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A Seminar on “Studying in Tokyo Tech” Held in
Institut Teknologi Bandung, Indonesia

In collaboration with International Student Center
- Tokyo Tech and International Student Office -
Institut Teknologi Bandung (ITB), Indonesian
students association in Tokyo Tech (PPI-Tokodai)
successfully held a day seminar on “studying in
Tokyo Tech”. The seminar was held on March 2nd,
2006, from 14:00 to 17:00 in a multimedia seminar
room in ITB. It was attended by more than 100
students of ITB. Also attending the seminar were
former ITB students who are currently or were
previously studying at Tokyo Tech.

“I believe that a lot of Indonesian students wish to
study in Japan and they just have no idea about how
to realize it. We are here to facilitate their interest
and promote Tokyo Tech as one of the best
alternatives as well”, said Mr. Akhmadi Surawijaya,
chair person of PPI-Tokodai. He opened the seminar
by giving his presentation introducing the Tokyo
Tech and the life of its international students. Dr.
Trio Adiono, a lecturer of ITB who was also in
Tokyo Tech from 1998 to 2004 for his doctoral
degree and post doctoral work, was also given an
opportunity to share his experience on studying and
living in Japanese culture. “I think it is important to
motivate and encourage ITB students to study
abroad and gain more experiences”, he said.

The three-hour-seminar discussed not only about
studying in Tokyo Tech, but also about the Monbu-
kagakusho scholarship program. Dr. Suhardja D.
Wiramihardja, a member of Monbukagakusho
scholarship program selection team in Indonesia and
a former international student in Kyoto University,
was invited to give a brief explanation about applying
for Monbukagakusho scholarship. He also announced
that the Monbukagakusho G to G program is no
longer limited to government employee, therefore
allowing more potential candidates to apply for the
G to G Monbukagakusho scholarship.

Moderated by Mr. Zalfany Urfianto, a Ph. D
candidate in Tokyo Tech, the seminar was also very
interactive. The audiences’ enthusiasm was shown
by a lot of interesting questions asked during the
Q&A session. To encourage the audience, for each
question asked, the Tokyo Tech’s video DVD was
given as a prize. This DVD was previously shown in
the big screen while the audiences were waiting for
the seminar to begin. Most of the questions asked
were about how to find a professor in Tokyo Tech
and about scholarships. Some of them were still
curious that they continued asking the presenters
and the other former international students
personally after the seminar. “We appreciate that
there 1s a seminar about studying to Japan, given in
Indonesian language, thus it’s easy for us to
understand the talks”, said one of the audiences,
very satisfied with the seminar.

“We hope to have this kind of activity to introduce
Japan and Tokyo Tech more regularly and we hope
the number of international students from Indonesia
in Tokyo Tech will keep increasing in the following
years”, said Akhmadi closing the discussion. The
seminar was indeed demonstrated a concern in
better education and a good cooperation among
academic institutions. And for the better future, we
all should keep the good work up.
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