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The Formation of Functional Welfare Communities Based on Citizens’ Independence

—Community Organizations and Social Welfare Planning at the Community Level—

N B AEH

Haruhi Ono

This paper considers the actual planning of a functional welfare community. This
includes the re-assembling and proposing of the themes of social welfare planning at the
community level, and activities to promote community organizations, which are the themes
for promoting “citizens’ independence” in community welfare.

“Citizens’ independence” in community welfare is the development of “actual participation
of citizens in the regional society” and “citizens’ autonomy,” which must be repeated
towards the definite and actual making of the functional welfare community. “Community
organizations” can be said to coordinate the needs and resources in the region, developing
problem-solving ability through the independent participation of citizens, making a
democratized regional society, and aiming for the realization of a functional welfare
community. “Social welfare planning at the community level” is needed in various situations,
in light of the growing complexity and diversity of citizens’ needs, the transition from
sorting citizens according to disability to universalism, the diversity of supply organizations
of welfare services, and the integration of supplying systems of services. This should also
proceed on the basis of public and private sector collaboration.

”

The above “citizens’ independence,” “community organizations,” and “social welfare
planning at the community level” must fully link with each other and develop on the basis
of spiral synergism. Accordinaly, “community welfare” can no more be thought to have two
dimensions, but is a matrix system of more than three dimensions requiring the verification
of complex and various issues and elements, while meeting the demands of the time.
Concerning “citizen’s independence,” democratization of the regional society is the major
premise, but because of the diversity of how regional citizens see value, urbanization in the

regional society, and change of the industrial and population structure, there is a very

difficult situation. It has not come to the stage yet, given that “community organizations”
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are now going through a chaotic transitional process of sorting citizens according to their
disability to universalism, and given the characteristics of organizational activities by
citizens originating with the various problems in regional living, and the tendency of
organizational welfare activities becoming a minority issue. Especially in urban regions
where the population concentrates, a flexible network considering the individual living
sphere is needed. Furthermore, this movement should not be temporary, but involving a

“planning process” through “collaboration of the public and private sectors”.
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