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Resume
Roman Polanski’'s Macbeth

TAKANORI TOGO

Roman Polanski’s film Macbeth failed both commercially and critically
when it first appeared in 1971. It was so brutal and full of blood that some
critics found it difficult to discuss it as a work of art. Also the nudity it
contained gathered undue attention. Yet Polanski, together with Kenneth
Tynan, elaborately prepared the script and made it into a remarkable film
filled with minute visual and aural images, which together composed the
nonpareil cinematic tour de force. To use the words of Polanski himself, it
succeeded to show “the behavior of people under stress, when they can no
longer afford to respect the conventional rules and morals of society.”
Polanski’s film Macbeth is a work of art that deserves close exegesis.
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