised him to “to destroy the
settlement at Matsama [sic] , to drive them out of Sakhalin, and spread terror

¥ Sansom, 205.

0 Schodt, 263. Schodt notes the Japanese were able to study “[bJroken Russian” from
Japanese castaways repatriated by the Russians, but were ordered to study other
European languages—mostly French and English—from the Dutch on Dejima.
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on the shores...the sooner to compel them to open up trade with us.” *
Before his untimely death, Rezanov directed two of subordinates—without
the consent of the czar—to carry out his plans outlined in his letter to the
czar. Later he would do a complete about-face—maybe because Russia was
at war with France, Britain, and Turkey—and call off his plans for revenge
in order to explore the Aleutians.

1806: The Russian Juno and Avoss, under the commands of Nikolai Khvotov
and Gavril Davydov, pulled off a daring raid on a number of Japanese posts
on Sakhalin. This was followed by another raid on Etorofu and Shana. At
Shana, the Japanese were forced to use “bows and arrows and swords and
lances” along with a few antiquated matchlock guns and cannons against the
more modernized weaponry of the retrofitted Juno and Avoss. After these
brutal acts of revenge, a letter was sent to the Tokugawa bakufu informing
them that violence was taken in response to Japan’s foolish decision to rebuff
Russia’s attempts at opening Japan to trade.

1808: The British man-o’-war Phaeton intruded into the waters of Nagasaki
Bay. Sailing under Dutch colors, the Phaeton reaches Nagasaki unmolested.
When their ruse was uncovered, there was not much the local officials of
Nagasaki could do. This was especially so when the British threatened to
destroy any ship, Japanese or not, in the harbor. Following the incident,
however brief it was, a number of Japanese officials were put to the sword
for their lack of preparedness, while the governor of Nagasaki committed
seppuku (ritual suicide) for his role in the whole mess.” It was at this time,
in response to British audacity, that the Tokugawa bakufu ordered a select
number of Dutch interpreters to start studying English immediately. Soon,
the Japanese Dutch interpreters were receiving English lessons from a
Dutch cook.”® In 1814, with the help of the Dutch on Dejima, the Japanese
completed their first attempt at a Japanese-English dictionary. This crude,
but nevertheless impressive, attempt included some 6,000 vocabulary—along

! Cited in Schodt, 223.
2 Sansom, 204-205.
* Loveday, 60.

95



Seth Eugene CERVANTES  The Historical Context Surrounding the Emergence of English as a Lingua-Franca in Japan

with their katakana pronunciations—entries. The dictionary was entitled
Angeria gorin taisei (A compilation of English words) . (“Angeria’ being
the Dutch word for “English.”)

1811: Six crew members of the Russian scoop Diana, including Captain
Vasilii Mikhailovic Golovnin, on a survey mission of the Kurile Islands, were
captured on Etorofu Island. In total, the six captured Russians would spend
some two years holed up at Matsumae, a castle town and power center of
the Japanese northern frontier. The Japanese, still in a foul mood over
Russia’s attacks on its northern frontier posts, were in no mood to play the
role of good host to their unwelcome guest. Despite the previous efforts to
study Russian, communication between the two parties proved difficult. The
crew, minus one who had committed suicide, was eventually allowed to leave
when the Japanese agreed to exchange them for Japanese castaways.

1837: The U.S. vessel Morrison, attempting to repatriate Japanese
castaways, reached Japan only to be fired upon once in Uraga Bay and again
in Kagoshima. The ship was under the charge of a German missionary and
two American missionaries. They took offense to their being attacked in the
bay. From their vantage point, they were only returning Japanese castaways
to their homes and families. To the bakufu, they were simply breaking the
law by trampling on Japan’s two and a half centuries old seclusion laws.
Stories eventually percolated among eager reading audiences in the U.S. and
places like Hawaii over how the Morrison, attempting to return Japanese
castaways to their families back in Japan, were thoroughly violated with life
threatening force. Stories of the Morrison gave the American public a sense
of indignation and colored their image of Japan.

