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Report on Dr David Bowman's activities and impression
during his visiting professorship at the Centre for
Ecological Research at Kyoto University

Introduction

During the first three months of 2001 I took a leave of
absence from post as Principal Research Fellow at the
Northern Territory University, Darwin, Australia, to take up a
visiting professorship at CER, Kyoto University. Despite the
strength of economic linkages between the two nations I, like
most Australians, had a remarkably limited appreciation of
Japan in general and | was equally ignorant of progress and
trends in Japanese ecology. Indeed, since the 1980s | had
often wondered about Japanese forest ecology. This interest
was stimulated because my PhD project was to develop a
ecological based silviculture system to enable the intensive
exploitation for the tall Eucalyptus delegatensis forests in the
central mountains for Tasmania which where being converted
into woodchips and exported to Japan. For all of the above
reasons | was thrilled to have been offered this wonderful
opportunity which meant I could learn first hand about Japan.

Accomplishments

I have had an extremely happy and productive time at the
CER. | have been able to achieve all the tasks that | set
myself. Specifically | have:

O Written a 10,000 word article for Journal of Biogeography
on the role of the emerging field of ‘environmental history'
in the management of biodiversity

O Developed and wrote a major research proposal concerning
the use of aerial photography in detecting medium-term
landscape change throughout the Australian monsoon
tropics

O Developed a collaborative project with Professor Yuji Isagi,
Faculty of Integrated Arts & Sciences Hiroshima
University, to undertake a DNA analysis of the north
Australian native bamboo species Bambusa arnhemicus

O Presented six seminars at CER on various aspects of my
Australian research program and one seminar at Hiroshima
University

O Undertook three field trips within Japan to observe various
different forest ecosystems

O Wrote one book review, peer reviewed three scientific
manuscripts and examined one masters thesis

O Regularly interacted with the students and commented on
some of their manuscripts

O Interacted with several of the professors within the centre

O Continued my administrative duties back in Australia.
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Reflections
I have been really impressed by the CER and believe it can

become a very significant "hub' in the global ecological
community and particularly in the Asian-Pacific region. The
research being conducted is world-class and the students are
of a very high calibre. Visiting scholars, like myself, are
provided with a first class research environment for writing
and analysing data. In this context | am very grateful to the
staff of the library who were able to obtain a diverse range of
literature for me at short notice. | suspect that if the possibility
of visiting the CER was more widely known then there would
be many scholars from around the world who would be very
keen take up this opportunity.

From an Australian perspective | think there are
tremendous potential for collaborative research with the CER,
especially in the vast and little cleared savanna landscapes of
Australian monsoon tropics where there are unparalleled
opportunities to undertake landscape-scale studies. | believe
landscape-scale studies are critical to develop sustainable land
management practices. Landscape ecology is a rapidly
developing area in ecology, largely due to the widespread
availability of Geographic Information Systems technologies.

Professor Nakashizuka asked me to make some suggestions
how things could be improved at the CER. Below | have tried
to identify some issues that the CER might wish to consider,
but of course, these issues may in fact reflect my failure to
appreciate the actual situation given that I can only read and
speak English. Furthermore, | appreciate that the CER has
experienced a number of tragic events in the recent past that
has made the normal functioning of the centre impossible.

O My impression is that the professors at the CER are
extraordinary busy, with a large amount of their time taken
up with administrative duties. This is unfortunate as it limits
the capacity of staff to freely interact with each other and

with students and visitors. Formal and informal interactions
are, | suspect, one of the great potential strengths of an
institution such as the CER.

O I was unsure of how the various research programs fitted
together and what were the longer-term goals of these
research programs. The production of some papers
reviewing the 'state-of-play’ of the research questions being
addressed in the CER and published in journal like Trends
and Ecology and Evolution could help define and advertise
the mission of the CER to the global ecological research
community. Perhaps this is already the case and my
ignorance merely reflects the narrowness of my own
reading. | appreciate that such reviews take time to prepare
and are difficult to write, even if English is your native
language. Visiting scholars could contribute to the
production of such review articles in order to provide an
international perspective. The 'language barrier' is a critical
issue because English-speaking ecologists only see (and
hear) a fraction of the excellent Japanese ecological
research effort and therefore don't have a complete
understanding of the intellectual context of the various
research programs.

Conclusion

I have had a wonderfully productive time at the CER. | am
indebted to the hospitality and at the generosity of the staff
and students who made my visit so enjoyable. | hope that
some of the links I have developed will develop into
collaborative projects so that Australian and Japanese
ecologists can learn from each other and develop
relationships, which, with a few notable exceptions have
unfortunately have been lacking. Thank you!
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