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The Current Status of Single Mothers and Policy Reforms in Japan
— The Particularities and Issues of Workfare Policy —

O o o d

Naomi Yuzawa

O Abstractd

In each country, especially in developed nations, the poverty and low income problem of sin-
gle mothers has surfaced as a social problem with the number of such households increasing,
and has become an important political issue. In recent years workfare policy has been
adopted in some countries, that is, a policy of shifting from secured social welfare payments
to the promotion of work. The increase of single mothers has in recent years become a politi-
cal issue in Japan as well, and institutional reforms have been implemented with the political
aim of promoting “welfare to work”. However, unique political considerations based on
Japanese characteristics are necessary, because the Japanese single mother is in a particular
position. Among other things, considering the widening income gap of the working poor, it is
important to reorganize the system from stand points such as the secured social welfare
payment, the relation to universal policy and the service provision system, and further, to

implemen children’s’ welfare and parents’ right to custody.
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