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International Students
Welcome Party Spring 2009'!
"Where FRIENDSHIP blooms”

Chativit Prayoonsri,
Nagisa Ohno

6 H3H (), H—AERICT, 20094 EF
DRFFHEBN—T 4 =B S N E L7z,

ZDANY ME, REOITEDT T, TISA (Tokyo
Tech International Students Association) 2 & - T
W - GEE SN, BRI AEFEDDO, H
B E N2 X—T 1 =0 F L7,

L, AAREZGLETLEFES LW
Barkbwoo, HireKiExrEG L W) /=T
4 —OHBEY, %< DNA DA = EFE 2RO
LWIGE E DRFRICAEZ R E TV E L7,

D%, YUHR=NVAN2 NIZK BN T F 70
F0, 77 ANEHARAND 2 NI K BHEEFED,
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EINZ V= TIC L RIERGDHEE T 7y ay
Ta—=prbh, RELZEY L) 2 REF L7,

The breeze of spring comes with the blossom-
ing of flowers and birth of new life. On 3 of June
2009, new buds of friendship also bloomed like
never before with the warm wind from hearts of
students in Tokyo Tech.

The international student’s welcome party is
held twice a year by Tokyo Tech to welcome and
strengthen the bond among international stu-
dents. This spring semester of 2009, the event
took place at first cafeteria of Ookayama
Campus. All students are welcomed to join, have
delicious international foods and make new
friends. The goals are to establish bond of
friendship among international students and
Japanese students, encourage cultural exchange
and make everyone feel like “home” while stay-
ing in Tokyo Tech.

Opening speech and toast by Prof. Okuma Masaaki

ir
Prof. Okura Ichiro and Dr. Izunome Hidekazu

We are honored by warm opening speech of
Prof. Okuma Masaaki (The Director of Interna-
tional Student Center of Tokyo Tech). After that,
Prof. Okura Ichiro (The Executive Vice President
of Tokyo Tech) and Dr. Izunome Hidekazu (the
Managing Director of Kuramae Kogyokai, the
alumni association of Tokyo Tech) also gave us
magnificent speech on various topics such as
foundation history of Tokyo Tech. Then, Prof.
Okuma Masaaki offered a toast to all students as
a signal to start the welcome party. After the
toast, everyone in the party started tasting vari-
ous dishes while having fun chatting and making
new friends.
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Teachers and students singing together

In addition to friendly talks among the stu-
dents, there were also various remarkable per-
formances organized by international and
Japanese students to entertain and steer up the
atmosphere of the party. After finished having
dinner, the show started with a pair of interna-
tional students from Singapore, LokeQian Li and
Lee Shing Lam (also MC of the party), singing
Japanese song named “Kazamidori”. The singing
was so wonderful even to the ears of native
Japanese audiences. Next, there was a combina-
tion guitar performance by “Dynamic Duo”,
Laurent (French) and Shuuhei (Japanese). Their
languages may be different but they have shown
that language barrier is not high enough to pre-

vent their heart of friendship from reaching each
other through music. The other performance
featured astonishing Juggling show by Kotaro
and Keisuke from Tokyo Tech Juggling Club.

For the second half of the show, the staffs had
to clear the crowd of audiences to provide suffi-
cient space for the upcoming dancing shows.
The series of dancing shows made an awesome
start with Viethamese traditional dance per-
formed by group of young females Giang, Yen
Lan, Ngoc Linh, Mai Phoung and Trang. The
dance was accompanied by charming Vietname-
se song with the name of “Watchingthe Stars”.
The rare sight of traditional dance intrigued
everyone until the end. After that, there was
special dance performed by members of TISA
(Tokyo Tech International Student Association).
The rhythm of music matched with the dance
ignited the fire of rapture inside every soul in the
party. Last but not least, we also have fashion
show starred by Chinese students accompanied
with Chinese Koto music played by YingYing. The
show was so great that it drew the sight of
everyone to the catwalk and capturedflash of
cameras from all over the place.

The delightful evening has ended but for some
who seemed not to satisfy just yet, there was an
aftermath. The second party was held by TISA
for ones who want more of amusement. Though
the party may have ended but the formed
friendship and bond shall live forever. Thank you
all of the staffs and coordinators for making this
event become the unforgettable memory.

Be member of TISA, receive information of
future events and get more friends!
Send your mail to join.tisa@gmail.com

We would like to heartily thank all of the vol-
unteers who contributed to this fantastic
evening.

(R 22 A AR
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Rob Fischer**

Several Sparks from the Mid West of the US

Art theory is for the artist what ornithology is
for the birds.

(Barnett Newman, and since then, many oth-
ers:-)

I was fortunate to be able to lead a workshop
at the Tokyo Institute of Technology during the
month of May with a number of students whose
work surprised me in its diversity and quality.

In this class I wanted to explore the relation-
ship between two related themes as a founda-
tion for the students making their artworks. The
themes were: (1) meaning and metaphor in
common, everyday objects and images and how
it is used in art, and (2) the landscape and the
outdoors: the idea of travel, space, freedom; the
sense of experience of a place compared with
observance of the place.

