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Development of New Variety of Chinese Yam (T'sukune-imo) ‘Hirokei No. 1’

Hiroyuki Koumura, Masashi Imoto and Akira Hirao

Summary

The Tsukune-imo of Chinese yam (Dioscorea opposita Thumb.) is one of the important converted crop of paddy
field in Hiroshima prefecture. As the yield of local variety ‘Kisa No. 1’ was low and fluctuated every year, the
clonal selection from ‘Kisa No. 1’ was carried out since 1988.

The new variety ‘Hirokei No. 1’ Was developed in 1996. In comparison with ‘Kisa No. 1’ and the varieties
cultivating in Hyogo prefecture ‘Takashiro’ and ‘Aoyama’, ‘Hirokei No. 1’ has the following characteristics:

1) The sprouting time of ‘Hirokei No. 1’ is earlier than that of ‘Kisa No. 1’, “T'akashiro’ and ‘Aoyama’.

2) The shape of tubers is spherical and resemble to ‘Kisa No. 1’. Under some weather condition, tsurukubi type-
tubers whose neck part is a little elongated are occurred.

3) The yield is one and half times as much as that of ‘Kisa No. 1’ and greater than that of “T'akashiro’ and

‘Aoyama’.

4) The viscosity of grated yam is as same as that of ‘Kisa No. 1’ and ‘Aoyama’, and greater than that of

“Takashiro’.

This variety was selected in the field of sandy loam soil at Kisa-cho, Futami-gun. Thus, it is necessary to

take care of the environment cultivating in another area.

Key words: Chinese yam, Tsukune-imo, clonal selection, New variety.
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