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INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS’
SPRING 2008 WELCOME PARTY
"A Beginning to Remember”

George William Hong*, Denton He**, Yuriko Sato***
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An International Welcome

Spring was indeed true to its promise as the
Ookayama Campus found more than just flowers
blossoming in the air on May 14, 2008. Shortly after
the golden week, the New International Students
Welcome Party exploded with singing and dancing to
celebrate both the new and old friendships of the stu-
dents in the university. Prof. Kenichi Iga, the
President of Tokyo Tech hosted this welcome party
for the 1,093 International students coming from 78
different countries all over the world.

The cafeteria was packed with the great atten-
dance as if it were the last train from Shibuya; but
this only made the evening sweeter and one to be
remembered by. The Tokyo Tech International
Students Association (TISA) was glad to prepare the
evening’s program as volunteers from the different
nations of all talents and sorts, who were eager to
give their share of excitement to the world. This was
one moment where the world stopped, got together,
and shared smiles and laughter to celebrate a new
beginning and continuing friendship. This was a world
gathering. This was “The World Show”...
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The WORLD SHOW...

“Truly International”

A Presidential Welcome

Prof. Kenichi Iga, President of Tokyo Tech, warm-
ly welcomed the new students with a speech of
encouragement. The president emphasised the fos-
tering of international cooperation. He also took the
opportunity to extend his condolences for the recent
tragedies in China and Myanmar. Dr. Hidekazu
Izunome, an executive of Kurumai Kogyokai (the
alumni association of Tokyo Tech), made an inspir-
ing speech and Prof. Masaaki Okuma, the new
director of the International Student Center, made
the opening toast.

|_=
Cheers to a Grand Feast

Right after raising glasses for a merry toast, every-
one indulged in several rounds of world-class cuisines
and international chit-chat. This was the moment all
were waiting for, a chance to fill the body and soul
with new energy and excitement. As sharing of cul-
tures and experiences would be the theme for the
night, singing and dancing could not be missed. The
Tokyo Tech International Students Association (TISA)
prepared the evening’s program which was a very
international blend of heart-warming and exhilarating
display of talents. The audience cheered on as they
watched “The World Show.”

i

:

ACT 1 The Opening Kick

The program opened with a bat-breaking per-
formance by a Japanese Karate Expert, Mr. Takaaki
Kato. This may well replace the traditional ribbon-
cutting to open ceremonies.

'.
ACT 2 Welco

me to Beijing

Excitement was in the air as a jubilant Chinese
group sang and welcomed everyone to the Beijing
2008 Olympics. The world awaits for this interna-
tional event.

ACT 3 WAPTYKY Choral Performance

The Waptyky, a Japanese mixed-voice choral
group sang traditional English folk songs in perfect
harmony and accent. This was an affectionate ges-
ture symbolizing Japan’s acceptance of international
culture.
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The WORLD SHOW continues...

“"Singing and Dancing... Beauty and Acting?”

ACT 4 YSEP - Our Year in Tokyo

There are many new things and experiences one
can find in a new world. YSEP students were eager
to share their enjoyments in Japan with the audi-
ence through an energetic comical skit of all sorts of
sounds and scenes. An unusual toilet seat, tango in
the train, and notorious lab life are all part of a
great adventure for these students of the world.
The international group ended their acting bonanza
with a groovy dance number which summed up
their stay in Japan, pure Fun!

ACT 5 Filipino Courtship Dances

The group from the Philippines also enjoyed their
evening with the audience as they danced a jolly
tune of love and friendship. They danced traditional
courtship dances which featured a risky dance on a
bench which thrilled the crowd. These times are
definitely good times to enjoy and share one’s own
culture with the world.

ACT 6 Indian Festival Dance

Karwa-chauth is an Indian ceremonial dance.
Hindu women wish blessings and prosperity
through this dance. Ms. Ankita Dadhich surely
danced to wish everyone well.

FINAL ACT World Fashion Show

The world show finally ended with a divergence of
cultures and colours as the international fashion
show models ramped through the excited and gig-
gly crowd. Our ambassadors from China, Indonesia,
Vietnam, Japan, and the Philippines took the crowd
on a short tour around the world to see the inter-
esting beauties which were hidden in Tokyo Tech.
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In the Mix with the Internationals
"Who were in the Party Crowd?”

First to drink was Big Bear!

Prof. Masaaki Okuma, or Big Bear, is our New
Director for the (ISC) International Students
Center. Very sporty and young spirited, this profes-
sor, despite setting up the kampai for the party,
ironically does not like alcohol! He just loves meet-
ing internationals as his life-long dream is to count
all the people he has met in person. Be part of his
list as our new ISC director welcomes all to a great
study in Tokyo Tech.

