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Lessons from the Disaster of the Russian Nuclear Submarine, KURSK
: from the viewpoints of Norway

Ikegami Keisuke

Abstract

The Russian nuclear submarine, Kursk, sank during an exercise in Barents
Sea on August 12,2000, killing all 118 crew members on board. The Russian
government and Navy exposed its inability for the crisis management through its
handling of the disaster. The delay of the announcement of the accident, the
confusion of the information on the crews lives and the cause of the accident, and
the hesitation of the request for the international rescue operations led to the
total loss of the crew members.

On the contrary, the reaction of the Norwegian government was very rapid
and effective. The Norwegian people felt not only sympathy for the tragedy, but
also very much concerned about radioactivity from the reactor of Kursk.
Therefore some Norwegian deep-sea divers from the private company joined in
the operations for the rescuing the crew, retrieving the bodies, and salvaging
Kursk on the request from the government. Both national and private research
institutes are now monitoring the leakage of radioactivity in Barents sea.
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