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Art and Preaching in the Counter-Reformation Spain
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MATSUBARA Noriko

During the Counter-Reformation period in Spain, preaching and art
cultivated a close relationship, prompted by the decrees of Trent which
had emphasized their common role in the instruction of the
congregation in sacred scripture and church tradition. The long list of
preachers consulted by the author of the most important artistic
treatise of the age, the painter and theorist Francisco Pacheco, would
be a fair example of their interaction. Despite this and the vast
number of references to art found in sixteenth and seventeenth century
sermons, only a few studies have so far been made on the true nature
and the extent of their relationship. The present paper aims to
examine some of the enormous number of remarks about art made by
one of the leading preachers in seventeenth-century Spain, the
Trinitarian, Hortensio Félix Paravicino, who was a friend of El Greco
and possibly had a certain acquaintance with Pacheco. I will focus on
his comments regarding the accuracy of sacred images and the
immorality of nude paintings, which were apparently two of the
greatest concerns for the post-Tridentine Church. By doing so, I wish
to shed more light on the active involvement on the part of preachers
with contemporary artistic matters.
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