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Imagining Tokyo Tech
By Roger Pulvers

There is a story in ancient China, known to many
Japanese people, about Mencius’ mother. If I understand
this story correctly, it tells of the efforts taken by his
mother to provide the best education for her son. It
seems that she moved him from place to place so that he
might be able to take advantage of a positive and
enriching environment. The story, actually a kind of
parable, is known in Japan as # B =ZB D% 2,

The surroundings that a young person is placed in
effect that person’s state of mind and nature to the nth
degree. It is not enough merely to ask students to study
whatever academic pursuit it is that they have chosen.
Students’ imagination must be stimulated as much as
their cold hard intellect. This is as true for students of
science as it is for those in the arts.

The great scientist of the future will be a person with
an acutely tuned social conscience, one whose flights of
imagination inspire people all over the world. That is why
I chose, as the motto for the series of Arts Lectures now
in progress at Tokyo Tech, “Nothing great can be
achieved without imagination.” It is great flights of
imagination that will free the minds of those scientists
who will make the miraculous discoveries of the 21*
century.

The Arts Lectures were begun by playwright/novelist
Inoue Hisashi. More than 300 people, consisting of
students, staff and members of the public, filled the
Multi-Purpose Hall of the West 9 Building on 20 April to
hear Inoue talk about his ideas and current
preoccupations. After University President Aizawa
Masuo inaugurated the series with an introduction,
Inoue told the audience about the uniqueness of the
theater audience itself. In other words, he presented us
with a unique viewpoint not centered on the creator of
the work or the work itself.

In fact, Inoue is a playwright who, over the past 40
years or so of writing drama, has kept his finger on the
pulse of the public. He is always conscious of social and
personal issues from the point of view of the average
person, often giving them encouragement and strength
through the messages of his plays. This is true of all of
his plays, but is perhaps most of all visible in such works
as The Blind Master of Yabuhara, Beat the Drum and
Blow the Whistle and The Face of Jizo (Living with
Father).

Inoue spoke of the motivation of different theater
goers in their willingness to come to the theater to see a
play. They may cherish a variety of reasons for becoming
part of an audience, but it is the power of the play itself
and its emotional appeal that finally draw them together
as witnesses to this event that, in time, will cease to
exist. the play as performed in a theater in a particular
production. That was how the people felt, I believe, in
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that audience in April at the university. that we were
witnessing a unique and inspiring event.

The second Arts Lecture was presented by
novelist/actor Tsutsui Yasutaka. Once again President
Aizawa greeted the audience. Tsutsui, whose brilliant
brand of science fiction is wellknown to Japanese young
people, held the attention of, again, more than 300 people
in the hall. He spoke of the elements of experience and
reading that inspired him to write his works,
particularly, in his case, the coming into contact, after
the war, with the art of Salvador Dali, the antics of the
Marx Brothers, and the prose and cinema of Alain Robbe-
Grillet.

Tsutsui went on to talk about the concept of alienation,
or estrangement, not as a linguistic concept but as a
method of creating a new reality in art. “I don’t know
why people write pages and pages of landscape
description,” he said, smirking. “That’s not literature in
my book.”

Both Inoue and Tsutsui carried on a lively discussion
with the audience for about half an hour after their
respective talks. The overall impression left by both of
them was one of originality, an infectious humor mixed
with a serious social message, and a rich and productive
imagination.

On 6 July, playwright, director and actor Noda Hideki
came to Tokyo Tech for the third in our series of Arts
Lectures. Noda had returned to a stifling hot Japan from
London the day before.

Noda entertained the once-again packed hall with
anecdotes about his coming of age as a theater
practitioner. But behind the playfulness and tongue-in-
cheek delivery was a very serious message. that in order
to succeed in theater in Japan you must be prepared to
give up everything else (Noda himself dropped out of
Tokyo University) and pursue your own vision.

He went on to criticize the role of television in Japan in
its habit of anointing certain popular theater groups with
the mass-media seal of approval. “There is wonderful
theater that is far removed from the limelight that the
mass media shine on some. But just because few people
go to that theater, it does not take away from its validity
as important art,” he said.

Noda, who has presented his plays overseas and has
worked with actors in England, told the audience that
Japan does have a contribution to make to world theater,
and that contribution can be enhanced if we look into our
theatrical past, particularly that of Kabuki, and find
inspiration from it.

There are two more lectures to come in this series that
is held under the auspices of the Foreign Language
Research and Teaching Center at the university.

Tanikawa Shuntaro, 19 October
Kara Juro, 9 November

In all of these, the hope is to create an atmosphere that
will stimulate the imagination of everyone at Tokyo
Tech.

We are all children of Mencius’ mother.
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