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I know perfectly well how Job's wile would [eel. There is a seream unrolling in my mind that is
three thousand years ald. And wha: il Job's wifc were to find the courage to challenge Ged as
her husband did? What would she—what would we—say o Ged if we dared? What will we
say. when we the collective mind of waman, at last hecome so inflamed with rage and outrage

that we too call God to account? (65)
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So far as | am aware, no biblical critic has noticed this startlingly recurrent pattern in biblical
narrative. 1 assume this is because evervone fukes il for granted that women must be rejected in

order [or the story of male maturity. male leadership, male heroism, to take place. The pattern
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has promulgated itsell so successfully that it has hecome invisible. But [ suhmit that what
{feminist hermeneutics finds at the textual fault-lines of such stories is the obsessively told and
re-told moment of transition from a werld in which women were humanly and socially powerf{ul
because divinity was it part female, 10 a world in which that divinity and power were

repressed. (49)
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