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Distribution of Crayfishes in Hokkaido Japan, with Habitat Loss of the
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Abstract

The native freshwater crayfish Cambaroides japonicus (Haan, 1841) and the alien Pacifastacus
leniusculus (Dana, 1852) distribute in Hokkaido, Japan. The present distribution of two species, and a habitat loss
of the C. japonicus was observed. C. japonicus distribute over Hokkaido including five larger islands (Okusiri
island, Teuri Is. Yagishiri Is. Rishiri Is. and Rebun Is.). P. leniusculus has been observed in Lake Shikotsu and
Toya, Eastern and Northern part of Hokkaido.

The C. japonicus distribute over Hokkaido, but their distribution are restricted Northern part of Japanese
Archipelago (over Hokkaido, major parts of Aomori Prefecture, Northern parts of Akita and Iwate Prefectures).
They are designed as endangered species by Environmental Agency, Japanese Government, we should alarm to all
projects of road construction and all urbanization.

The habitat loss of the C. japonicus was occurred in Lake Onneto, Eastern Hokkaido, and 9 brooks in
Shiribeshi district, Western Hokkaido. C. japonicus was collected in both of 1975 and 1978, from Lake Onneto,
whereas its have not been observed from 1983. It is possible that in the 4 brooks, the road construction effects on
the habitat loss. A channel construction and introduced predator fish in another brook may be provided ecosystem
destruction in a natural habitats of C. japonicus. Authors could not find out their cause of Habitat loss in other 2
brooks and Lake Onneto.
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Figure 1. Known ranges of native Cambaroides
japonicus, and alien Pacifastacus leniusculus in
Hokkaido, Japan.
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Figire 2. Map showing localities of Cambaroides
japonicus in Shiribeshi, Hokkaido, Japan
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Figure 3. Photograph of habitats that Cambaroides
japonicus are lost. Populations of C. japonicus are lost,
in Shiribeshi district, Hokkaido, Japan, from 1997 to
2006 (see text 3.2.2.). B, Sioya, Otaru City; D,
Annupuri, Niseko City; F, Akaishi, Kamoenai City; G,
Utasutsu, Suttsu City; H, Hamanaka, Yoichi City; I,
Shibui, Tomari City. The alphabet on each photgraph
is corresponding with Figure 2.
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