1844: The Manhattan, one of an estimated 300 whaling-vessels plying their
trade near the shores of Japan, discovered eleven Japanese castaways after
landing on Torishima, a small and uninhibited volcanic island about 300 miles
south of Tokyo. The captain, Mercator Cooper, decided to repatriate all of
the Japanese castaways in spite of Japan’s well known seclusion laws.

* Tbid., 284-285. The literal translation is “The Complete Forest of English.”
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Cooper and the crew of the Manhattan eventually come across more
shipwrecked Japanese before making their way to Edo Bay. Luckily, Japan
had made changes in its policies toward intruding foreign ships prior to their
unannounced arrival. No longer were they required to fire on foreign
intruders as they did with the Morrison. The ship remained anchored in Edo
Bay for four days. The Japanese eventually accepted the Japanese castaways
with a warning to never to return again and not pick up any more Japanese
castaways for repatriation. The latter would be reconsidered.

1845: Commodore James Biddle of the US. sails into Uraga Bay.

1845: The HM.S. Samarang, a British warship, disembarked at Nagasaki
while on a survey mission of the Pacific. Unlike the bellicose Phaeton, the
tone of the ship’s captain, Sir Edward Belcher, was non-aggressive. The
provisions that Belcher had asked the Japanese for were obtained. The
Japanese, following official policy, refused any payments or gifts. Belcher,
refusing to speak to the Japanese in Dutch, insisted on using English. Again,
communication was almost impossible, which undoubtedly led to further
confusion. Yet, Belcher does take note of his Japanese interlocutors’ interest
in English.

1846: A French warship visits Japan.”

1846: Claiming that their ship, the Lawrence, had been sunk, seven
Americans made their way to the southern Kuriles where they are captured.
They are eventually moved to Hakodate to be interrogated. Later, they are
moved to Nagasaki.

1848: Fifteen crewmen of the Lagoda, who abandoned their posts, made
their way to Japan on three small boats. They were captured, interrogated
and, after a few daring attempts at escape, sent to Nagasaki to be imprisoned
with the seven crewmen of the Lawrence. Sometime later, Ranald

% Keene, p. 8.
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MacDonald,”® pretending to be a castaway, lands on the small island of
Rishiri. Like the crew of the Lawrence and Lagoda he is interrogated and
moved to Nagasaki. Unlike the others, however, he received much better
treatment because of his accommodating and non-threatening demeanor. He
is eventually asked to teach English to fourteen Japanese Dutch scholars.
One of his students includes the influential and talented Einosuku Moriyama.
Moriyama later played an important role as a translator for the Tokugawa
bakufu during U.S. Commodore Mathew C. Perry’s arrival into Edo Bay in
1853. Many Americans, including Perry himself, later commented on
Moriyama’s competency in their memoirs.

1849: The USS. Preble, a heavily armed man-o’-war, is allowed to pick up
the remaining crewmen of the Lawrence and Lagoda after arriving in
Nagasaki unannounced. MacDonald is also allowed to leave on the Preble.
After a few decades of English study, including the six months when
MacDonald was their teacher, the Japanese Dutch interpreters are able to
speak “tolerable” English which allows for somewhat—again, all things
considered—smooth negotiations. News of the Preble’s mission to Japan
becomes well known through out the international community.

1853: (July 8) Commodore Mathew C. Perry, accompanied by two
battle-ready steam frigates and two sloops, entered the waters of Uraga,
wanting to deliver a letter from President Millard Fillmore addressed to the
emperor. Unhappy with the slow pace of negotiations, Perry promised to
return the following year, and with more firepower. The Tokugawa political
elite were in an uproar over this current intrusion and ultimatum: “Open
your country willingly or we’ll do it by force.” Many of the daimyo felt
certain that Japan would lose if such a conflict with an international power
like the U.S. were to ensure. They believed so because they felt that the
over two and half centuries of relative peace made the Japanese people,

