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An Examination of the Validity of the Kanji Component Learning

Method for Children with Blindness

SAWADA Mayumi, KAGAWA Kunio* and CHIDA Koki

(Department of Education for Children with Visual Impairments)
(*Tsukuba University)

Japanese language can be written using solely the phonetic

syllables “kana” or using a combination of “kana” and
ideographic characters “kanji.” The latter style is predominantly
used in Japan, but Japanese Braille letters correspond basically
to kana. However, the knowledge of kanji is necessary for Braille
users as there are many hononyms in Japanese language
represented by different kanjis.

This paper proposes a new method to acquire knowledge of
kanji characters based on the following hypothesis ; thatis, ifa
child is instructed to extract the components that constitute a kanji
character, then further knowledge of kanji can be systematically
constructed using this base .

Two children with blindness and who were already familiar
with the use of Braille but who had not learned any kanji were the
subjects of the study. Shape discrimination and the ability to learn
the meaning of some basic kanji was analyzed. In addition,

whether or not the shape of new kanji, which are composed of

basic kanji, could be imagined by the subjects with the support
of verbal explanation from the instructor was investigated.
Firstly, basic kanji were selected from the list of kanji allotted
to first grade children to learn in Japanese schools. The standard
to select basic kanji was dtermined by the researchers considering
the kanji formation rules. Secondly, the composed kanji, which
consisted of the basic kanji, were selected from the list of kanji
allocated to first and second grade children. These 'composed
kanji' were shown in raised dotted lines, and the children were
taught to extract basic kanji and their position in the 'composed
kanji'. Following this procedure, whether or not the subjects
could imagine new 'composed kanji' using verbal explanation
from the instructor was evaluated.
The results showed that if children could understand basic kanji
they could imagine a new 'composed kanji' with the support of
verbal explanation. This finding suggests a new possibility in

expanding the knowledge of kanji in children with blindness.



