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Effect on the Diseases of Citrus Fruits, Botrytis and Melanose,
of Combining Central Leader Training and
the Use of Reflective Sheet Mulches

Hiroaki Kurinisa

Summary

The effects of applying central leader training and reflective sheet mulches, both individually and in combination, on
the occurrence of the citrus diseases botrytis fruit scarring and melanose were investigated from 2002 to 2004 using
trees of satsuma mandarin grown in the absence of fungicides.

The occurrence of fruit damage from both diseases tended to be less with central leader training than with open-
center training. In addition, the occurrence of these diseases tended to be less when reflective sheet mulches were
used under the trees from flowering to harvest. The effect of the reflective mulches was due to their raising the
temperature and reducing the humidity in the crowns of the satsuma trees. Moreover, disease incidence tended to be

least when central leader training and the use of reflective sheet mulches were combined.

Key words : botrytis fruit scarring, central leader training, melanose, mulching, reflective sheet, satsuma mandarin