Did you know?

*That one dancer for the Philippine dance wasn't a
Filipino?

*That Nguyen “Win,” after 8 months in Japan,
finally met for the first time her Vietnamese

friends as a group.

* That the President of Tokyo Tech invented a semi-
conductor laser that is used for all laser mouse
devices. This was in the last half of his speech which
he cut short to make more time for the party.

The YSEP Crew

The evening would not have been such an excite-
ment without the YSEP skit and dance! Get to know
some of the crew members that made it happen:
Chris, “taking the toilet seat”, randomly rides the
train when lonely; Emre, the superman, is a D]
from Turkey; Kula likes to dress up and draw;
Audun can't live without PS3; Hai is really a dance
king from Vietnam; Chin is just 20 years old; Viktor,
sound effects guy, likes climbing; and Denton, man
from down under, likes to take over the world
someday. He admits that they did overexagerate
the skits a little bit but also believes that someday
they might come true. YSEP group was all out dur-
ing this party and the whole world thanks them for
their invaluable contribution to the world’s imagina-
tion.

Thank You for smiling with us!
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Thank You Everyone

VOLUNTEERS FOR THE EVENING:

Secretariat
Yuriko SATO (Prof. of ISC)
Mistugu Arai (ISD)

Kenichi Shimozono (ISD)

Coordinators
William Hong (Philippines)
Le Hieu Hanh (Vietnam)
Wang Bin (China)

Teddy Ardiansyah (Indonesia)
Akihiro Kasahara (Japan)
Emre Imer (Turkey)

Ryo (Japan)

Musa Ahmed (Sudan)

Jab Wattanakul (Thailand)
Sawannee (Thailand)

Stefan Taal (Netherlands)

MCs
Lyta (Indonesia)

Akihiro Kasahara (Japan)

DJ
Emre Imer (Turkey)

Jab Wattanakul (Thailand)

Program Opening
William Hong (Philippines)

A Karate Performance
Takaaki Kato (Japan)

Welcome to Beijing
Ba Tianxing (China)

Zhao Hongshan (China)
Shao Yan (China)

Su Li (China)

Fan Zhishi (China)
Tang Shouliang (China)
He Liang (China)

Jia Peng (China)

Wang Bin (China)

Chorus performance by WaptyKY
Morii Yasushi (Japan)
Ueno Yuto (Japan)

Kikuchi Taiga (Japan)
Nishiyama Daishi (Japan)
Omote Toko (Japan)
Yamada Moegi (Japan)
Yamazaki Kyoko (Japan)
Kojima Yumi (Japan)

Our year in Tokyo
Denton He (Australia)
Nguyen Duc Hai (Vietnam)
Audun Torp (Norway)
Powit Rungsangthiwakorn (Thailand)
Christopher Oh (Malaysia)

"We are the World...!”

Kula (China)
Viktor (Sweden) and others...
Filipino Courtship Dance
Maria Carmela Pato (Philippines)
Kathleen Papiona (Philippines)
Phuong Nguyen (Vietnam)
Carl Renan (Philippines)
Bryan Pajarito (Philippines)
Errol Quinay (Philippines)
Terence Tumolva (Philippines)
William Hong (Philippines)
The Karwa-chauth Ceremonial Dance
Ankita Dadhich (India)
Fashion Show
Akane Kubotera (Japan)
Akihito Fujita (Japan)
Shen Qiangian (China)
Zhang Yidi (China)
Yudi Azis (Indonesia)
Racma Syam Marcillia (Indonesia)
Nguyen Toan (Vietnam)
Nguyen Vinh Xuan Thanh (Vietham)
Nguyen thi Thanh Nha (Vietnam)
Donf Xuan Ban (Vietnam)
Oscar Antonio (Philippines)
Maria Carmela Pato (Philippines)

The Welcome Party may have lasted only for a
night. But then the preparation, practice and efforts
given by the host and all the volunteers deserve a
great salute. Great thanks go out to the Presdent of
Tokyo Tech and his office for hosting the grand
feast. The Tokyo Tech International Students
Association (TISA) would also like to thank the vol-
unteers for their support and dedication. The stu-
dent organization greatly appreciates volunterism
and self-service which would be foundations of
character-building for all students. TISA invites
everyone to the upcoming activities; that all may
join, share and show the world what they can do.
Register your names with TISA through
join.tisa@gmail.com; the world awaits for those
willing to learn and share. Cheers to a great party, a
great year, and a great future up ahead! To all,
domo arigato gozaimasu!

( *ERFELEHER BLAFE L1,
**YSEP (Young Scientis Exchange Program)
e, I S A7 AR
RRREEE A Y Ly — R
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