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The Control of Fruit Rots in Figs
1.The control of rhizopus rot and souring using improved growing
conditions(temperature and humidity), fungicides, and by covering

fruit with waxed-paper bags

Hiromichi NitTA

Summary

From 1989 to 1992 the author studied the control of rhizopus rotand so_uring, the commonest diseases
of. the fig ‘Horaishi’ at harvest, using improved conditions of temperature and humidity during growing,
fungicides, or by covering fruit with waxed-paper bags.

1. Rhizopus rots developed in fruits in which the pericarp was a lighter green colour and the sarcocarp
had softened, and especially severely in ripe fruits. Although this disease could infect fruit either through
the osteole or the pericarp, the osteole was the more common site of disease entry.

2. Rhizopus rots thrived when temperatures were between 20C and 25C, and with a relative humidity
higher than 90%. Such conditions occurred in summer for much longer when plants were grown under a
PVC cover than in the open. Thus twice as many fruit showed rots under cover than when grown in the
open.

3. When figs were grown under PVC, sprays of 1000 ppm captan w.p., 333 ppm iprodione w.p.and 400 ppm
chlorothalonil w.p. gave promising results against rhizopus rots. However, on open-growning trees, sprays
of 500 ppm dichloran applied during the rainy period in summer failed to give good control. Dichloran had
been the most effective fungicide tested against this disease in the laboratory.

4. Covering fruit with waxed-paper bags produced a lighter-coloured pericarp and lower sugar content of
the sarcocarp compared to uncovered fruit. It also resulted in more damaged fruit when a typhoon struck

because fruit rubbed against the bag. However bagging showed a promising control of rhizopus rots and
souring.

Key words: fig, ripe fruits, Rhizopus rot, souring, control, ripeness, temperature, humidity, fungicides, bag-
ging



