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Welcome Party for the New Inter-
national Students in May 2007

Akino Midhany Tahir

For some people, usually Monday is quite a
busy and not exciting day. The thoughts of lec-
tures and reports for the whole week give an
impression that party is definitely not on Monday.
But Monday, May 28" was a little bit different.
It was the day of Welcome Party for the new
international students at Tokyo Institute of
Technology. It was the day when we gathered,
made new friends, met old friends, enjoyed the
relaxing moment with, of course, lots of free
foods and drinks. A lot of people came to the
party, and they all seemed to be very excited to
participate.

i E =
Many students gathered at the Party venue

The event started right on schedule, at 6 pm
on the 2™ floor of O-okayama campus cafeteria.
Li Su and Yan Cong from China, our masters of
ceremony, looked beautiful with their Chinese
dresses. Prof. Aizawa, the president of Tokyo
Tech, with cheerful disposition and pleasant
smile, gave his opening address to welcome all
the new international students and to greet all
the invited professors as well as other interna-
tional students and visitors. It was then followed
by a toast, proposed by Prof. Kusakabe, the
Director of the International Student Center
(ISC), which marked the official opening of the
party.

Opening address by
President Prof. Aizawa

Prof. Kusakabe, the director of ISC proposed a toast

Once the tables were open, everyone turned
their attention towards foods and drinks without
hesitation. Foods and drinks are always the main
attention at a party for students like this one.
Various delicious foods were served. Plates and
bottles filled with different kinds of foods and
drinks came one after another. Soon after, plates
and bottles were empty, leaving almost nothing
for those who came late.

At 18:45, Li Su and Yan Cong announced the
first performance that would entertain all visitors.

A lot of nice food!
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First performers were from the Indonesian
Student Association with a traditional dance from
Aceh, northern part of Indonesia, called Tari
Saman. The dance is well-known as “The Dance
of Thousand Hands”. An ensemble of men and
women, perfectly lined up in a row, their arms
weaving complex patterns as the tempo sung by
a singer quickens. Because the room was full of
crowd, the dancers seemed to have difficulties in
hearing the song, resulted in unsynchronized
movements several times. Nevertheless, audience
seemed to be so amused by this performance
that they gave big applause.

Saman Dance by Inoedian Students N

After a few minutes, Japanese students pre-
sented an interesting performance. They demon-
strated aikido, one of the traditional Japanese
martial arts. Aikido, translated as “the way of
harmonious spirit”, is a martial art developed by
Morihei Ueshiba as a synthesis of his martial stud-
ies, philosophy, and religious beliefs. Ueshiba’s
goal was to create an art, which practitioners
could use to defend themselves without injuring
their attacker. Aikido emphasizes joining with an
attack and redirecting the attacker’s energy, as
opposed to meeting force with force, and consists
primarily of body throws and joint-locking tech-
niques. In addition to physical fithess and tech-
nique, mental training, controlled relaxation, and
development of “spirit” (ki) are emphasized in
aikido training.

—

Aikido Performers

The racing pulse after seeing aikido was calmed
down by the cheerful music of the next perform-
ance, by the Filipino students. Three students
danced Kappa Malong Malong, which is also called
“Sambi sa Malong”. This Maranao dance shows the
many ways of wearing a malong, a simple tubular
yet highly functional piece of cloth. The traditional
women’s version shows this cloth of countless
colorful designs; used mostly as a skirt, woven in
many different ways, depending on the purpose
of the wearer. Other ways the women wear mal-
ong is as a shawl, a mantle, or a head-piece.

_ -

Malong Dance by Filipino Students

Our attention was then diverted to two beauti-
ful Chinese singers who sang Nuan Nuan. It was
a perfect song for spring season, and symbolizing
our warm welcome for the new students.

After around 10 minutes, Gulmire Ablat from
Uyghur, China, appeared on the stage with cheer-
ful music that sounds like a mix between East
Asia and Middle East. Wearing Uyghur traditional
costume in bright green color, she seemed to
invite us to dance with her. Not so many people
know that Uyghur is also called as Turkic people of
central Asia. They are a group of Turkic-speaking
tribes in the Altay Mountains, a mountain range
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in central Asia, where Russia, China, Mongolia
and Kazakhstan come together. Through that
dance, Gulmire enticed us to take a peek into her
fascinating culture. She said that Uyghur folk
dances are part of Uyghur’s daily life. There are
no holidays, parties or wedding festivities without
music and dances. Uyghur folk dances are distin-
guished by head and wrist movements. Their
clever coordination is enhanced by the typical
posture of tilted head, thrust chest and erect
waist. The dances express the Uyghur people’s
feelings and character.

Nuan Nuan by
Chinese Students

Uyghur Dance by
Gulmire

Finally at 19:30, the last performers sang sev-
eral songs beautifully for all of the audience.
They are a cappella group, Spiritus, consist of
four Japanese and a Thai students. It was really
impressive because Spiritus not only sang the
songs, but also imitated instrument sounds by
producing the melody with their vocal cords. This
was an excellent performance to close the party.

All visitors seemed happy, full, and satisfied.
We hope they enjoyed the party as much as we
did. Last but not least, we would like to thank our
host, President Aizawa sensei, as well as the rest
of International Student Center staff and
International Student Office staff, especially to

A cappella Chorus by Spiritus

Sato sensei and Shimozono san who offered a lot
of time to organize the party. We also would like
to thank all the volunteers and performers for
their cooperation in making the party successful:
Jack Lin (coordinator) from Taiwan/Canada;
Karlisa Priandana (sub-coordinator), Akino
Midhany Tahir, and other performers from
Indonesia; Yang Xin Gang (sub-coordinator), Li
Su and Yan Cong (MC) from China, and also
Gulmire Ablat from Uyhgur; Miki Nakajima from
Japan (sub-coordinator), Hamada, Arikawa, Taki
(Aikido performers), Prasert Prasertvithyakarn
from Thailand and Watanabe, Urano, Shimazaki,
Ishizuka from Japan (Spiritus); Ian Dexter Garcia
(sub-coordinator), Kathleen Papiona, Anabelle
Abuzo, Ma. Carmela Pato, Grace Padayhag (per-
formers) from the Philippines; Tanyanuparb
Anantana (sub-coordinator) from Thailand; Kabir
Shakya (photographer) from Nepal; and all other
people who had helped to organize the party. We
hope to see you again in the next welcome party!

Volunteers who cooperated with the party

(Master Student of Prof. Harashina Lab.,
Interdisciplinary Graduate School of Science
and Engineering)
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