% Schodt’s biography, Native American in the Land of the Shogun: Ranald MacDonald and the
Opening of Japan, is an excellent source of information covering the life and times of
Ranald MacDonald and his adventures in Japan. It’s well sourced, and touches on
many topics presented in this article, especially the breach of Japan’s seclusion laws
by Western powers.
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particularly the samurai class, soft—that is, they were not battle ready. War
with the Americans would also, it was believed, bring the Russians, who
have had their eyes on Japan’s northern territory since the early 19th
century, into the war. A small number felt Japan should fight in spite of the
odds not being stacked in their favor. Trade depended heavily on the free-
flow of cargo by sea. A naval blockade would have been the death knell of
Japan’s already troubled commerce. The Tokugawa bakufu, with the
reticent fozama lords looking for the opportune moment to facilitate a “regime
change”, were forced to choose between a bad and worse choice.

1853: (September 19) Russian Vice Admiral E.V. Putiatin, on board the
Pallada, entered Nagasaki Bay hoping to open trade talks and negotiations to
settle boarder disputes over the island of Sakhalin with the recently shell-
shocked Tokugawa bakufu. In contrast to Perry’s brazen intrusion in Uraga
Bay, which was in clear violation of Japan’s seclusion laws, Putiatin went to
Nagasaki to plead his country’s case using the most respectful language
possible. His benign approach to negotiations did win over many of the
senior Tokugawa officials, yet a quick response was not forthcoming. The
Tokugawa bakufu flatly refused to give him a prompt answer, and instead
told him that a suitable answer could take some from 3-5 years to complete.
With this, Putiatin informed the Tokugawa bakufu that the northern part of
Sakhalin and all of Etorofu belonged to Russia. In an attempt to defuse the
downward-spiraling situation, Japan offered to permit Russian vessels to
obtain a few necessary provisions (mostly firewood and water) in all places
except the areas near and around Edo. Some Tokugawa bakufu advisors
wanted to use this time to shore up Japan’s defenses while rebuilding her
naval power and acquire modern guns with the aid and training of the
Dutch who were more than willing to build and sell weapons of war for
profit. Putiatin also wrote a letter to Commodore Perry, whose fleet was
docked in Hong Kong, asking if he would accompany him on his trip back to
Japan. Perry refused because he had his own plans of returning. On
November 4, 1884, a few months after the signing of the Treaty of
Kanagawa, Vice Admiral Putiatin returned to Japan on board the Russian
warship Diana. The Diana cut a far different image than the “old tub” Pallada
Putiatin had captained the year before. Instead of entering Nagasaki Bay,
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Putiatin opts for Osaka Bay where he stayed for two weeks. In a more
conciliatory tone, Putiatin informed his Japanese interlocutors that Russia
was willing to give up its strong claims over the island of Etorofu in
exchange for trading rights. Negotiations came to a halt following a deadly
earthquake and tsunami. The Russians seemed to have earned the goodwill
of the Tokugawa bakufu by rescuing Japanese victims. A treaty of friendship
was signed between the two countries.

1854: (March 31) Commodore Perry returned to Japan as promised, but
this time with a much larger and imposing fleet of modern steam powered
warships. After some delay, the Tokugawa bakufu ultimately agreed to
nominally open the port cities of Shimoda and Hakodate to foreign trade
with the US. Also, a U.S. consul was allowed to reside in Shimoda. This is
eventually followed by other treaties with foreign powers (see the Diana
incident) .

CONCLUSION

The historical context of the emergence of English highlights some of the
pivotal events and ideas of the time. One important point that sticks out is
the fact that English, although a modernizing influence, was never
enthusiastically embraced. Part of the reason had to do with Japan’s own
inner control mechanisms—Neo-Confucianism being the most prominent.
Neo-Confucianism imbued Japan with a sense of morality. This morality was
static. It declared that all had their place in society. Small numbers were
permitted to study foreign languages like Dutch and even English. Those
who were given such a privilege were always under close watch. Any wrong
move on their part could result in their imprisonment and even execution.
Later, English would emerge out of necessity. Contact with foreign intruders
highlighted this need. The Tokugawa bakufu was helpless to protect its
people against foreign aggression. The chronology of forign intrusion makes
this point more salient.

