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Images of the Mentally Retarded and
Factors to Define Them

Matsumura Takao and Yokokawa Gouki*

Abstract

Past studies showed that deliberate analysis of the images of the mentally
retarded is important to promote their welfare effectively. This study investi-
gates the results of measuring the mentally retarded images by using SD scale
obtaining twenty headings. The results show that the image toward the mentally
retarded was generally negative. The finding indicates that there are five initial
factors for the attitude toward the mentally retarded ; Evaluation, Familiarity,
Character Image, Mentally Distance, and Feeling of Sympathy. It also shows
that active efforts to obtain information, active involvement and consciousness
with the mentally retarded strongly influence people to have positive images
toward the mentally retarded, on the contrary, passive attitude in obtaining
information shall lead the negative image toward the mentally retarded.
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