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Current Situations of “the User Subjectivity” in Residential Social Work

The Respect of Sexuality in Elderly Homes.
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INAGAKI, Mikako

In recent years, a situation surrounding “Social Welfare” have been changing
continuously. The field of “welfare for the elderly,” in particular, with the introduction of the
public insurance plan, has taken the lead from other welfare fields in changing support
systems from measurement to a contract (agreement) insurance system. In other words,
there is an evaluation that with the contract, the rights of the users will intensify, but difficult
to even though the system changes, it is difficult to imagine that the user’s awareness will
change so easily.

As it is stated on article 25 of the Japanese Constitution, “Social Welfare” is originally a
system, which is guaranteed as a right. But even though this is the case, the awareness of
having the right as users of the service did not awake between the users. This in-fact is
rather not because of the systematic problem but wasn’t there a problem of awareness in
both the people who are working staff engaged and the people who are users of the service,
The use of the Service which originally should have been an exercise of the right is now
seen as a favor or charity. This not a problem of the system but isn’t it the problem of
awareness of both the users and the staff?

There is a need to grope and find out the definite solution by verifying the primary factor
of obstruction to the realization of the “user subjectivitiy” in residential social work. From
this point, the main issue of the research is to verify from the focus of the respect of

sexuality, the current situation of the “user subjectivity” in the elderly homes.
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