Necessity aside, those who pursued foreign language study did so
with caution. As long as English served the purpose of the state, and didn’t
threaten the state, English study was allowed. It is from this historical
context that English emerged as the foreign language of choice in Japan, and
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future generation of Japanese English students and teachers continue to feel
its ripples.
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How Zebras Got Their Black Stripes

They were at the zoo, Hidayah and her grandpa.
“How did zebras get their black stripes, grandpa?”
“He gave them”

“How do you know?”

“Only He knows”

Hidayah pondered. “There must be a reason.”
Seeing Hidayah so pensive, Atuk said “Maybe, there was a story behind it...”

Many, many years ago, the world was clean and beautiful.

The air was soothing and fragrant.

Trees were year-long green and forever fresh. They did not rot.
Rivers, seas and lakes were crystal-clear and refreshing.

Animals were healthy and agile.

Even stones, sand, dust, mountains, hills and mud were all free of dirt.

Everything was friendly, too.

Animals, trees, mountains, rivers, lakes, clouds and even winds spoke to one
another with kindness.

Trees greeted the birds, bees and snakes as dear friends.

Mountains welcomed the clouds and embraced them with love.

Rivers, seas, ponds and lakes looked after the fishes, crabs, octopuses, sea
snakes and sharks like life-long companions.

All were kind to one another as one happy family.

In all these wonders, the white zebras were the most beautiful, the most
friendly, and the kindest.

Their beauty was stunning.

Their skin was pure white.
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Even the sun shone kindly on them, sending only cooling and sweet-smelling
rays.

Their eyes were perfectly shaped.

Their legs crafted in perfection were adorned with hoofs that had dainty
dentures like manicured nails.

Their bodies, finely sculptured, gave them beauty and grace in movement.
When trotting or galloping, they floated in perfect harmony and rhythm,
creating melodious chimes as their manicured nails hit the ground.

There were many of them, big, small, slim, athletic and all forever young.
They galloped and frolicked freely knowing that whereever they went they
met beautiful animals and plants, and all were friendly and kind to one
another.

The white zebras were so loved that trees, mountains, rocks and hill swayed
in rhythm in praise of them.

The morning dew rushed to wipe away the sleep from their beautiful faces.
Rain drops competed with one another to wash away any blemish from their
bodies to keep the whiteness of their bodies bright and glowing.

Even waters from the rivers and lakes rushed to offer themselves as daily
drinks to cleanse the insides of their bodies.

All these made the white zebras beautiful and clean.

Alas! Their beauty, perfection and cleanliness made them the most desired
meal of ferocious lions that came to earth, from nowhere, whenever the
climate became very hot.

Those primitive, dirty and ugly lions, called PRIDUG lions, had a peculiar
illness. They were born beautiful but, because of that illness, their bodies got
dirtier as they grew, and the dirt in their bodies made them uglier day by
day.
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The dirt in their bodies also caused their eyes to be extremely sensitive to
any thing that were striped in shape, making them groggy and causing them
to faint and fall.

The only safe and sure cure for them was white zebras. The meat of white
zebras killed the germs, and scrubbed away the dirt in the bodies of
PRIDUG lions, curing them of their peculiar disease.

Every hot season, PRIDUG lions appeared in hordes to catch and devour
white zebras.

As all animals, plants, mountains, water, clouds and air had been so used to
being friendly to one another, the white zebras were very kind to the
PRIDUG lions. They did not run away. It was their innocence, their kindness
and their friendliness that made them do that. It was tragic how kindness
brought grief.

Many died, devoured ruthlessly by the PRIDUG lions.

The mountains, animals, birds, ants and the trees cried to see kindness being
repaid with cruelty. Nothing could they do for kindness was their way of life.
None knew how to fight back. Hurting others was unknown to them. Even if
they knew, they did not know how to hurt others.

