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MR.SHERLOCK HOLMES, who was usually very late in the morning, save
upon those not infrequent occasions when he was up all night, was seated at the
breakfast table. I stood upon the hearth-rug and picked up the stick which our
visitor had left behind him the night before. It was a fine, thick piece of wood,

“

bulbous-headed, of the sort which is known as a “ Penang lawyer.” Just under

the head was a broad silver band, nearly an inch across. “ To James Mortimer,
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He was carefully examining the foolscap, upon which the words were pasted,
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I only had three pairs in the world [0 the new brown, the old black, and the
patent leathers, which I am wearing. 0 0000000000000 DOOO0O
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Sir Charles had the reputation of being rich, but we did not know how very rich
he was until we came to examine his securities. The total value of the estate was
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A glance at our friend here reveals the rounded head of the Celt, which carries
inside it the Celtic enthusiasm and power of attachment. Poor Sir Charles's head
was of a very rare type, half Gaelic, half Ivernian in its characteristics. [0 0 O O
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The peasants say it is the Hound of the Baskervilles calling for its prey. 0 O O O
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and yet I have more than once caught a look of the strongest disapprobation in his
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I know nothing against him, unless it be this dark fate which runs in his family.
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if I would promise for three months to let the matter rest and to be content with
cultivating the lady's friendship during that time without claiming her love. This I
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In any case you will hear from me again in the course of the next few days. [ O
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A maid showed me in without ceremony, and as I entered the sitting-room a lady,
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Holmes's voice sank as he answered:—
“ It is murder, Watson — refined, cold-blooded, deliberate murder. Do not
ask me for particulars. My nets are closing upon him, even as his are upon Sir
Henry, and with your help he is already almost at my mercy. 0 0 OO0 0O OO
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But supposing, for argument's sake, that we had him arrested to-night, what on
earth the better off should we be for that? We could prove nothing against him.
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We should be laughed out of court if we came with such a story and such
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We have him, Watson, we have him, and I dare swear that before to-morrow
night he will be fluttering in our net as helpless as one of his own butterflies. A
pin, a cork, and a card, and we add him to the Baker Street collection!C] O O
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I shall soon be in the position of being able to put into a single connected
narrative one of the most singular and sensational crimes of modern times.
Students of criminology will remember the analogous incidents in Godno, in
Little Russia, in the year '66, and of course there are the Anderson murders in
North Carolina, but this case possesses some features which are entirely its own.
Even now we have no clear case against this very wily man. But I shall be very
much surprised if it is not clear enough before we go to bed this night. 0 0 O O
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A hound it was, an enormous coal-black hound, but not such a hound as mortal
eyes have ever seen. Fire burst from its open mouth, its eyes glowed with a
smouldering glare, its muzzle and hackles and dewlap were outlined in flickering
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Even now in the stillness of death, the huge jaws seemed to be dripping with a
bluish flame and the small, deep-set, cruel eyes were ringed with fire. I placed
my hand upon the glowing muzzle, and as I held them up my own fingers
smouldered and gleamed in the darkness.
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