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Images of Japanese Immigrants in the Main Argentine
Newspapers before World War 11

oooon
Keiko Imai

A century has passed since Japan began diplomatic relations with
Argentina. This century has been a period of big challenges and changes for
nation-building, modernization and development for both countries. To know
Argentines’ images of Japan, | have been analyzing the articles on Japan and
the Japanese in the main Argentine newspapers as an effective research
method. Before World War |1, the main subjects reported and discussed
about Japan were the Sino-Japanese War, the Russo-Japanese War and the
issue of Japanese immigrants in Argentina. | have already published my
research on the first two subjects; and so in the present article | examine the
third subject, analyzing the articles in the main newspapers from the
beginning of the 20" century to the early 1930s, when the subject was
actively discussed.

As the main newspapers, | chose La Prensa, La Nacion and El Pais. The
first two are very well known representative newspapers in Argentina which
began in the 1860s, and the third began publication at the end of the 19"
century. These three newspapers delivered different points of view on
Japanese immigrants in Argentina.

Discussion of Japanese immigrants had become active by the beginning of
the 20" century, influenced considerably by the anti-Japanese movements in
North America. La Prensa and La Nacion expressed basically negative views
on acceptance of non-European immigrants in order to integrate an
ethnically homogenous society. On the other hand, El Pais expressed a
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positive view on introducing Japanese immigrants to Argentina. The three
newspapers developed their comments respectively from the points of ethnic
composition of the nation, the labor force issue in the process of economic
development, social integration and stability. Here | analyze the articles with
focus on the grounds of the different view points; and at the same time |
make clear the strong influence of anti-Japanese movements such as the
agreements and laws to restrict Japanese immigration to North America.

Despite these articles in major newspapers opposing Japanese immigrants,
the Argentine government, in sharp contrast to North America and Brazil,
did not adopt any special legislation to restrict or prohibit Japanese
immigration to Argentina. The causes for this difference are found in the
various inter-related factors, which should be studied in detail in future
research.
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