The coconut trees grieved the most. From their tall heights, they could see
everything. They saw so many tragedies. They were shocked to see baby
white zebras being devoured greedily by PRIDUG lions. Mother white
zebras were torn into pieces as they tried to help their babies. Grandparents
white zebras bravely came to the PRIDUG lions to plead for kindness but
were instantly eaten up.
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Seeing the tragedies happening to the beautiful white zebras, the coconut
trees cried and cried, not knowing what to do.

Suddenly they heard a soft Voice: “Say: Run up our trunks ~
“What! Run up our trunks?” startled to hear the unknown Voice.
“Yes. Say: Run up our trunks " the Voice urged again.

“Why?" queried the coconut trees.

“Just say, and say it NOW!" commanded the Voice.

“White zebras: Run up our trunks; Run up our trunks; Run up our trunks” ,
screamed the coconut trees.

“What! Why?” the white zebras asked in puzzlement. The white zebras just
could not understand. They were confused.

“Come up our trunks, quickly. Come now, fast!” the coconut trees pleaded.
“How?” asked the white zebras.

“Just run up our trunks. Run up now, now, now! Just run up. NOW. Run up
and we will protect all of you. Quickly.” shouted the coconut trees.

Not knowing what else to do, all the white zebras rushed up the coconut

trunks. Their manicured nails were sharp enough to grip the trunk as they
rushed up. Their perfect body symmetry gave them superb balance.

The PRIDUG lions chased after them. However, as they climbed the trunks,
one by one became dizzy, fainted and fell down to their death.

Why?
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Along the whole length of the coconut trunks were striped marks left by old
leaves that had fallen off as the coconut-trees grew. The disease of the
PRIDUG lions made them intolerable to anything that had striped shapes.
They just could not handle the striking striped marks along the whole
length of the coconut trunks. One by one, the PRIDUG lions just got groggy,
fainted and fell. Many perished.

“Yahooo! Yahooo! Yahooo!” The mountains, rivers, birds, bees, ants,
kangaroos, anacondas and other trees that were witnessing the exciting
chase rejoiced to see the PRIDUG lions falling to their death.

Other PRIDUG lions tried other ways of chasing the white zebras up the
coconut-trees. Some lay their bodies on the trunk and made themselves to
become rugs to cover the striped marks along the trunk. The tricked
worked but only for a short distance. Those PRIDUG lions that became rugs
could not prevent themselves from seeing the striped marks that were so
near their eyes. They became groggy and fainted. They lost their grip. Their
dirty bodies oozed out slimy sweat making their bodies very slippery.

Many PRIDUG lions fell to their death, and now from greater heights.

“Yahooo! Yahooo! Yahooo!” rejoiced the mountains, rivers, and all the animals
as they saw the PRIDUG lions falling to their death.

At last, the PRIDUG lions realized that they could not do anything and the
hot season would go away very soon. And so, as suddenly as they came,
they disappeared abruptly.

“Yahooo! Yahooo! Yahooo! Our dear friends, our beloved white zebras are

saved,” trees, mountains, rivers, birds, bees, ants, monkeys, clouds and the
air celebrated their great fortune.

125



IgEE=EE <HR>EILTIvr~riRBRwI vy~ Ln?

KBS TN THYABED” BRI TR BIEELVHEH»LIRE 2
LahbaaryyoReEELoT L

LIV LELT, BB bHVYIYRIEZZOMRTRLELLALD
BEDH LB RIFETLE 2aFyvoRITIAVY v bICEH
EETINICEZELLOSLENSZEIEVE L,

“EI. b EES B |
FRFEE, ZZIVDBARALRDTK

ETBRWHTE) AL T |
OBz H. KBILDBEDERD |
aAF v VDORDFVIZETIE T |
L7ze “BRAGKRE LA [

WoZEAREEZ, BHBHOWL el =

Tl Lo L, TEBPVERIFR o TETIRTOEHY, I3 ELED B
bHWVWY YT F vy Y OKRDELIZIH LR T Lz, BRAWEHEIC
BOIFIBETAF DR o TEZLEE, HORLVAETHIWIETL. 20
2Ol AF Y72 EHICAVY I DOBAZ AR L) XIREIZRD
FL7 FAF V2 bIIAVY YRRV LRI DEEXIZaa Sy YD
KiZkoTy=w=bidsEbhT Lz,

