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Improvement Technique on the Thermal Neutron Depth Distribution in Tissue by

The Insertion of Pingpong-Ball into the Tumour Excised Cavity.

Noritoshi Watanabe, M.D.
Radiotherapy Research Unit, Institute of Medical Science, University of Tokyo, 4-6-1, Shirogane,

Minatoku, Tokyo

The rapid decrease in thermal neutron flux with depth in tissue makes it difficult to selectively irra-

diate deep seated tumour even if an adequate ratio of neutron capture substance exists, One soultion

is to insert an adequate size of the ball into the turnour-excised cavity at the time of thermal neutron radia-

tion. This technique is particularly suitable in the treatment of brain tumour as the major portion of the

tumour may almost be excised and the problem is to destroy the remaining tumour cells infiltrating into the

surrounding brain tissue. Neutron depth distribution was estimated by the activation analysis of the in-

serted gold-foils into the “mutton”, one kilogram in weight. A pingpong-ball, 3.5cm in diameter was

inserted into the mutton. As the result of ours, the level of 509, neutron decrease was 1.85 cm depth in

the mutton case while that of pingpong-ball case was 4.0 cm, that is, 0.5 cm below the botton of the insert-

ed-ball.
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Fig. 1 Thermal neutron flux versus depth in
tissue with ballon, 3.5cm diameter. (1970.
1.19. H.T.R. N. Watanabe)
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Fig. 2. H.T.R. 1970.1 19 (N. Watanabe)
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