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United Nations University-Joint Graduate Courses
(UNU-3IGC)
Morita Akihiko

UNU offers three graduate courses in English
jointly with 11 universities and JICA.

UNU was established, based on the resolution
adopted at UN General Assembly in 1972, and
started its operation in September 1975. Unlike
universities under the Japanese law, UNU aims
at contributing to tackling the urgent and global
issues that are key concerns of the United Nations
and its member states through research and
capacity building. UNU has its headquarter in
Tokyo and institutions & training centers in the
other countries. UNU also has the international
network with universities, institutions and
researchers.

UNU-JGC this year has the following three
courses.

1) Human Rights and Humanitarian Assistance

2) Conflict Studies:

Prevention and Peacebuilding
3) International Development:

Human Security and Poverty Reduction
UNU-JGC is offered from October until December.
The courses are taught by United Nations,

University academic staff, representatives of
UN-related agencies, professional experts of
governments and prominent professors.

Participating students are requested to read
50-page materials in English before each class
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and to submit 3000-word term-papers by the
end of December.

Although classes are quite hard, students
enjoy chatting with and getting to know each
other.

Tokyo Tech has joined UNU-JGC this year.
Those who successfully complete one of the
courses will be granted 2 credits as the course
of the Graduate School of Decision Science and
Technology. Currently, 8 graduate students are
studying at UNU-JGC.

UNU-JGC offers a valuable opportunity to get
to know the students from the other universities,
of different nationalities.

I sincerely hope more students will apply for
UNU-JGC next year.

Reports of the Tokyo Tech students enrolled
in UNU-JGC will appear on Tokyo Tech Chronicles
No. 428 (Jan. 2008), No. 429 (Feb. 2008) and
No. 430 (March 2008)

(International Coordination Planner,
International Office)

United Nations University-Joint Graduate Courses (UNU-JGC)

Expanding New Horizon through UNU

Ceelia LEONG

Article 7 of the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, which states “prohibition of
torture and cruel treatment or punishment:--.”,
was completely new for me, an engineering student
since undergraduate. Tokyo Tech has joined the
consortium of United Nations University Joint
Graduate Course (UNU-JGC) this year and I
decided to attend one of three courses, which
is eye opening for me. One of the most vivid
speakers I could recall is Mr. Morten B. Pedersen,
Senior Analyst for the International Crisis Group
and Consultant on Myanmar Politics of UNU
who has been staying 6 years in Myanmar.
Within weeks of the outbreak startling monk
demonstration and brutal shooting of Japanese
journalist, he was in Myanmar and observed the
unspoken details on the on-going situation in
Myanmar since the Junta has restricted any
release of news. About 3000 people were cap-
tured by the Junta where some photographed
in pictures at scene were not even protesters,
merely handing out water bottles. There were
also villages which were almost deserted since
the villagers were captured as they were located
near or in the demonstration area. Another
speaker (Mr. Scott Hansen from U. S. Embassy)
followed with equally insightful experience of
working in the field of human trafficking and
child labour.

Listening to different speakers well versed in
their own fields of expertise made me realize
how far I am from the social realities in my tiny
laboratory in a cozy Ookayama campus. I became
more conscious of my surroundings, news, my
rights and even observing more closely the
people in the trains while commuting. However,
while becoming more conscious of the social
realities, I couldnt help feeling the sense of
helplessness which some speakers unconsciously
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express in their reply about the world politics
and certain ignorant government stance. Here
are the intellectuals with brilliant ideas and
knowledge; however it is clear that change in
dire situation of many countries needs many
waves of repetitious effort, dialogue, patience
through even several generations.

My fellow classmates mainly majored in global
and humanitarian studies are from 12 different
countries, leaving only two engineering students
from Tokyo Tech. We were able to discuss many
worldly issues amiably with interesting opinions
stemming from our cultural background, beliefs,
and field of studies. One of my encouraging
encounters comes from the Philippines, Ms.
Rago. She works in an aid agency for foreign
women in Japan, while managing her Master
studies. She is thoroughly motivated to apply
her skills from her studies into relief work and
vice versa. She always manages to touch on core
questions on wide range of issues we discuss
every week. I can only imagine working on hot
line with foreign women, abused victims and
dealing with other related problems makes her
more sharp and critical to these social realities.
I believe the classes of UNU JGC can help to
mould all rounder engineers, emphasizing not
only technical skills, but heighten our awareness
about our rights and realities. The UNU classes
and other related UNU conducted activities should
be offered to more students and publicized more
widely in the campus.