ZL DRI AF vzblidaad y Y OROBWEREICHZ ST, H5600nT
B, ELATWEE L7

Ewi, 29 L2 L WIBRFRIRY 2 KEOTITHR N TITE E Lz, &b
THHWI IR L ITF v Y OROKGFETHEAFETHIENTWEE Lz,
GIAF VKDL F Y VORIZHAVY R IR EF LD > T
T L7z, BE. BOEHIKL PN, 2R o TRBEEPITIVZDORVHD
CHhoTw&FE L7

HHH, LTHBVFHO—HHTL, KE2SZNE TSR RY AT
KEDbDRIALEHEESSoTLEVE LA, BETIZRZHRTZDIZEIH

126



HNEEEER AL E 8147 20054E11H

“Thank you, dear friends, for saving our lives” , the white zebras embraced
the coconut trees as tears of gratitude flowed from their beautiful eyes.

“It is our pleasure, dearest friend. You are the most beautiful creation there
is in this world, and we all love you" said the coconut trees, as they swayed
their leaves to show their tender care and love for the white zebras.

“Yes, we all love you most dearly, and we are all friends here to look after
one another” declared all animals, trees, mountains, clouds and air that came
to flock around the coconut trees. “We all love you.”

That was the world when beauty and kindness came so spontaneously
many, many years ago making the world so clean and beautiful.

The happiness was celebrated everyday but when the hot seasons came, all
the animals, mountains, clouds, ants and birds shoved the white zebras to be
close to the coconut trees.

When PRIDUG lions came, they were dirtier, uglier and more sickly. Their
greed for the meat of white zebras became stronger and, because of that,
they were more ferocious. They chased the white zebras but, this time, the
zebras were all saved by the coconut trees.

Many PRIDUG lions became groggy, fainted as they could not stand seeing
the striped marks on the coconut tree trunks. Many fell to their death. Then
they disappeared abruptly and went away hungry.

For many years, these joyous events continued as dear friends helped one
another, and the most special relationship that grew was between the white
zebras and the coconut trees. Every time the PRIDUG lions came, the
coconut trees were there to save the white zebras. These happened every
hot season and for many, many years the friendship became most endearing.

One day, during the first day of the very hot season, the sun was at its
hottest mood. Everything on earth became dry. Even the clouds had to go
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somewhere else to cool off. This made the earth very much hotter.
Suddenly a huge fire broke out. It grew so fast and, with the wind blowing
harder to cool itself, the fire turned into a raging inferno.

What happened? The ponds, rivers and lakes dried up. The mountains
cracked. Worst, many trees got burnt down, especially the coconut trees, all
of which got the full brunt of the big fire because of their height.

At the very peak of the burning inferno, the PRIDUG lions appeared
suddenly. They waited for the coconut trees to be burnt down, and for the
fire to die off.

The white zebras were terrified. They all ran towards their dear friends, the
coconut trees, only to find that all had been burnt down.

“We are so sorry, dear friend. We are of no use to you now. We cannot
protect you anymore cried the coconut trees as they all laid limp on the
ground.

The white zebras were shattered. They trembled with fear as they saw
hordes of PRIDUG lions closing on them. “Hggh, Hggh, Hggh. Now you
cannot run anywhere. Now is our turn to celebrate. Hggh, Hggh, Hggh”
growled the hungry PRIDUG lions. “Now we all can have a grand feast”

All the trees, animals, mountains, ants, snakes, clouds and wind cried to see
the beautiful white zebras at the complete mercy of the PRIDUG lions. They

cried and cried.

Suddenly, the coconut trees heard the same Voice they heard before. The
Voice whispered: “Say: Roll over our leaves "

“What?" asked the coconut trees, startled to hear that Voice again.
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“Say: Roll over our leaves' " the Voice was heard again.

