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The Biological Effect of the
Phosphatidylinositol 3-Kinase Wortmannin
Following Thermal Neutron Irradiation

Yuko Kinashi, Shinichiro Masunaga,
Minoru Suzuki, Kenji Nagata and Koji Ono

Purpose: Wortmannin, a phosphatidylinositol 3-kinase in-
hibitor, has been found to inhibit DNA-dependent protein
kinase (DNA-PKcs)and to be an efficient radiosensitizer. We
investigated the radiosensitizing effect of wortmannin on cell
killing by thermal neutrons and the occurrence of mutations
at the HPRT locus of CHO cells.

Materials and Methods: Wortmannin was added to cells at
a final concentration of 20 uM two hours before irradiation.
Cells were irradiated with thermal neutrons. The biological
end point of cell survival was measured by colony forma-
tion assay. Mutagenicity was calculated from the mutation
frequency at the HPRT locus.

Results: Wortmannin promoted cell death following thermal
neutron irradiation especially in the absence of boron. How-
ever, mutagenicity was decreased by the wortmannin treat-
ment.

Conclusion: Our results suggest that the inhibition of DNA-
PKcs by wortmannin would be an effective radiosensitizer
for BNCT and might bring about a reduction in the frequency
of mutation by blocking the mis-joining of DNA damage
during the repair process.
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Fig. 1 Effect of wortmannin treatment on cell killing following
thermal neutron irradiation.

The boron concentration was 0 ppm with (@) and without(O)
wortmannin treatment.

The boron concentration was 10 ppm with (&) and without( 2 )
wortmannin treatment.

The boron concentration was 20 ppm with (ll) and without ((])
wortmannin treatment .

Points and error bars represent the means + SE of three inde-
pendent experiments.

Table 1 Survival parameters* (D0, D10)calculated from dose-survival fraction curves of CHO cells irradiated

with a thermal neutron beam

Boron concentration (ppm) 0 0 10 10 20 20
Wortmannin treatment no yes no yes no yes
D10(Gy) 26 +02 *12+0.1 2602 *6+01 26+02 *2.0+0.1
Do (Gy) 12+01 *05+0.1 1.1 +£0.1 **0.6 £ 0.1 1.0 £ 0.1 0.8 £ 0.1

*Survival curve parameters: DO (inverse of slope) and D10 (dose necessary to reduce survival to 10%) * SE of the mean of three

separate experiments for each study.

*%Significantly low (p < 0.05) compared with no wortmannin treatment.
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Fig. 2 Effect of wortmannin treatment on mutation at the HPRT locus in CHO cells irradiated with thermal neutrons.

A : mutation frequency as a function of dose.
B : mutation frequency as a function of survival.

The boron concentration was 0 ppm with (@)and without (O)wortmannin treatment.
The boron concentration was 10 ppm with (A)and without(A)wortmannin treatment.

Table 2 Molecular structure analysis of HPRT mutations induced by thermal neutron irradiation

Treatment Boron Dose (Gy) * Mutats Molecular structure of mutants
Concentration per 10° per 10° survivors™*
(ppm) survivors**
Total Deletions Partial Deletions No change
Thermal neutron
Irradiation with
No wortmannin 0 2.6 6.0+3.0 1.7+1.0 3.8+1.0 0.5+0.2
20 puM of Wortmannin 0 1.2 *#%3.0£2.0 2.4+1.0 0.5+0.2 0.1+0.1
No wortmannin 10 2.6 18.0x4.0 9.7+2.0 7.2+£2.0 1.1+0.5
20 pM of Wortmannin 10 1.2 ***4,0£2.0 2.2+1.0 1.6+£1.0 0.2+0.1

* :10%-survival radiation dose.

##% : Mean of mutant frequency * SE from three or more experiments.

#xi ¢ Significantly low (p < 0.05) compared with no wortmannin treatment.
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