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Reparative Effects of Sodium Alginate (Alloid G) on Radiation Stomatitis
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Discontinuation or alteration of the schedule of radiation therapy is often necessary in patients
with tumors of the parotid gland and pharynx because of the development of stomatitis. Alloid G
(Sodium alginate; AL-G) is an agent with a promotive effect on healing of inflammation of the gastric
and esophageal mucosa. In this study, we orally administered the agent in irradiated mice to examine
its healing effect against radiation stomatitis. ICR mice (5-week-old males) were subjected to -
irradiation at 17-32 Gy, and followed by oral administration with either AL-G, polyvinyl pyrrolidone
(PVP), or water twice daily for 20 days. The effects of the treatments on radiation stomatitis were
examined according to the survival of the animals and histological findings in the oral mucosa. After
irradiation at 32 Gy, it was found that the epidermal basal layer was present in the AL-G group. In
both PVP and water-treated groups, however, it was not found. The dose modification factor (DMF) of
1.12 was calculated from oral radiation death of LDsp, and radiation dose with or without AL-G.
These results suggest that AL-G probably have a pharmacologically reparative effect on radiation
injury of the oral mucosa, in addition to the physical epidermal protective effect due to its viscosity
such as that of PVP.
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Fig. 1 Chemical structures of Polyvinylpyr-
rolidone (PVP) and sodium alginate (AL-G).
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Fig. 2 Changes in body weight for 25 days after 19 Gy irradiation. O: AL-G
treated group, A : PVP treated group, and @ : water treated group. All mice
treated with PVP and water were dead 14 days and 15 days after irradiation.
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Fig. 3 Survival rates after 17-32Gy irradiation.
O : AL-G treated group, A : PVP treated group,
and @ : Water treated group.
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Fig. 4 Relationship between survival ratio for 20
days after irradiation and radiation doses. Dose
modification factor of 1.12 was calculated. The
LDsgjze of AL-G, PVP and water groups were 19.
40Gy, 17.25Gy and 17.45Gy, respectively. The
survival ratios in AL-G (O), PVF (&) and water
() treated groups were determined.
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Fig. 5 Micrographs after HE staining of oral mucosa 10 days after irradiation.
The arrows indicate the epidermal basal layer at doses of 0Gy, 19Gy, and 32Gy.
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Table 1 Effects of Sodlum Alginate (Alloid G) on Radiation Stornatitis of the Pharynx

and Eosphagus.

Radiation The day of Mean dose i | .
dose(Cy) Cases maximum effects Symptom  of onget  Validity(%)  Side effects(%)
<Tday Tday Obscurity (Gy)
Pain in >
<40 2/14 2/2 swallowing 21.0 2/2(100) 0/2(0)
40—50 5/14 1/5 3/5 1/5 21.8 3/5(60) 0/5(0)
50—60 4/14 1/4 3/4 33.5 4/4(100) 0/4(m)
60< 3/14  3/3 40.0 3/3(100) 0/3(0)

(Oral administration of Alloid G before 30 min of meal)
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