While my own artistic practice includes the
diversity of sculpture, drawing, video, printing
making and photography, it was photography
that I chose for this workshop in that it is quick,
inexpensive, and easy to use. It allowed stu-
dents to produce pieces and print them quickly,
it gave us time to discuss the output and contin-
ue on with more developed ideas by the next
time we met.

As a means of understanding art as a
metaphorical and meaningful visual exploration,
we looked at and discussed some relevant art
history including photographers, sculptors,
painters, and poets.

There was a child who went forth every day,
And the first object he look’d upon, that object
he became,

And that object became a part of him for the day
or a certain part of the day,

Or for many years or stretching cycles of years.
Walt Whitman

As a child we know how to see: taking in visu-
al and other sensory clues, we assemble images
into meanings as we grow to understand our
world. Children play roles: becoming one with
the stick pushing dirt; becoming the teacher in a
game of school. They watch how things move,
how they sound, how they feel, as they learn
about our world.

We have a particular approach to the world as
children, and an aspect of this way of looking
and learning we call play. And you don't have to
look far to find many examples equating art and
play. In his book Homo Ludens, John Huizinga
proposes the possibility that who we are as a
species is so defined by play that our species
name should reflect that (ludens being Latin for
play). For adults, play is often regarded as sim-
ply fun but of no real importance, but for the
child as well as for the artist (as well as anyone
else with a sensitive awareness of their intuitive
process) it is a very serious matter, as it is the
means by which the world is understood.
Eventually as we become older this perceptual,
intuitive way of understanding our world often
fades, to take a back seat in our random and
fluctuating lives (rational and literal lives).

The visual elements of our world are still full of
meaning. But while they are deeply understood
they are not often explored or acknowledged.
Art making is a means of exploring and extract-
ing these meanings from the perceptual world
that surrounds us, recombines elements to
express ourselves, discover existing meanings
and create new ones. It can be equal parts or
varying degrees personal, social and political;
expressive, clear or confused, but it is always
specific, because it is through the particulars
that we find the universals. According to Dieter
Roth, an artist we examined in the workshop
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whose work involves archiving huge parts of his
life into slide files, folders and photosleeve
books, art is “a means to illuminate the myster-
ies of life.”

Prior to the start of the workshop I had given
a presentation of my work at Art at Tokyo Tech
on 7% of May. Much of the visual imagery in my
own work is from the Midwest region of the
United States, on the edge of the prairie that
extends off to create the American west, both its
reality and its myth. And there is a lot of myth.
There is the mythology of the cowboys, the
explorers, gold seekers, and overland migrants.
But there is the even more interesting myth,
that which we still believe and live by. It started
in a hopeful time of prosperity in the second half
of the twentieth century and remains with us
now, although I would say that it is starting to
wear thin and fade. We are beginning to see
through what likely was an intentional and self-
serving delusion about the hugeness of our land,
of our wealth, of our dominion over the natural
world. We can no longer drift at 70 miles an
hour in cars the size of houses on seats the size
of couches, for unending miles of road with no
consequences. This expanse of space has
become inhabited and the natural world has got-
ten weary of us.

But this expanse of space has had a profound
effect on many artists work, including my own,
and so this region is where the lecture also
began.

Contemporary art lives largely in its own
world, and I would guess that most readers of
this are unfamiliar with many of the artworks
considered the most significant of the previous
century. It is isolated from exposure to most
people unless the image is later borrowed for
use in advertising. Or, in the case of Richard
Prince, just the opposite. Prince is an artist who
exemplifies this American spirit (he even titled

his show “Amer-ican Spirit”) The already famous
Marlboro Man cigarette ads of the cowboy on his
horse was directly rephotographed by Prince and
presented as his own work, in a case of meaning
upon meaning upon meaning, all while evoking
the spirit of the myth (or the myth of the spirit)
of the cowboy. His exploration is not limited to
photography, though. He also makes sculptures.
Including one that consisted of the body of a
70’s muscle car, its doors removed and paint
sanded off, with its front end entirely embedded
in a large block. (Or its back end protruding from
a large block, depending on how you want to
look at it). You could say that the resulting set of
questions that this piece poses could frame an
entire vision of what constitutes America in the
late 20" century.

The combination of these very simple parts
contribute to a very complex visual image,
extraordinarily similar to how it also works here:

Old pond
Frog jumps in
Sound of water

Of the many photographers we looked at dur-
ing the workshop, most of the work was from
the 70’s and 80’s, a time when photography as
an art form began to gain more credence. And
most of the work that I showed exhibited a
sense of distance from the subjects, uncertain
observers of situations rather than participants
in them; situations often as mundane as a table-
top with breakfast on it or a car in front of a
house. But it may be William Eggelston’s images
of the suburban American “west” that were most
important to me. In his use of perspective and
angle of shots, he often gave more insight into
his own feelings about the subject. For example,
an image of a tricycle in front of a suburban
home, shot from such a low angle and so close
to the tricycle as to make it appear epic in front
of the house. These images served as great
examples for the students as we took a day trip
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to the coast, as an opportunity to photograph a
range from urban to rural.