Last but not least, few words by Director of
UNU JGC, Prof. Kazuo Takahashi on his years
experience serving in the UN and NGO, which left
a deep impression, were that continuous dialogue
between parties is the key to co-operation
from the opponent. For me, one thing for sure
is that nothing is what it seems to be in the
world, so, question everything you learn, see
and hear!

(D1, Department of International Development

Engineering, Graduate School of Science and
Engineering)

United Nations University-Joint Graduate Courses (UNU-JGC)

The UNU-JGC Human Rights Course,
impression from a participant

Akino M. Tahir

Studying urban planning before, I never thought
I would take a course on human rights issue
someday. The issue does not have any direct
connection with what I was studying and what
I am studying now in Japan, nor will I think
that the human rights course be available in an
engineering institute like Tokyo Tech. However,
since I read the announcement on a student
mailing list, I thought it would be a very good
chance for me to learn about an issue I have
never touched before, so I decided to apply,
and luckily, got selected as a participant.

The human rights course is a part of United
Nations University Joint Graduate Courses (UNU-
JGC), with 11 participating universities and JICA,
in which Tokyo Tech is one of them, along with
Aoyama Gakuin University, Keio University,
International Christian University, Sophia
University, Chuo University, University of
Tsukuba, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies,
University of Tokyo, Nihon University, Waseda
University, and Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA). There are 3 courses in this joint
graduate course, which are human rights and
humanitarian assistance, conflict studies (pre-
vention and peacebuilding), and international
development (human security and poverty
reduction). The courses are held from October
to December 2007, each lecture is about 2.5
hours period. What makes it interesting is that
the course is taught by lecturers who are among
the most highly qualified in their respective fields,
such as United Nations University academic
staff, representatives of UN-related agencies,
professional experts in relevant fields, and
prominent professors.
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In the human rights course, we are introduced
to several issues. Those include the history of
United Nations and international human rights,
UN Human Rights Council and Japan, interna-
tional human trafficking and US Policy, human
rights violations and law, UN and NGO humani-
tarian assistance, as well as Japan’s international
cooperation in human rights and humanitarian
assistance, and cultural diversity and human
rights.

I joined the first lecture, feeling a little bit
nervous. The topic on human rights and human-
itarian assistance is really something that I am
not familiar with. Even though I do read news-
paper, watch television, or hear people around me
talking about human rights and humanitarian
issues, say, refugees in Sudan, or illegal immi-
gration and how bad people treat them, or child
labour, or something like that, I never really
pay attention. Not because I had no interest,
but because I did not really know anything about
it, and felt like I can do nothing. But during the
first weeks of the course, I started to think
about the issues and feel that understanding
what human rights are is really important for
me to understand how I want to do what I want
to do in the future.

During the course, we discussed several
practices and contemporary issues of human
rights, which I think really opens our mind and
perspectives. For example, on the third week,
we had Dr. Morten B. Pederson, a JSPS-UNU
Postdoctoral Fellow, who is an expert in
Myanmar case. It was really interesting to hear
about the issue from someone who knows a lot
about Myanmar, who had been staying there
for many years, and who is familiar with the
real situation on the ground. Dr. Morten talked
a lot about the search of democracy in the
country, how he thinks about the situation
there and he also shared his opinion on what
should be or should not be done to deal with
the current situation. What surprised me was a

statement he made that the military regime
there is actually a hardcore nationalist, meaning
that they actually believe whatever they do is
for the sake of the country. I was surprised
because such way of thinking had never crossed
my mind. Hearing Dr. Morten’s explanation
and lecture for the whole session, I came to
realize that many of my opinion are built on
great influence from the media, and that I have
forgotten the neutrality one should have as an
outsider. So in many ways, I am glad that by
joining this course, I also have some time of
self reflection on my thought, knowledge,
opinion, and other things.

The course is still on going now and I hope to
learn more about human rights and humanitarian
issue in the coming weeks. I really think that this
course has given new insights and perspectives,
and also broaden my understanding, knowledge
and sensitivity to issues I have never really
looked upon. I am glad to be given a chance to
join, and I hope I can still join for another

course in the coming years. So, is anyone
interested to join me next year?

(M2, Department of Environmental Science
and Technology, Interdisciplinary Graduate
School of Science and Engineering)
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United Nations University-Joint Graduate Courses (UNU-JGC)
Sharing ideas with various background students

Miki Watanabe

Students cannot continue their study at school
because of poverty of their families in many
countries.