“What ‘roll over our leaves’ ? What do you mean?” enquired the coconut
trees puzzled.

“Just shout: ‘Roll over our leaves' ” Just do that” insisted the Voice.

Excitedly but not knowing why, all the coconut trees shouted towards the
white zebras: “Roll over our leaves. Roll over our leaves. Quick roll over our
leaves” .

The white zebras look puzzled too: “What! Roll over your leaves?”

“Yes, yes, roll over our leaves”

All the other animals, trees, bees, snakes, mountains, clouds and winds joined
the plea: “Yes, roll over the burnt coconut tree leaves. Yes, quickly, quickly!

The mother white zebra which was nursing a young foal just pulled her
baby and rolled over the strips of coconut leaves which were already
blackened by the fire.

Voilal The mother white zebra and her baby became wrapped in beautiful
flowing black stripes, uniquely imprinted by the way the burnt strips of
coconut leaves were set on the ground.

On seeing the magical transformation, all other white zebras rushed to the
burnt leaves, rolled over them, and stood up with elegant patterns of black
and white stripes on their once perfect white bodies. As more and more of
the white zebras rolled over and made for themselves the black-white
striped cover, they created waves upon waves of flowing black and white
stripes amongst them. What a beautiful sight!

In the meantime, the PRIDUG lions, not knowing what was happening,
rushed towards to devour their meals. To their horror, they saw no white
zebras but waves upon waves of dancing black and white stripes, causing
utter distress to their vision.

Instantly, they got groggy and fainted. Many vomited and, some so severely
that they died because of dehydration. Many just went limp not able to raise
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their heads, except to crawl backwards away from the dancing waves of
black and white stripes. They could not even stand up properly anymore.
Certainly, none could run after the zebras.

“Yahooo! Yahooo! Yahooo!” The mountains, rivers, birds, bees, ants, snakes,
trees, clouds and the winds rejoiced to see the PRIDUG lions getting groggy,
fainting and many vomiting to death.

The once “white zebras” now stood superbly in their beautiful flows of black
and white stripes. They looked to their friends who witnessed how the
coconut trees saved them again. They were happy that all their friends
shared the fortune of seeing them alive, now saved by the burnt coconut
tree leaves from being devoured by the PRIDUG lions.

Then they turned around to be with the coconut trees to express their
thanks. They were shocked to see the coconut trees limp in near death.
“Please don’t die. Please don’t leave us’ they held the coconut trees now so
blackened and totally burnt by the huge forest fire. “Please don’t die.
Please.”

“Don’t grieve. This is our fate. Let our death give you life. Let that be our
final gesture of love for being the best of friends. Don’t grieve. We are
thankful that you are safe,” lamented the dying coconut trees.

“Oh no! Please don’t leave us” cried the zebras.

“This is our eternal gift to you, my dear friend. Cherish it for this is the best

way for you to remember us. Good bye” .

All the zebras stayed, sobbingly, as they saw their dear friends depart
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forever. They stayed just standing, tenderly scrapping soft soil to cover the
blackened trunks and leaves. They stayed the whole night. At dawn, they
started to move to look for a new place to live. They carried with them the
black and white stripes flowing like living black coconut leaves as they trot
with quiet respect from their cherished friends.

As they passed one coconut tree trunk, the mother zebra, who with her
baby was the first to roll over the leaves, heard the soft final gasps of the
dying coconut tree: “Take this as a remembrance,” handing the mother
zebra a coconut fruit. “Oh dear, in death you are still kind. Yes, thank you.
We will cherish it” .

As they crossed the river, the mother zebra lost grip of the coconut fruit. It
floated swiftly away from her. “Oh no, Oh no. Please, that is our only
remembrance of our dearest friends. Please, help me get it back, please,”
pleaded the mother zebra.

“Let it go. This is destiny. Your stripes are better marks of remembrance.
That is also destiny,” the Voice was heard again.

“Wow! That's a moving story! Was it true?”
“No. Only He knows”
“Thank you, grandpa. I love you” .
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