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[Article 53

European patents shall not be granted in respect of

(a) inventions the publication or exploitation of
which would be contrary to ‘ordre public' or morality,
provided that the exploitation shall not be deemed to be
so contrary merely because it is prohibited by law or
regulation in some or all of the Contracting States.
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[Rule 23b General and definitions

(1) For European patent applications and patents
concerning biotechnological inventions, the relevant
provisions of the Convention shall be applied and
interpreted in accordance with the provisions of this

chapter. Directive 98/44/EC of 6 July 1998 on the legal
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protection of biotechnological inventions shall be used

as a supplementary means of interpretation.
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[Rule 23d Exceptions to patentability
Under Article 53 (a),

European patents shall not be
granted in respect of biotechnological inventions which,

in particular, concern the following:

¢) uses of human embryos for industrial or commercial

purposes,
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