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Report on Fereidoun Rassoulzadegan's activities and impression
during his visiting professorship
at the Centre for Ecological Research at Kyoto University

Fereidoun Rassoulzadegan

During the period from 15 April to 15 July, | took a leave of
absence from post as full CNRS' Research Professor at the
"Laboratoire d'Oceanography de Villefranche (LOV)",
Universite Pierre & Marie Curie (Paris VI) to take up a
visiting professorship at CER, Kyoto University. In contrast to
the statement of some of my predecessors visiting here, | was
very well aware of the Japanese research achievement and
excellence in our field of aquatic science (limnology,
oceanography and ecology). It significantly contributed to our
present understanding in the field. This is the reason when
Professor Toshi Nagata kindly informed me about this
opportunity, | immediately accepted with pleasure and deep
interest to come. | am an oceanographer with research
focussed on aquatic microbial ecology. The outstanding
contribution of Nagata to microbial ecology made CER for me
an ideal place to work.

In the beginning of my arrival, | believed not to be able to
remain here because of a painful lesion of my left knee.
Useless to say what was my disappointment to may have, to
return to France! Thanks to the kind willing of Professor
Nagata, at the hospital located close to the centre, | was
reassured to be able to work here.

My three months stay were for me a rich experience. | have
been enjoying both working atmosphere and the wonderful
socio-cultural ambiance. The hospitality | experienced here
from both members of CER and people outside was
memorable.

Socially:

At the institute, the Makino's Monday "coffee shop" provided
me the opportunity to meet some of, other-than aquatic
microbial ecology, scientific staff members, with whom | had
nice exchanges and conversations. | appreciated also few
social events, outside of CER, with some of nice and willing
staff members.

At home by being living nearby the JR station in Seta the
possibility to go anytime to such a beautiful city that is Kyoto
largely repaired the "Pachinko™ atmosphere in my street! |
visited several magnificent shrines and beautiful Japanese
gardens around Kyoto area, without forgetting the three trips
to the philosophers' path...

-15-

Professionally (for essential):

O I enjoyed rich communications with Professor Nagata and
his students.
O | finished two scientific papers with my post-doc Xavier
Mari:
_ Role of TEP on the microbial food web structure: I.
Grazing behaviour of a bacterivorous pelagic ciliate
_ Role of TEP on the microbial food web structure: Il.
Induction of a ciliate species succession during an
eutrophication mesocosm experiment
O I delivered 4 seminars at different Japanese universities :
_ CER : Complexity of marine microbial food webs -
General
_ University of Shizuoka: Complexity of marine
microbial food webs - Bacteria and micro-
heterotrophic production
_ Soka University: Complexity of marine microbial food
webs - phytoplankton and primary production
_ University of Sendai: Complexity of marine microbial
food webs - Protozoan and top-down control

O As for my duties of editor, | processed 12 manuscripts
submitted to my Journals : Aquatic Microbial Ecology and
Marine Ecology Progress Series.

O | finalized the final report for my EU 5" PCRDT contract :
CYCLOPS "Cycling of phosphorus in Mediterranean Sea".
O | worked on the preparation of our book: "Biological
Oceanography Process Studies"”, Elsevier (in preparation).

O | reviewed several papers in our field...

In Conclusion, this stay was for me a wonderful experience. It
was productive in many aspects. It was rich instructive in
socio-cultural aspects. It was magnificent in knowledge of
Japanese without pair hospitality. Toshi and | we founded the
solid bases of a future collaborations between our mutual
research groups. | hope much come back here soon...
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