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A Study of Saul Bellow’s Mz Sammler’s Planet

Kobe Haruki

Abstract

Apollo 11 landed on the moon on July 20, 1969, which was a monumental event in
the twentieth century. All people in the world were talking about the moon and the other
planets. In1970 Saul Bellow, one of the greatest American writers, showed a significant
reaction to it and published Mr. Sammler's Planet.

This novel is considered a history and a prophecy, and called a nonfiction
philosophical novel. The themes of this work are the madness of man and the corruption
of our civilization. I'd like to concentrate on these themes and examine the significance
of this work.

Mr. Sammler, the main character, having survived being buried alive in a Nazi
concentration camp in Poland during World War II, is living in New York. He suffered
from the historical tragedies in Europe and now is exposed to the crime and violence in
New York. He recognizes the importance of the balance of religion and science.
Furthermore, he is awakened to religious mind learned from Eckhart.
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It was the Sammlers who kept on vainly trying to perform some kind of
symbolic task. The main result of which was unrest, exposure to trouble. Mr.
Sammler had a symbolic character. He, personally, was a symbol. His friends and
family had made him a judge and a priest. And of what was he a symbol? He did-
n’t even know. (p.91) *
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“Blessed are the poor in spirit. Poor is he who has nothing. He who is poor in
spirit is receptive of all spirit. Now God is the Spirit of spirits. The fruit of the spirit
is love, joy, and peace.” (p.253)
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Well, Elya was gone. He (Sammler) was deprived of one more thing, stripped

of one more creature. One more reason to live trickled out. (p.312)
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