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US plankton ecologist adrift in Japan : a grateful retrospective.

Jim Elser

I sit in here at my computer in my corner of the Frontiers House at the CER, with a few hours
left on my final day and a little time to contemplate the past several months | have shared with
you, my associates at the CER. What a wonderful four months it's been for me and my family.

How can | start this brief reprise of a very active 4-month stay?
I can start in no other place than with mention of my colleague and now my friend, Jotaro Urabe,
with whom | have shared many meals, many exciting conversations, and many amazing excursions
during this visit. It would be difficult to imagine a more perfect host, who provided me with just
the right mix of attention and privacy during my workdays here at the Center.
We had so many fast-paced conversations over lunch at Kuppers Kolsch that my only regret is that
we so often forgot to bring a pen to sketch our ideas on a napkin that I am afraid some good and
crazy ideas may be lost forever. | am sure that other members of the CER recognize what a
valuable colleague they have in Jotaro Urabe, one of the most innovative limnologists | have met
and one whose international reputation is already considerable and rising rapidly. I will miss
Jotaro quite a bit but find consolation in the possibility that our relationship is just beginning,
provided that US and Japanese science agencies cooperate by funding our proposal for joint
studies!

Other intellectual and professional highlights from the past four months are almost too
numerous to summarize. Fascinating conversations with Dr. Abe about termite ecology,
participating in the exciting "Frontiers in Community Ecology” session organized by Jotaro at the
JES meeting, developing new ideas for theoretical work with Dr. Higashi and Dr. Yomamura,
discussing “English for Science” (as well as differences between drinking styles of Japanese and
Americans) with CER graduate students, visiting Hokkaido University for seminars, spending a
wet but wonderful weekend inspecting the “ambitious” ecosystem experiments at Tomakomai
Research Forest, exchanging ideas about Lake Biwa ecosystem dynamics with Dr. Kumagai and
colleagues all of these and more were among the stimulating experiences | enjoyed during my visit.
I am happy to say that, while I accomplished a lot of writing and analysis while here, I am leaving
with more unfinished studies, papers, and plans than | arrived with. This is a sign of a productive
visit!



Of course my four months has not been entirely consumed with scientific pursuits and | have
very much enjoyed the chance to share the wonders of Japanese culture, history, and countryside
with my wife and two small boys. Anyone who has a family will understand when | say that what |
am most grateful for is not necessarily the considerable hospitality you, my Japanese hosts, have
extended to me personally but instead the wonderful way you have made my wife and family feel
comfortable and welcome during our visit. My wife Monica and my boys have all had a wonderful
time here.

In fact, our five-year old boy recently announced his plan to bring his children to Japan to stay in
the Lune-Otsu apartments when he grows up. We have seen many wonderful things in Japan,
from the mysterious statues of Sanjusangen-do on the day of the January archery contest to the
crazy fun of the Print Club machines, from huddled snow monkeys at Arashiyama to the spectacle
of the Boys Kabuki Festival at Nagahama. We didn't know we would find when we came to Japan.
What we found were complex mixtures: the ancient and beautiful with the modern and ugly; quiet
and peaceful with overcrowded and hectic. It would take far more than four months to even begin
to come to terms with this fascinating diversity. We were thrilled with our first attempts to do so.

So, it is with the usual mixture of regret and anticipation that | leave the CER, Otsu, and
beautiful Lake Biwa. | thank Dr. Wada for kindly agreeing to my visit and indeed all the CER
members | have had a chance to meet. | am hopeful that we will meet again. | ask that you allow
me to return some of your considerable hospitality should any of you have the chance to visit my
part of the U.S., beautiful desert Arizona.

Best wishes,

Jim Elser, Associate Professor

Department of Zoology

Arizona State University

j.elser@asu.edu

WWW: http://129.219.45.130/ELSER/cv.html
http://lsvl.la.asu.edu/zoology/faculty/elser.html
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Three weeks at the Center for Ecological Research.

Harvey Hendryson Kabwazi

I visited Japan for 4 weeks under the sponsorship of Japan International Corporation Agency
(JICA) in March to April 1997. The purpose of the trip was to visit some Japanese
Institutions/laboratories that are engaged in research in fish biology.

