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The Journals of L. M. Montgomery (11) 
 The birth of Ewan Stewart Macdonald  

 
TAKEUCHI Motoko, IZAWA Yuko, and FUJIKAKE Yumiko  

 
Montgomery gave birth to her first child, Chester Cameron Macdonald, on July 7, 1912. When she was expecting 
her second child in 1913, she hoped it would be a girl. However, it turned out to be a boy. To make matters worse, 
he was stillborn. Deeply depressed by the loss, she felt completely shattered. She had really wanted another child: 
a brother or a sister for Chester. Nevertheless she was afraid she might be too old to bear another. At the same time, 
she was frightened that she might undergo a similar dreadful experience. 
  What with the stillbirth of her second son and the outbreak of the First World War, Montgomery was extremely 
disturbed in 1914, yet she wanted to have another boy or girl.  On Oct. 7, 1915, she All these fears and pains 
accumulated to inspire her novel, Anne's House of Dreams. 
 

Keywords: Pregnancy, Distress 
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