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The Metaphor of Death and the Popular Image toward Death and Life:

Focusing on “The Days of Dead” in Mexico City

Abstract

Talking about death by way of metaphor is something inevitable in all societies for its
incomprehensible nature. But in some cultures, the theme of death is emphasized more than
others. Mexican popular culture of death doubtlessly belongs to this category, and has
enormous variations of metaphors, phrases, and proverbs related to death. Mexican
language of death has been developed through the 20" century, which experienced the
Mexican revolution and the rise of nationalism in which the indigenous culture obtained
new values. Through the rapid social changes in the 20" century, the metaphors of death
have been newly produced and their implications in those words have changed depending
on the social situation. In this article I will focus on the Mexican expressions of “to die” and
by categorizing them | will try to see the connections between Mexican national identity,
social problems, historical consciousness and the way they perceive death. Other than
language aspect, | will also discuss self-other relationship in the way they celebrate “the

days of dead”, Mexican national festival in Mexico City.
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