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Polish Romanticism: Reconsideration

Tsuchiya Naoto

Abstract

In this rather small article, I would like to reconsider Polish Romanticism as a
whole from the point of view of a foreign scholar. Unlike in Japan, Romanticism in
Poland has a lot of interesting national characteristics, which, I would like to think, are
still living in modern Polish minds.

Having been partitioned three times for more than a century, the Polish Nation
gathered together all the more strongly for its loss, and the Poles focused their energy
on their reunion. Accordingly, along with the passion and will for independence, the
center of the Polish soul contains, first, a keen sense of nationalism, and second,
mesianism (Poland=Christ). These kinds of sensibilities definitively determined the
Polish national character, their literature and culture in the Age of Romanticism.
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