During my 4 week stay in Japan, | spent three weeks at the Center for Ecological Research at
Otsu in Shiga Prefecture and Dr. Masahide Yuma was my host. From CER, | side trips to Fukui
Prefecture (where a visited the laboratory of Mutsumi Nishida in the Department of Marine
Bioscience), Lake Biwa Museum and Kochi University.

| attended a lecture on Lake Biwa Wetland- “a historical Perspective” by Yukiko Kada at the
Lake Biwa Museum. | also gave a lecture on “The Impact of Development on Lake Resources in
Malawi” at the Museum and another lecture on “Threats to Fish Diversity in Lake Malawi” at
Kyoto University.
The discussions that followed these presentations were not only enjoyed and stimulating, but also
showed that Malawi-ko and Biwa-ko have a lot in common and that Malawi can learn a lot from
the problems that Lake Biwa went through and how these were over came.



During my stay Japan, | was also briefed on the impressive ecological studies that were carried
out on Lake Tanganyika by Japanese researchers in collaboration with Tanzania, Zairian and
Zambian researchers.

Discussions were heard with Dr. Masahide Yuma, Professor Hiroya Kawanabe (Director General of
Lake Biwa Museum), Dr. Yukiko Kada (Lake Biwa Museum) , Professor Mutsumi Nishida and Dr.
Tetsu Sato (Minami-lzi Ecology Laboratory) on proposed joint/collaborative research project on
‘The Ecology of the Fishes of Lake Malawi’ following the philosophy of the Lake Tanganyika
Project on “Ecological and Limnological study on Lake Tanganyika and its adjacent Regions”. A
brief Report entitle“Proposed joint Malawi-Japan research study on the ecology of Lake Malawi
fishes for sustainable utilization”has been prepared and published in ‘Ecological factors promoting
biodiversity in Lakes Biwa, Baikal, Tanganyika and Malawi (edited by M. Yuma and H.
Kawanabe)'. A project proposal has since been submitted to JICA and the Ministry of education
and Culture in Japan for possible funding of the project. It is hoped that such a study would
provide detailed information for comparing the two ancient lakes (Malawi and Tanganyika).

I had informal, but very interesting, academic discussions with graduate students of Kyoto
University who were being supervised by Yukiko Kada of Lake Biwa Museum, Mutsumi Nishida of
Fukuyi University and Masahide Yuma (my host) From these discussions, | also learnt a great
deal about marine ecosystem with which I have no experience. It is my impression that Japanese
Universities have strong postgraduate programs comparable to those of western Universities (well
at least University of Cambridge in the United Kingdom). It is a direction which the University of
Malawi should hopefully take funds permitting.

I hope I will have the opportunity to revisit the Center in the near future (hopefully with my
family this time). Language was a problem especially when discussing with the students, but there
was always a way to pass the message. | believe that had | been able a reasonable speaker of the
Japanese language, | would have gathered more academic and cultural catches than | did.

My sincere thanks to the director of the Center Professor Wada and all staff for making may stay
comfortable. Special thanks to Dr. Masahide Yuma for being such a good host. | also would like to
thank JICA for affording me the opportunity to visit the Center.

Harvey Hendryson Kabwazi
Head of Department of Biology
University of Malawi
Chancellor College

P.O. Box 280

Zomba
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e 8 10 31 (International Field Biology Course in Western Pacific
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o 11 7 9 International Symposium "Biodiversity and Ecological Complexity"
(Kyoto, Japan)

e 11 10 12 International Symposium "Biodiversity and Dynamics of Forest

Ecosystems in Western Pacific and Asia" (Kyoto, Japan)

e 11 14 16 DIWPA Second Symposium "Monitoring and inventorying of
biodiversity in Western Pacific and Asia" (Taipei)

e 11 16 22 Third Asia-Pacific Conference of Entomology. (Taichung)

e 11 17 21 26th General Assembly and Symposium of IUBS, "Frontiers in
Biology: The Challenges of Biodiversity, Biotechnology and Sustainable Agriculture"

(Taipei)

o 12
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1997

e 7 13 19 Pacific Science Intercongress (Suva, Fiji Islands)

e 7 20 25 International Symposium on a New Strategy for Water Environmental
Research. (Wuxi-Nanjing, China)

e« 9 1 3 62

e 9 16 19 Fifth Symposium on the Biogeochemistry of Wetlands. (Royal Holloway
University of London, UK)
e 10 24 26 18
URLhttp://www.ii-okinawa.or.jp/people/moriya/index-j.htm

1998

e 2 2 7 Fourth IOC-WESTPAC International Scientific Symposium, "Role of Ocean
Sciences for Sustainable Development” (Okinawa, Japan)
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