This is a result of my reports that I wrote
through my internship in UNICEF. I had been
working as an intern in education section in
UNICEF Cambodia for five months. My main task
was to research dropouts’ situation in Cambodia.
My conclusion of the report is that dropouts are
affected by parents’ understanding of value of
education, family income and so on.

Especially, most of children who quitted school
were working for their family’s income. Children
have to gain income to help their family instead
of studying at school. This fact is common in many
developing countries. Thus, poverty prevents
children’s rights to education. Every child has a
right to education as described in Education for
All (EFA), an international commitment first
launched in Jomtien, Thailand in 1990, which
aims at bringing the benefits of education to
‘every citizen in every society’. So, this right has
to be protected in any countries and situations.

If I did not have a chance to work in Cambodia,
I would not think about poverty seriously.
However, through this experience, I have become
really committed to “poverty reduction” and other
related issues. I decided to learn more about
what we can do for improving this situation.

I am now attending one of the UNU-JGC courses
“International Development: Human Security and
Poverty Reduction”. The reason why I decided to
join this course was that I wish to acquire new
knowledge from the lecturers who have ample
experiences and to discuss with students of same
generations from different universities about how
and what we can do for reducing poverty in the
world. Actually, my major was neither related to
poverty reduction nor the related issues. So,

UNU-JGC was an opportunity for widening my
understandings.

I had studied physics as undergraduate student.
However, since I wanted not only to study physics
but also to see lives of other people in other
countries, I decided to work as a volunteer. Thus,
I had worked in some refugee camp in Croatia for
two months. This was my first time to stay and
work in another country. From this experience, 1
learned the importance of education for children.
In the camp where I worked, some children came
from Bosnia Herzegovina or other neighbor coun-
tries due to the conflict. Children had to go to school
near the camp even if they could not speak Croatian
language. Therefore, some of the children could not
learn properly at school. I taught mathematics
and other subjects to these children after school.
Mathematics was easy to teach because it did not
need communication by using their language.
Children started smiling when they managed to
solve or calculate some formula. I recognized
that every child needs to study for growing up
and realize their own lives regardless of their
conditionings. If children do not have a chance to
study at schools, they might not master some
necessary skills to realize their dreams.

In addition to this, I have also worked as a
volunteer in an orphanage in Japan after I came
back from Croatia. I taught some subjects to
children there, too. In Japan, children have a
right to study until junior high school. Children
can choose whether they continue studying at
senior high school or not because education at
primary school and junior high school is compul-
sory in Japan. In the orphanage where I worked,
if children cannot pass the examination of senior
high school that is not a compulsory education,
they cannot stay at the orphanage any more
because they are not students and do not get
enough financial supports from government. In
fact, some children in the orphanage do not get
any assistance for their lives from their families
and they were under great pressure to pass
entrance examination for senior high school in
order to stay in the orphanage. As just described,



WIK7ua=7) No.428

Jan. 2008

there is apparent disparity of opportunities for
education even in Japan.

As I stated, there are various problematic situ-
ations in the world. Moreover, children fall victims
not only in educational situations but also in a lot
of other situations quite often. So I decided to study
how we can contribute to reduce these unequal
situations, especially educational situations.
Tokyo Tech has a laboratory that conducts the
evaluation about education policy and ODA in
developing countries. Since I believe that effec-
tive international assistance makes the people’s
life better, I am conducting the research at the
above-mentioned laboratory in Tokyo Tech.

My course of UNU-JGC is very useful to improve
my understandings of world situations such as
poverty or and the concept of Human Security.

Especially, discussions among students are
very useful. I believe that our understandings
will improve through discussions with people with
different backgrounds and ideas. If I just read
books or listen to lecturers, it may only enlarge my
knowledge base. However, exchanging opinions
and ideas with people of various backgrounds
help me think many things from various view-
points. Besides, as most students in Tokyo Tech
studying mathematics and sciences, the way of
discussions or thinking in the UNU-JGC brings me
a fresh sense. These experiences will definitely
improve my comprehensions.

I appreciate having a great experience through
this program. This experience will also help me to
advance my self-understanding and develop my
career plan.