Another artist whose work proved significant
to our workshop is Gerhard Richter. He has
allowed himself a breadth of styles and methods
that few contemporary artists match, ranging
from abstract painting to photorealist painting to
photography, all concurrently. And one of his
most relevant works for the class was his photo
book titled Atlas. It is a collection of images that
individually would be insignificant, but in series
they take on meaning. His book consists of
many years of snapshots of everything from
clouds from the airplane window, landscapes
from above to buildings from below. Thousands
of images compiled into a book that seems to
hint at the vastness, beauty, and mystery of our
world. As a way of discovering the meaning in
our surroundings and in the photographs we are
drawn to take, one of the projects that we did
involved doing several shots of the same sub-
ject. It was through this repetition that the
inherent meaning became apparent. And it gave
us a foundation to use to discuss technical issues
in photography.

In a short workshop like this, too much atten-
tion paid to technical issues could be at the
expense of discussing other ideas in the work.
But, to the extent that the technical issues are
meaningful, they are important to discuss. As
Hiroshi Sugimoto said in a conversation with
Martin Herbert, “Developing a lowquality aes-
thetic is a sign of serious fine art.” But why do
people believe this and what is it about the low
quality aesthetic that creates this sense? And
how do you achieve it? Certainly not by taking
bad photographs, although that is what many
good photographers with a bad aesthetic would
tell you. The ‘bad’ quailties - for example, flash
hotspots, compositions that slightly ‘miss’ the
subject, and so on, are meaningful, they tell part
of the story. Through making art, people have
come to notice that these aspects actually did

mean something. So they used this.

Often this happens as one new generation of
artists comes to replace the previous. Things
taken for granted by the previous are noticed by
the new. People discover meanings where they
already existed and draw them out in new works
and new ways. What we may have known about
our world intuitively is extracted and explored
and eventually becomes a part of who we are as
a culture.

I want to thank Professor Noboru Hidano for
running such a wonderful program and for invit-
ing me to be a part of it. In New York I am most
often surrounded by artists and most of the
teaching I have done has been with artists. It
has been enlightening to work with a group of
students whose various backgrounds are differ-
ent from what I am used to, yet all of who were

able to make very interesting artworks in a very
short period of time. I hope this experience has
been as enlightening for them as it was for me.

( *HERBTERER 8%,
IR S QR S B
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IRELAND COMES TO TOKYO TECH

Roger Pulvers
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For a week-Irish Week-the CSWC held a
series of events celebrating Irish culture, past
and present. This apparently was the largest
single celebration of Irish culture ever held
anywhere in Japan.

One of the goals of the Center is to bring
aspects of cultures of the world to the campus
that would not otherwise have appeared here.
Japan and Ireland, two island countries on the
edges of continents, have not had long-stand-
ing cultural ties. And yet, it is this very fact of
being exotic or unfamiliar that can attract peo-
ple to their respective cultures and traditions.

By bringing a little part of Ireland to Japan,
we hoped to stimulate the imagination of those
Japanese people who would come to these
events. As it turned out, we had an impressive
audience for all events, beginning on Tuesday
9 June with Taka Hayashi and his troupe’s per-
formance of Irish dance. The Digital Hall in the
West 9 Building was full to capacity, as was
the Collaboration Room in the building, to
which we had a digital link-up.

The second event was a series of talks, read-
ings and performances (music and drama),
taking place during the afternoon and early
evening of Saturday 13 June. The highlights of
the day were the concert on three Irish harps
by harper Kikuchi Keiko, the performance by
actor Duncan Hamilton of excerpts from five
Irish plays, and a speech about Irish literature

by poet Joseph Woods.

After the event, a reception was held at the
Center for participants, guests and people
attached to the Center. Vice President Okura of
Tokyo Tech gave a moving speech there about
the significance of the Center for life at the
university.

The next Monday, 15 June, Irish short films
were shown with Japanese subtitles, followed
by a lively discussion about contemporary
Ireland by Joseph Woods and fellow poet
Andrew Fitzsimons. The final day of Irish Week
saw a rousing evening of Irish music presented
by Isao and Masako Moriyasu, renowned pro-
ponents of the genre.

We are now into our fourth year at the
CSWC. We are still far from attaining our goal
of stretching the horizons and bringing them
here to our students, to our teachers and staff
at Tokyo Tech, and to all who visit here. We

[PA4YUwa4>R] Taka Hayashi chES I H—
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want to envelop the entire world and haul it
onto our campus so that those who come into
contact with the Center will have their views
broadened and their vision enhanced forever.

The Japanese woodblock artist Fujimaki
Yoshio wrote, as long ago as 1935, “Live your
era, Surmount your era! ” ([BXz4Ex &£, B
EHBzL! D).

No words could be more fitting to describe
what we at the CSWC are striving-and will
always strive-to live up to.

Head, Center for the Study of World
Civilizations
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