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The Development of a Teaching Method for the Reading of Braille :
A Case Study Promoting the Efficient Use of Both Hands
from the Introductor Sy Stage

Oouchi Susumu

Department of Education for Children with Visual Impairments

Abstract

When reading braille, it is desirable to coordinate the use of
both hands to achieve greater efficiency in the reading process.
Furthermore, to read well with both hands, the ability to read
braille using either hand is necessary. In this study, focus was
on the importance of the ability to use either hand from the
introductory stage of teaching braille. Based on the ability to use
either hand,
developing cooperative use of both hands in braille reading was
the

subject was instructed to read with the right hand and then with

and a new teaching method with the aim of

attempted. This involved the following strategy. First,

the left hand. Next, the child was instructed to start reading the

line with left hand and then relay to the right hand at about
midline. From this stage, the teaching strategy was to complete
braille reading utilizing both hands in coordination. A trial of this
teaching method revealed the following results. An increase in
the reading speed using either hand was observed and the speed
of relay reading also improved. In addition, it was easier to
monitor how the subject was using his/her hands since hand
preference was obvious using this method.
Key words

Braille,

reading, Reading with both hands, School for the Blind

Braille teaching at the introductory stage, Tactile