(D2, Department of Human System Science, Graduate
School of Decision Science and Technology)
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Tokyo Tech in Rural Mongolia:
Amazing Experiences under the Blue Sky

Ricardo Martins®
Jun-ichi Takada™
Shinobu Yume Yamaguchi*™*

It was almost two o’clock in the morning
when we finally entered Jagarlant soum (village)
after 12 hours of driving in the Gobi desert
area. Three times we were lost, three times
the Mongolian driver could put us back on
track. The coldness of the sleeping town is
confined within a total blackness. We could
finally get inside and meet with the rest of our
team. They have been traveling for 400km from
neighboring province across the mountains.
We checked into the school dormitory designed
to accommodate children during winter when it
is impossible to commute to school. The students
started discussing and sharing what they saw,
found, felt, amazed and puzzled. A long night
was not enough to satisfy their excitement and
curiosity.

Prof Yamaguehi ard Prol Takeda Team
Figdd Wigh Zawihan and Bayankhongor Almsag

Fig.1 The routes taken during field visit in Mongolia

The relation between Tokyo Tech and
Mongolia has proven to be a fruitful one. As a
part of tripartite collaboration funded by UNHSF
(United Nations Human Security Fund) involv-
ing UNESCO/UNICEF, Tokyo Tech participated
in the international development project

“Rehabilitation of Boarding School and Provision
of Refresher Training Course for Headmasters
and Teachers in the Dzud Affected Gobi Desert
Provinces” between 2004 and 2006. Tokyo Tech
provided technical assistance to develop distance
learning materials together with Mongolian State
University of Education to train local school
principals and teachers. This was aimed at pro-
viding education to unreachable population to
help achieve universalization of basic educa-
tion in Mongolia.

In spring 2007, Asia Pacific Cultural Center
for UNESCO (ACCU) selected Tokyo Tech’s pro-
posal to participate in International Exchange
Programme for the Promotion of International
Cooperation and Mutual Understanding. This
was a rare opportunity for Tokyo Tech team of
11 students to visit local sites of UNHSF project
to observe and evaluate the sustainability of the
international development project. Students’
group consisted of eight different nationalities
from Africa, Asia and Europe, 4 female and 7
male from variety of academic fields.

Fig.2 Project site of Bayan-Undor, Bayankhongor

Every morning we got up with sunrise, had
mutton and yak milk for breakfast, and partici-
pated in teacher training activities with VCD
educational materials developed by Mongolian
State University of Education and Tokyo Tech
to test the quality and usability of VCD. We
repeatedly conducted individual and group
interviews and discussion with several stake-
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holders (local and central government officials,
UN officials, school principals and teachers,
parents and educational methodologists). In
total we worked with 15 rural schools and 105
teachers and school principals.

Fig.3 The students working with Mongolian teachers
(Uliastai, Zavkhan aimag)

Numerous interesting findings were discovered
through interviews, discussions, questionnaires
and informal talks. It was confirmed that high
motivation and enthusiasm of all people involved
in this project was the key for successful
implementation. Stakeholders at all levels have
shown an impressive willingness to improve their
skills and to contribute to the quality of education.
Teachers and school principals even take some
students into their home, since otherwise they
would only drop out. Many teachers bring VCD
training materials home to watch after school
using battery charged by solar panel on top of
their ger (traditional Mongolian movable house)
since constant electricity is not available at
schools.

Speaking, communicating, working, dancing
as well as experiencing other activities with
Mongolian people gave all the members a great
insight on how important and helpful this project
became for the education in Mongolia. In parallel,
the cultural exchange gave each member the
opportunity to discover another way of living
and thinking, widening one’s perspective.

Further, we learned the importance of team

work, patience, how to adapt to new environment,
how to become receptive, attractiveness of
simple life, appreciation for fresh water---to list
a few. We feel this opportunity to participate in
such amazing field visit highly contributed to
self-improvement for all of us.

Working with the teachers who never give up
teaching under hard conditions was an amazing
experience that cannot be expressed in simple
words. The strength of teachers who had crossed
immense portions of desert to participate in
training sessions to improve themselves, to
acquire knowledge to share in their local schools,
to learn how to apply new student-centered
teaching methods, is something that we always
remember under the blue sky memories of
Mongolia.

Fig.4 The team saluting with a wonderful Mongolian

teacher (Jargalant soum, Bayankhongor aimag)

( D1, Department of International Development
Engineering, Graduate School of Science
and Engineering,

“Professor, Department of International
Development Engineering, Graduate
School of Science and Engineering,
Professor, Global Scientific Information

Kk

and Computing Center)
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