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Although people are rapidly becoming aware of e-learning, it has serious problems
in promoting communication and motivation. As a solution, NRI (Nomura Research
Institute, Ltd) has developed a learning environmental system “ 3D-IES (3-
Dimension Interactive Education System)” with main concept composed of
edutainment (coined word of* education” and“ entertainment”) and real-time
communication. Moreover we have created a new stream in foreign language
education through the project with 5 National Universities.

In this paper, we would like to introduce the background of 3D-IES development,
its technological mechanism, and the current progress in establishing new teaching

methods with 3D-IES.

KeywordsO e-learning, Distance learning, Real-time communication, Edutainment, 3-dimensional virtual
space, Voice chat, Streaming, Multilingual, Foreign Language Education, Joint industry-
university project
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